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BETTER THAN YOU FOUND IT
WRITTEN BY MADELEINE ZAHN
Leave the place better than you found it. This phrase echoes in my head from
camping trips growing up, reminding me of the last-minute scurry around
the almost abandoned campsite, checking for trash and leftover belongings.
Once the campsite had been thoroughly searched, my family would pile in
our car, leaving no trace that six people had just enjoyed a few days in the
woods.
It seemed like an easy task, to leave the place better than we found it. We
were aware of the environment around us because we were guests, visiting
the woods for a short amount of time, much like we are guests on Earth. We
live on this planet for a few decades, then leave for future generations to
discover what we leave behind. In reality, Earth is not often left in a better
state than we found it.
In recent years, we have become acclimatized to environmental buzzwords,
such as: sustainability, fossil fuels, environmentalism, fracking, and climate
change. These words have initiated a call to action for people around the
world, because we humans have left our trace on Earth— and it is not a
good one. I believe humans have a natural inclination to leave a legacy, but
the disruption of natural environmental processes is not a legacy one wants

to bear. The human race has moved mountains in research and discovery in the past century alone, allowing us
to understand the relationship we have with our planet. Despite the knowledge we have, we fail to put words into
action, causing further damage to our planet. So why have we done so little to change our actions? Can we really
reverse damage humans have caused? How can we leave the world better than we found it? It seems an
impossible task.
Personally, I think back to my freshman year of university when I took a course titled Becoming a Nashville
Glocal, a strange title, but an impactful class. It questioned how you, as an individual, create change in the world.
Throughout the course, the class consistently concluded that you have to be a global local, meaning take local
actions that can have a global impact. Think global, act local.
To mitigate your environmental impact, you must think globally and act locally. This semester, the interns chose
to continue the Green Campus Initiative that was started last year as our intern project. We are looking at the
local actions we can take that will influence communities around the world. Educating students on
environmental stewardship is something they can practice their entire lives. Installing water fountains reduces
plastic waste that could end up as far away as the ocean. The small steps that we take in Ifrane, have the
potential to ripple around the world, leaving this beautiful earth, our home, better than we found it.

FOR A FEW DOLLARS MORE
(AND A FEW BOTTLES LESS)
WRITTEN BY NATHAN LINCOLN
In my scant free time away from the Presidential Internship Program, I have developed two major hobbies: Going
on hikes and watching western movies. When I say westerns, I am, of course, referring to spaghetti westerns, a
subgenre of the American western from the mid-1960s that were largely filmed in the western Mediterranean
area (some were even located in Morocco). The plot and characters are always pretty formulaic, but what takes
me in is the slow, moody shots of the barren scenery. As a kid growing up in a dully temperate climate, I had
always been enamored with the western. As an adult exploring Morocco with my fellow interns, I am ecstatic.
The Moroccan countryside, and the Ifrane region especially, is starkly beautiful. Barren rocks and arid shrub
lands give way to rich pine forests as you ascend into the mountains. In place of squirrels, you will find families
of Barbary apes. Outside of Ifrane proper, the landscape is populated; dotted with onion farms and sheep
ranches. For a moment, you may feel like the wandering cowboy of those great spaghetti westerns. That is, until
you trip over an old pile of Ain Ifrane water bottles.
Littering is not a problem unique to Ifrane. That age of American cowboys that I write so fondly about was the
catalyst for a time of rapid industrial expansion and environmental destruction. America had to institute strict
environmental protections and infrastructure for recyclable waste in the 1970s, only after our air turned to smog
and our rivers caught fire.
I support the Green Initiative so that Morocco can avoid such environmental hardships. Even after I’ve moved on
to another job, another country, the people here (and the monkeys and the sheep) can still enjoy Morocco’s
unique scenic splendor.
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OUR GUILT-RIDDEN RELATIONSHIP
WITH THE GREEN MOVEMENT
WRITTEN BY ASHLEY JAZAYERI
Recently, I made a confession to a friend of mine.
Ifrane’s recent cold spell brought up the topic of heating
in our apartments, and I confessed that while I was away
at work, I left my furnace on. Turns out, she did too.
While this conversation was not particularly noteworthy,
what was memorable was the almost comical air of guilt
between us at this confession.

Picture taken between Azrou & Ifrane showcasing
Morocco’s beautiful mountainous scenery.

This guilt-ridden conversation may sound familiar. Most people who consider themselves advocates of a
greener lifestyle can identify areas for improvement in their lives when it comes to living a green lifestyle.
None of us are perfect. Yet, I cannot help but wonder if this way of guilt-ridden thinking is
counterproductive.
Being an advocate for the environment means taking small steps to change our learned habits to decrease
our carbon footprint. My point is: don’t give up trying to help our planet when you realize that you have
areas for improvement. My hope is that being aware of our imperfect support for sustainability will
encourage us to do better, rather than discouraging us from trying at all.

REDUCE REFUSE - REUSE
WRITTEN BY TERESA DERR
Just recently, I attended an event that an RA put on. It was
an Item Swap, a place where people could bring clothes or
other items they had lying around that they weren’t using
and trade it for something else of the same value, an item
that someone else had brought. It made me think of the
adage: One man’s trash is another man’s treasure! The
event and the saying both have the same goal of reducing
waste by reusing items instead of throwing them away.
A picture of Ifrane, from a hike.

