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PRESIDENTIAL

INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

 

Program
Overview:
 
 

The Presidential Internship Program (PIP) was started in Fall
2016 with the hope of building a bridge between students of
international, American-style, Liberal Arts universities and 
Al Akhawayn University (AUI) itself. By bringing in Presidential
Interns from all over the world to AUI for a year, PIP allows
them to immerse themselves in Moroccan culture as well as
begin a cultural exchange between themselves and the rest 
of the AUI community. Through working at various AUI
departments, taking courses, joining teams, and traveling with
other students, the Presidential Interns are able to experience
AUI firsthand and help its community and themselves grow
through their newly acquired knowledge. This month, we
welcome 10 interns from the USA, Belarus, Switzerland, and
Nigeria to be part of the AUI community for this academic year.

 
Al Akhawayn University, Ifrane

Welcoming Our 
New Interns
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Rhea Iten
 
Rhea got to know Al Akhawayn University through the 

Arabic and North African Studies Program. Because she
enjoyed her stay so much, she decided to come back when she

heard  about the Presidential Internship Program. She really
loves languages and exploring different cultures, which is why

Morocco seemed to be the perfect place. While at AUI, she's
looking forward to meeting new people and improving 

her Arabic. She also hopes to pickup some Darija.

 
Lucerne, Switzerland | First Year Experience Program

Kseniya Autukhovich
 

Kseniya chose the PIP at al Akhawayn University because 
of the wonderful opportunity to study something new. 

While at AUI, Kseniya hopes to continue working on OIRE’s
strategic plan and to make AUI a better place. Kseniya hopes
to improve her basic knowledge of Darija during her time in
Morocco and to make use of it while exploring the country.

 
Minsk, Belarus | Office of Institutional 

Research and Effectiveness (OIRE)

Jasmine Malone
 

Having done a yearlong exchange program at AUI during
her undergraduate career, Jasmine discovered that the unique
opportunity to return and learn more about Moroccan culture
and language presented itself with the PIP. She will pursue
her Master of Arts in International Studies and Diplomacy at
AUI, while simultaneously interning at the Azrou Center for
Community Development. Given her passion for sustainable
international development through education, being the
intern for the Azrou Center will enable her to learn and
partake in Moroccan educational and socio-political
strategies - beyond the classroom!

 
Houston, USA| Azrou Center for 
Community Development
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Syeda Saad
 Syeda is a New Jersey native who received her dual 
BA in English and Journalism and Media Studies. After 
holding positions at youth development programs and
publications, she traveled to Morocco to work at AUI in
order to gain experiences in a new environment as 
well as to expand her cultural thinking.

 
Jersey City, USA | Office of the President

Bryan Cleveland
 
Bryan chose the Presidential Internship Program at Al
Akhawayn University because of the exciting opportunity 
to discover a new language, culture, and part of the world. 
At the same time, he's looking forward to engaging with the
community here at the university and hopefully outside of it
as well. Bryan hopes to learn as much as possible from his
experiences while here in Morocco, and he'd like to foster
relationships that will far outlast his 10-month stay in Ifrane.

 
Boston, USA | Health Center and Interfaith Office

Caroline Kimbro
 

Since studying abroad at Al Akhawayn University 
during  her undergraduate degree, Caroline was eager to

return to Morocco and the Al Akhawayn community after
graduation. The Presidential Internship Program provides an
ideal avenue for her to continue exploring Moroccan culture
and the Arabic language, while simultaneously contributing

to the work of the University and success of students. She
hopes to use the communication and social media experience

she gained studying and working at Marshall University to 
 enhance outreach initiatives at Al Akhawayn.

 
Philadelphia, USA | Office of 

Development and Communication
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Melody Anthony
 

The AUIPIP seemed to Melody to be a really great 
way to spend a gap year. New country, new culture, new

experiences...plus courses providing the perfect opportunity
to engage with Middle Eastern  influences and North African

Politics. She looks forward to mastering the Moroccan cuisine,
exploring its stories, and at some point, overcoming the

intricacies of Darija. Thanks to AUI's international outlook,
Melody  also thinks of these next few months 

as a window into the rest of the world.

 
Nigeria| Office of Housing, 

Vice President of Student Affairs

Evelyn Cruz
 

Evelyn studied abroad at AUI during the Spring of 2018 
and fell in love with the country of Morocco. She chose 

PIP because it provides her with an opportunity to interact
with students that are both vibrant and politically active. 

Evelyn hopes to have an enriching experience personally
 and intellectually. Her goal is to be a reliable asset to the

Student Activities office and also be a person the students 
of AUI can rely on for any concerns or suggestions.

 
Chicago, USA | Student Activities, 

Office of Community Involvement

Isabel Bonhomme
 Upon graduation, Isabel was eager to enter the field of
International Education and Student Services so she could
work with students to foster meaningful dialogue and
experiences surrounding cross-cultural awareness. After
studying abroad in Rabat in the fall of 2017, she was on the
lookout for an opportunity to come back to Morocco. As a
graduate of a Liberal Arts institution, Isabel was excited to
see that AUI was pioneering the Liberal Arts experience in
Morocco. While at AUI, Isabel hopes to learn more about
working in a University environment, understanding
Moroccan society on a deeper level, and making the most 
of her work experience so she can carry what she learns 
to her next job opportunity. She also hopes to create
lasting relationships with students, staff, and 
faculty at Al Akhawayn.

 
New York, USA | HCC, NOVA, VPAA
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PRESIDENTIAL INTERN ALUMNI

2016-2018

 
Alison Elder (2016) USA
Jessica Jasso (2016) USA

Marina Lorenzini (2016) USA
Olivia Snow (2016) USA
Sarah Taylor (2016) USA

Khairunnisa Usman (2016) Indonesia

Nanuka Chachibaia (2017) Georgia
Liam Reilly (2017) USA

Carrie Robinson (2017) USA
Sara Stokes (2017) USA

Erin Worden (2017) USA

Sinclair Barbehenn
 Sinclair grew up in the Boston area but found her way to 
Ohio for undergraduate studies at Kenyon College, where 
she double-majored in Psychology and French. When 
studying abroad in Paris spring of her junior year, she visited
her best friend in Rabat. It was her first time in Morocco and
she thoroughly enjoyed it, sparking an interest in the country
and the people. As she returned to the States for her senior
year, she took a course on Moroccan history and culture,
which led her to AUI. She hopes to explore more Francophone
countries and their cultures, starting with Morocco. She is
looking forward to getting to know the AUI community by
joining some athletic clubs like volleyball and frisbee as well
as taking time to volunteer with NOVA and at the Azrou
Center. She hopes to be a member of the Interfaith Alliance 
to have new experiences and learn more about religion.

 
Bedford, USA | Office of Internal Audit

auipip@aui.ma

 

https://www.aui.ma/auipip/

 

https://www.instagram.com/alakhawayn_university/

 

(+212)(0)5-35-86-3677

 
E-mail: c.belfekih@aui.ma

 

Cherif Bel Fekih

 
Director, Presidential Internship Program

 

E-mail: i.ghomri@aui.ma
 

Imad Ghomri

 

Chris Aboukhaled (2018) USA
Jessica Borgert (2018) USA
Kenneth Cruz (2018) USA
Latonya Jones (2018) USA

Sarina Leon (2018) USA
Gabrielle Leparik (2018) USA

Nabeelah Muhammad (2018) USA

https://www.instagram.com/alakhawayn_university/
https://www.facebook.com/auipip/
https://www.aui.ma/auipip/
https://www.instagram.com/alakhawayn_university/
https://www.aui.ma/auipip/

