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Academic and Cultural Activities Mark Africa
Day Celebration
Organized by Al Akhawayn University and the Moroccan Agency for international Cooperation

A celebration of cultural unity came to Al Akhawayn
University Saturday, April 26, in the form of Africa Day.
Participants from 35 countries on the African
continent came to the university for the event. Activities
included a roundtable conference, an art and book
exposition, a dance show, and sporting events.
At the conclusion of the day members of each
country’s delegation, which included ambassadors,
and other officials, participated in a cedar tree planting
ceremony. Each delegation planted a tree for their
respective country in a special garden area set aside for
the occasion. The tree planting is intended to serve as a
long-term reminder of African unity.
The main event of Africa Day was a roundtable
entitled «The Millennium Development Goals: The Role
of Morocco» that took place with the participation
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of ambassadors, decision makers and scholars from
Al Akhawayn and African delegations.
The roundtable was initiated by welcoming
words from Al Akhawayn University President Driss
Ouaouicha followed by remarks from H.E. Abderrahim
Kadmiri, director general of the Moroccan Agency for
International Cooperation (AMCI). During his remarks,
Kadmiri spelled out the actions of the agency he heads
in terms of human resource development, international
cooperation, the sponsorship and/or support of
development projects in Africa, and humanitarian action.
Ambassador Mouhamadou Youssifou spoke on
behalf of the African ambassadors and representatives
in Rabat. He expressed his admiration for the university
and insisted on the need of strengthening its role and
presence on the African continent.
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The keynote speech was delivered by H.E. Zaddock
Syongoh, political advisor to the minister of foreign
affairs of Kenya. Syongoh discussed the assets and
challenges facing African states in order to meet the
Millennium Development Goals.
In a speech critical of Africa’s current stage of
development, Syongoh also insisted on the importance
of unity and avoiding divisions in order to strengthen
Africa’s chances to face its challenges. In particular, he
directly addressed Morocco’s absence from the African
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Union and called it an inconsistency that cannot be
sustained.
Ambassadors of Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Republic of
the Congo, Cote d›Ivoire, Equatorial Guinea, Mali, Niger,
and Senegal, as well as high ranking diplomats from
Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Gambia, Ghana,
Guinea Bissau, Kenya, Libya, Nigeria, South Africa, and
Tunisia, were present and contributed to the debates
and discussions on and around the roundtable.
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Al Akhawayn Boasts Broad Participation in
Regional Initiatives

In the continual fulfillment of its strategic plan, Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane notes broad participation in a
number of initiatives designed to support critical social services in the Meknes-Tafilalet Region.
On a global level, a signed partnership between the Meknes-Tafilalet Region and the central region in France
(Région Centre France) has come to fruition through several activities involving the university. Within the frame
of this partnership, Said Nouamani, chargé de mission at Al Akhawayn, represented the university among the
delegation who visited the central region in France. The visit served as a benchmarking trip to study opportunities
for local and regional development based on local products and to exchange points of view on issues related to
territorial marketing in connection with the local approach. In addition, sector-specific operational guidelines to
implement the partnership between the two regions were discussed.
On a national level, the design and the animation of the Meknes-Tafilalet Region’s stand in the SIAM exhibition
(Salon International de l’Agriculture au Maroc) is another project being participated in by the university.
Al Akhawayn University is part of the organizing committee along with representatives of Ecole Nationale
d’Agriculture, Institut National de Recherche Agronomique, the Wilaya (prefecture), the Ministry of Agriculture, the
Confédération Générale des Entreprises au Maroc, and Moulay Ismail University.
On a regional level, Al Akhawayn has entered into an association with Meknes Moubadara, a platform for the
funding and mentoring of small business projects aimed at encouraging self-employment in the region. The
executive board of the association has representatives from the Meknes-Tafilalet region, the prefectural board of
Meknes, the city of Meknes, the Meknes prefecture, the “entre-elles” association, the BCP foundation, the CGEM,
the OFPPT, the ADS, the ANAPEC, and Al Akhawayn University. The platform is based in Meknes and a few business
projects are already being funded.
In an additional regional collaboration with Agence de Développement Social (ADS), elected representatives
and other parties involved with ADS in the region attended trainings at the university. Al Akhawayn University,
represented by Nouamani, also participated in three major programs: PAM, les boutiques de gestion, and the
design of a training program to benefit small businesses. In addition, discussions are underway to join the ADS
program related to capacity development (associations, cooperatives, etc.) for social actors.
Founded in 1995 by royal dahir, Al Akhawayn is the only institution of higher education in Morocco which
follows the American system and uses English as the primary language of instruction. Through a long-term
strategic plan, the university has stated a commitment to support projects aimed at promoting social welfare in
Ifrane and the surrounding region.
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University Hosts International Conference on
Pop Culture in MENA