This principle of reusing is one that I grew up with. My
mom is big about making sure that our house produces as
little trash as possible. We had more compost bins,
recycling bins, and donation bins than we had trash cans.
My University campus was the same, with signs to teach
people about which bin to put which item into. It was
certainly a shock to me, to come to Morocco and only see
trash cans!
Reducing refuse, waste, and rubbish is an important part of
protecting the environment. Food scraps can be turned into
compost and used to rejuvenate the land. Water can be
purified and reused. Plastics, metals, and paper can be
recycled and made into new items instead of them simply

A picture of Mt. Ranier in my home state.
So much beauty to be protected!

waiting around hundreds of years to decompose. Learning
how to make trash into treasure can help us protect the
environment, one reuse at a time.
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DOOMSYEAR- OR THE YEAR
THAT SAVES US ALL?
WRITTEN BY CHLOE-KATE ABEL
The first time the “Mayan Doomsday Calendar” - the
prediction that the world would end in 2012 - was
brought to my attention, I replied with a cool and aloof
“Haha”. Inside, however, my mind was racing. 2012
wasn’t far off, and there was so much more I wanted to
do. Of course, 2012 came and went, and the world is still
here.
In some ways, 2020 feels as if it’s teetering on the edge
of being a doomsday. Order began to crumble with the
onset of a pandemic, followed by mass protests against
systemic racism, and the appearance of invasive locusts
of biblical plague-like proportions. With each new ding
of a news notification came a headline more
preposterous than the last.
One afternoon around April, however, I got the usual
“ding” of a news alert. Even as my mind said “don’t
bother,” my phone-addicted hand was reaching to see
what it was. To my surprise and, ultimately, delight, it
was a report about quarantine’s impact on climate
change. The dramatic decrease in travel and generally
spending more time at home had given the earth a
much-needed break.
Perhaps the world won’t end this year, and likely there
is no predetermined doomsday. Nonetheless, we are
running on borrowed time before the effects of global
warming become irreversible. 2020 didn’t go according
to plan, but I’ve started to view it as the earth's way of
saying it needed a reset. Now, it is up to us to use the
extra time this pandemic has given us to make changes
in our lifestyle that will last and protect the earth,
before the next big disaster is something we can’t
recover from.

"2020 DIDN’T GO ACCORDING TO
PLAN, BUT I’VE STARTED TO VIEW IT
AS THE EARTH'S WAY OF SAYING IT
NEEDED A RESET."
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OUR GREEN CAMPUS INITIATIVE
This month our newsletter focused on the intern’s experience with environmental issues. The intern cohort
decided to resume the Green Campus Initiative that was started by previous interns. The Green Campus
Initiative is a collaboration between the Presidential Interns and the Green House Club to bring sustainable
practices to the AUI campus. Due to the pandemic outbreak, the interns last year were unable to complete
their water fountain installation project. This semester, the Green Campus Initiative has been raising funds
for the water fountains in hopes of installation next semester.
So far 32 510 MAD has been raised from students alone! Throughout the year, the Green Campus Initiative
hopes to lay the groundwork for a sustainability fund on campus, as well as other projects that will
encourage environmental stewardship at AUI.
If you would like to donate or learn more about the Green Campus Initiative, please follow this link.

Some interns and friends on a hike near Ifrane.

Interns enjoying the first heavy snow in Ifrane at the beginning of the month..

INTERNS AT WORK
This semester has been quite busy for our interns!
Teresa worked hard to put on the RA Campfire event with
Housing and Residential Life. A few of the other interns were able
to help out as "Covid police" making sure that attendees were
wearing their masks and social distancing. The event was a great
night to relax and enjoy some s'mores by the fire.
Ashley has been working in the COO's office on the Strategic
Plan. This has given her the ability to facilitate strategic planning
for our Green Campus Initiative.
In the CLE Chloe-Kate has been working with students to
improve their English language skills, as well as preparing for
new students next semester.
The OIRE, where Nathan works, sent out their student
satisfaction survey this month, in hopes of improving the campus
for students.
In the Campus Life office, Madeleine is gearing up for a
Christmas event with the international students on campus, as
well as engaging with students through social media.
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A photo from the Campfire event.
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PRESIDENTIAL INTERN ALUMNI
2016-2019
Alison Elder (2016) USA
Jessica Jasso (2016) USA
Marina Lorenzini (2016) USA
Olivia Snow (2016) USA
Sarah Taylor (2016) USA
Khairunnisa Usman (2016) Indonesia
Chris Aboukhaled (2018) USA
Jessica Borgert (2018) USA
Kenneth Cruz (2018) USA
Latonya Jones (2018) USA
Sarina Leon (2018) USA
Gabrielle Leparik (2018) USA
Nabeelah Muhammad (2018) USA

Nanuka Chachibaia (2017) Georgia
Liam Reilly (2017) USA
Carrie Robinson (2017) USA
Sara Stokes (2017) USA
Erin Worden (2017) USA
Kseniya Autukhovich (2019) Belarus
Jasmine Malone (2019) USA
Rhea Iten (2019) Switzerland
Bryan Cleveland (2019) USA
Caroline Kimbro (2019) USA
Syeda Saad (2019) USA
Melody Anthony (2019) Nigeria
Isabel Bonhomme (2019) USA
Evelyn Cruz (2019) USA
Sinclair Barbehenn (2019) USA

We would like to thank our alumni for their support and contributions they made to make AUI a
better place. Below you can find multiple ways to keep up with the current Presidential Interns,
we encourage you to reach out and engage with us through our social media platforms. We also
invite you to join our new LinkedIn group "AUI Alumni: Presidential Internship Program
Network".
We would love to hear from you and see where you are now. If you're interested in telling us how
the Presidential Internship Program at AUI has shaped your future, reach out to us on our social
media or email auipip@aui.ma.

AUI Presidential Internship Program
AUI Alumni: Presidential Internship
Program Network
@auipresidentialinternship
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Cherif Belfekih
Director, Presidential Internship Program
E-mail: c.belfekih@aui.ma

Imad Ghomri
E-mail: i.ghomri@aui.ma
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