The International Conference on Popular Culture in the Middle East and North Africa returned to Al Akhawayn
University over the weekend, having not been held at the university since 2006.
The event was organized by the School of Humanities and Social Sciences at Al Akhawayn University with the
collaboration of participants from the University of Vienna. The conference brought together academics from
Morocco, Austria, Egypt, France, Italy, the United States, and more together to discuss popular culture during
roundtable sessions.
Taking place during April 11-13, each day featured roundtable sessions to explore more specific subtopics
within the idea of pop culture. Friday, April 11, featured a keynote speech by Stephen Prochazka of the University
of Vienna on the role of popular music in the Arab Spring, as well as roundtables on popular religious practices and
diverse topics and places. Saturday, April 12, saw roundtables on methodologies in the study of popular culture,
songs and music, film and television, and language and linguistics. The conference concluded on Sunday, April 13,
with roundtables on storytelling and politics and popular culture.
The International Conference on Popular Culture in the Middle East and North Africa is in its seventh edition. Al
Akhawayn previously hosted the fourth edition in 2006, and the conference rotated to Algeria and Vienna for the
fifth and sixth editions respectively before returning to Al Akhawayn University.
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Leading Academics Discuss Women
Empowerment
Prominent academics from around the
world gathered at Al Akhawayn University on
April 3 to participate in a conference organized
under the theme of “Women’s Empowerment:
Dreams of the Past – Reality in the Future.”
The event was organized by the School of
Humanities and Social Sciences and The Hilary
Clinton Center for Women’s Empowerment. In
addition, the American Institute for Maghrib
Studies (AIMS) co-sponsored the event.
Nizar Messari, dean of the School of
Humanities and Social Sciences, provided the
opening remarks for the conference.
“This is a very important event for us in
the School of Humanities and Social Sciences,
because it somehow puts us back into one of our original missions,” said Messari. “From an academic point of
view, it is important for Al Akhawayn to put itself back in the agenda. From a political point of view, here in
Morocco, it is more than crucial to contribute to the current debate.”
The conference consisted of morning and afternoon plenary sessions consisting of two parts each.
The first part of the morning session was chaired by Doris Gray, associate professor at Al Akhawayn University,
and saw presentations on the politics of reproduction and female sexuality. The second part of the morning
session was chaired by Amal Idrissi, adjunct instructor at Al Akhawayn University, and saw presentations on
Moroccan and Tunisian politics.
The two parts of the afternoon session saw an overarching theme of issues dealing with civil society. The first
part was chaired by Kenza Oumlil, assistant professor at Al Akhawayn University. The second part was chaired by
Katja Zvan Elliot, assistant professor at Al Akhawayn University.
Academic guests included:
• Ellen J. Amster, an associate professor of Middle East history at University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee,
specializing in French and Islamic medicine.
• Fouzia Assouli, founder (1993) and president of “Ligue démocratique des droits des femmes” (LDDF),
founding member of the Moroccan Association of Human Rights (AMDH), and Moroccan women’s rights activist.
• Abdessamad Dialmy, sociologist and visiting professor of sexual and gender studies at Mohammed V
University, board member of Social Compass, and expert consultant for international organizations such as WHO,
UNICEF, UNFPA, UNESCO, UN Women, Population Council, USAID, EU, and more.
• Latifa Jbabdi, former member of the Moroccan parliament (2007-2011) and formerly the only female
member of Morocco’s Truth and Equity Commission.
• Monica Marks, a Rhodes Scholar and doctoral candidate at St. Antony›s College, Oxford. Her work, which
focuses primarily on Islamism and institutional reform in Tunisia, has appeared in the New York Times, Foreign
Policy, and the Huffington Post, as well as academic publications.
• Houria Alami M’Chichi is professor of political science and international relations at Université Hassan II,
Casablanca. She is the author of Le Feminisme d’etat au Maroc – Jeux et enjeux politiques and Genre et politique
au Maroc.
• Susan Schaefer Davis, an anthropologist with extensive research experience with women and adolescents,
and development work in North Africa for agencies including the World Bank, FAO, USAID and the Peace Corps.
In 2002-2003 she directed the Hillary Rodham Clinton Center for Women’s Empowerment at Al Akhawayn
University.
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Farewell! Mohammed Mjid, Social Activist and
Friend of Al Akhawayn
Mohammed
Mjid was almost
ninety when
he spoke in
Auditorium 17
in 2006 as a
guest speaker
in the newly
established
Community
Involvement Program to an audience made up of
students from Al Akhawayn.
He started his presentation by thanking the university
for giving the opportunity to “a former young person to
speak to future old people.” He also introduced his NGO,
the Fondation Marocaine pour la Jeunesse, l’Initiative
et le Développement, which, he assured the audience,
tongue in cheek, quite by accident spelled MJID.
The eternally young ninety-year-old activist presented
his work and interjected humorous stories about his life
and work. His humor and flippant language endeared
him to the young audience who heard how he was
imprisoned during the French protectorate at Aghbalou
n’Kerdouss in the Tafilalet region for opposing the
occupation. They also heard the harsh criticism he had of
the strong arm tactics of former Minister of Interior and
strong man Driss Basri.
Mjid passed away on March 20 at the age of 97. He
had visited the university on several occasions and
spoke twice in the Community Involvement Program.
On the day of his second presentation, on March 9,
2011, alongside Professor Hakima Himmich, well-known

professor of medicine and president of the National
Association Against AIDS (ALCS), His Majesty King
Mohammed VI was due to deliver an important speech as
it came after the February 20 movement demonstrations.
The presentation was interrupted as the audience
watched the royal speech, which announced the revision
of the constitution that proved a major milestone in
Morocco’s modern history.
On another occasion, he called saying he had a
truckload of clothes he wanted distributed to the needy
inhabitants of the Ifrane area. The clothes were packed
by student volunteers and distributed in Azrou in the
presence of Mjid himself, together with Ifrane Governor
Jelloul Samasam and President of Al Akhawayn University
Driss Ouaouicha. On several occasions, he would stop at
Al Akhawayn on his way to the Taza area for work with
a honey-producing cooperative or to Tafilalet visiting
local NGOs. A restless traveler, he was everywhere there
was something to be done. He used his vast network to
connect those in need with those who had something
to give. All the time, he has a special esteem for Al
Akhawayn and its students for their social involvement.
Although physically challenged during his last visit,
he never lost his sense of humor nor his will to serve.
He rubbed shoulders with the rich and powerful, even
making His Majesty the King laugh as the latter was
pinning a medal on his flap. He never lost touch with
his country’s hinterland or its poor and humble. For
almost fifty years, he was president of the Royal Tennis
Federation, but his most remarkable contribution will
undoubtedly remain his social activism.

Azrou Center Celebrates International
Women’s Day
The Azrou Center for
Community Development
celebrated International
Women’s Day March 26 with
an event organized under the
theme «No to Violence Against
Women.”
The president of Al Akhawayn University,
accompanied by the Ambassador of the Dominican
Republic, inaugurated the event with a speech followed
briefly with remarks by the Director of the Azrou Center.
Approximately 130 guests from different departments
and different associations attended the ceremony.
7

Guests viewed artistic and cultural activities in the
form of a dance and play performed by students in the
Azrou Center’s non-formal education program. A short
film made by students from the audiovisual, IT, web
development and graphic design sections was also
shown.
The second part of the event featured a roundtable
discussion moderated by specialists. Topics discussed
included the various aspects of violence, problems and
obstacles in legal enforcement, and the position of Islam
on violence against women. The debates led to various
proposals and recommendations.
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Spotlights
Language Center Hosts CEA Reaccreditation Site Visit
The Language Center at Al Akhawayn University is hosting representatives from the Commission on English Language Program Accreditation (CEA) April 28-30 as part of a reaccreditation site visit.
The visit comes near the end of a self-study process that took more than one year. The Language Center is
seeking a 10-year reaccreditation for its Intensive English Program and Super-Intensive English Program. The
three-member site visit team will be reviewing the Language Center’s documents; talking with university
executives, administrators, faculty, staff, and students; and attending classes while preparing their report for
the accrediting commission.
In 2009, the Language Center was the first academic unit at Al Akhawayn to receive international accreditation. Subsequent work with EPAS, ABET, NEASC, and other accrediting agencies has additionally strengthened Al Akhawayn’s commitment to quality improvement and quality assurance.

Linguistics Professor Coauthors Research Paper
Latifa El Mortaji, assistant professor in the School of Humanities and Social Sciences, has coauthored a
paper entitled “Transliteration of Knowledge Retrieval in Urdu from Holy Quran Using State of the Art Information Technologies.” The paper was presented at the International Conference on Reliability Optimization
and Information Technology held February 2014 in India.
The full text of the paper is available via the IEEE Explore Digital Library at
http://ieeexplore.ieee.org/xpl/abstractAuthors.jsp?tp=&arnumber=6798354&url=http%3A%2F%2Fieeex
plore.ieee.org%2Fstamp%2Fstamp.jsp%3Ftp%3D%26arnumber%3D6798354

Professor Contributes to Textbook on African Business
Nick Hamelin, assistant professor in the School of Business Administration, has coauthored the textbook
chapter “Entrepreneurship Education for a Renascent Africa,” featured in the most recent edition of The
Routledge Companion to Business in Africa. The text is a compendium of business knowledge on the African
continent.
A summary of the book and purchasing information can be found at: http://www.amazon.co.uk/Routledge-Companion-Companions-Management-Accounting/dp/0415635454

France Culture features Al Akhawayn Professor on Show
Djallil Lounnas, assistant professor in the School of Humanities and Social Sciences,participated in a
debate focused on the coming Algerian presidential elections on the radio station France Culture. Joining
Lounnas in the debate were Benjamin Stora and Akram Belkaid, two specialists of North African history and
politics. The debate was conducted by the famous French journalist Christine Ockrent.
The debate can be listened to in its entirety at:
http://www.franceculture.fr/emission-affaires-etrangeres-algerie-une-election-presidentielle-pour-laforme-2014-04-12

Philosophy and Religious Studies Professor Presents at UK Conference
Christopher Evan Longhurst, assistant professor of philosophy and religious studies at Al Akhawayn University, recently participated in the annual conference of The Society for the Study of Theology at Durham
University held April 7-9 in the United Kingdom. Organized under the theme “Speech and Silence,” Longhurst presented his paper “Sacred Text as Sound Poetry,” a thesis emphasizing the phonetic qualities of the
sacred text’s temporal transmission.
An abstract of the paper can be viewed here.
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Counselor Attends Urban Development Conference
As a fellow of the Global Urban Development organization, Glorianna Pionati, counselor at Al Akhawayn University, recently attended a conference in Medellin, Colombia, South America as part of her work
with the organization.
Global Urban Development frequently meets in major metropolitan areas around the globe to debate
how best to address worldwide urban challenges from pollution, poverty, and property rights, to economic growth, social justice, human rights, and civic harmony.
In addition to being engaged with the events of the Global Urban Development organization, Pionati
also attended events related to the World Urban Forum 7, organized by UN Habitat.
Similar to Global Urban Development, the World Urban Forum aims to discuss pressing issues related
to rapid urbanization and its impact on cities, communities, economies, climate change and policies.

Academic Participates in UN Conference
Driss Kettani, professor in the school of science and engineering, chaired and moderated a session on
e-government during the 13th session of the United Nations Committee of Experts on Public Administration (CEPA) that took place April 7-11 in New York City.
CEPA, established by the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), is responsible for supporting the work
of ECOSOC concerning the promotion and development of public administration and governance among
member states in connection with the UN Millennium Development Goals.
Kettani has published a number of journal papers and book chapters on the topic of ICTs in public
administration (eGovernment). He was the inceptor/leader of the well-known eFez System which won
a number of international distinctions and which is at present the only citizen oriented e-Government
service in Morocco.

Service-Learning and Engagement Examined in Articles
Two new articles written by Al Akhawayn faculty and staff members explore the impact of service
learning and community involvement programs by using the university as a case study.
Brian Seilstad, faculty members in the Language Center, recently had the article “Designing, Implementing, and Evaluating a Department-Wide Service-Learning Program for English Language Learners in
Morocco” published in the Journal of Higher Education and Outreach Enrollment.
In the article, Seilstad examines the Language Center’s service-learning program, specifically the reflections and evaluations of students after their first semester back in spring 2012.
In addition, Seilstad has co-authored “Knowledge, Engagement and Higher Education in Morocco” with
Alice Barnsdale, former director of the Office of Community Involvement.
The article, appearing in the most recent GUNI (Global University Network for Innovation) Report, contains a brief overview by Seilstad on social engagement and responsibility in Moroccan higher education,
with a focus on Al Akhawayn written by Barnsdale.
Citation:
Barnsale, A. and Seilstad, B. (2014). Knowledge, engagement and higher education in Morocco. In: GUNI
Report 5: Knowledge, Engagement and Higher Education: Contributing to Social Change. eds. Escrigas, C.,
Sanchez, J., Hall, B., and Tandon, R. New York. Palgrave Macmillan. p 186-189.
Seilstad, B. (2014). Designing, Implementing, and Evaluating a Department-Wide Service-Learning Program for English Language Learners in Morocco. Journal of Higher Education Outreach and Engagement,
Volume 18, Number 1, p. 229-264.
http://openjournals.libs.uga.edu/index.php/jheoe/article/view/1186
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