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 Course Descriptions                
 

Course Numbers and Discipline 
Abbreviations 

 

 

Standard Course Numbers 
 

AUI uses a three-letter discipline abbreviation and four-digit numbering sys- 
tem for all courses in which each number provides specific information about 
the course it identifies. 

 

Example:             BIO 
1401 

 

The abbreviation BIO indicates the course is in the discipline of Biology (see 
below for all discipline abbreviations). 

 

The first digit (1 in the example above) denotes the level of the course: 

 

1 Freshman course 
2 Sophomore course 
3 Junior course 
4 Senior course 
5 Graduate course 
6 Executive MBA or continuing education course 

 

The second digit (4) denotes the number of semester credit hours (SCH)award- ed 
for the course. 

 

The third and fourth digits (01) distinguish the individual course. 
 

 

Discipline Abbreviations 
 

Each discipline or area of study is assigned a three-letter abbreviation which is 
used as an identifying prefix to the course number. The abbreviations are: 

 

Academic Reading                                                                                                   
ARD Accounting                                                                                                                 
ACC Academic Listening, Speaking and Note-taking                                             
ALS Academic Writing                                                                                                     
AWT Arabic Studies                                                                                                  
ARA/ARB 
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Berber                                                                                                                             
BRB Biology                                                                                                                      
BIO Biotechnology                                                                                                            
BTC Chemistry                                                                                                                    
CHE Communication                                                                                                        
COM Computer Science                                                                                                     
CSC Economics                                                                                                                    
ECO English                                                                                                                      
ENG Engineering                                                                                                                
EGR Finance                                                                                                                            
FIN French                                                                                                              
FRE/FRN General Business                                                                                                       
GBU Geography                                                                                                                   
GEO Greek                                                                                                                          
GRK Grammar in Academic Context                                                                            
GAC Hebrew                                                                                                                        
HEB History                                                                                                                             
HIS Human Resource Development                                                                          
HRD Humanities                                                                                                               
HUM International Studies                                                                                                 
INS Internship                                                                                                                       
INT Latin                                                                                                                          
LAT Literature                                                                                                                         
LIT Management                                                                                                           
MGT Management Information Systems                                                                     
MIS Marketing                                                                                                                   
MKT Mathematics                                                                                                               
MTH Philosophy                                                                                                                     
PHI Physics                                                                                                                          
PHY Political Science                                                                                                         
PSC Psychology                                                                                                                    
PSY Social Science                                                                                                             
SSC Sociology                                                                                                                     
SOC Spanish                                                                                                                  
SPN Study Skills                                                                                                                   
SSK Sustainable Energy Management                                                                       
SEM 
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Course Listings 
 

 

Accounting 
(ACC) 

 

ACC 2301 Accounting Principles I                                                                 
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: MTH 1300, or MTH 1303, or MTH 

1304 

3 lecture hours 
This course is an introduction to the fundamental concepts of accounting, dou- ble 
entry accounting theory, recording procedures, worksheet techniques, and 
financial statements preparation. 

 

ACC 2302 Accounting Principles II                                                                
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: ACC 

2301 

3 lecture hours 
Basic cost relationships, product costs, financial accounting, cost of products for 
managerial decision-making, forecasting, budgeting and tactical decisions: 
capital budgeting, service department allocations, and responsibility account- ing. 

 

ACC 3201 Moroccan Accounting and Taxation                                        3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior Standing, ACC 2301, and ACC 

2302 

3 lecture hours 
This course introduces students to main topics in Moroccan accounting system 
and taxation. The objective is two-fold: (i) preparing students to operate more 
effectively in the Moroccan business environment and (ii) developing sensi- 
tivity to differences between the American and the Moroccan systems with 
respect to the form, content, and meaning of financial statements. At a mini- 
mum, the following subjects will be discussed: history of the accounting prac- 
tice in Morocco, financial statements, fixed assets, income taxes, value added 
tax, and financial statement analysis. 

 

ACC 3399 Special Topics in Accounting:                                                     
3 SCH 
Pre-requisite: Junior Standing, ACC 2301, and ACC 

2302 

3 lecture hours 
This course consists of specially scheduled readings on significant issues or 
topics relevant to the study of accounting and/or taxation. 

 

ACC 4305 Comparative Accounting Systems                                            3 
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SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior Standing and FIN 

3301 

3 lecture hours 
This course provides students the opportunity to learn about the diverse fi- 
nancial reporting practices from around the world and the reasons behind that 
diversity across countries. The course also provides a framework for examining 
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the major issues in international financial reporting and also a study of Interna- 
tional Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS). 

 

Accounting 
(ACC) 

 

ACC 5302 Advanced Financial and Managerial Accounting              3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: ACC 

2301 

3 lecture hours 
This course focuses on the use of accounting information for internal plan- ning 
and control purposes. It explores the analysis and design of systems that provide 
cost information that is useful in making strategic and operating deci- sions. At a 
minimum, the following subjects are discussed: cost system design, financial 
responsibility centers, planning and budgeting systems, advantages and 
limitations of activity-based costing methods, and performance measures and 
evaluation. 

 

ACC 5305 Intermediate Financial Accounting                                          3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: ACC 

2301 

3 lecture hours 
This course focuses on the sources of capital and its information requirements by 
providing tools to analyze and exploit information in corporate financial 
statements. At a minimum, the following subjects are discussed: financial and 
decision-making analysis, major asset and liability accounts, and shareholders’ 
equity. 

 

ACC 5307 Auditing Theory and Practice                                                    
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: ACC 

2301 

3 lecture hours 
This course provides an in-depth study of the auditing framework and over- 
views the audit profession, process, and procedures. At a minimum, the follow- 
ing subjects are discussed: the role of the auditor, auditor litigation, compliance 
with laws and regulations, the framework of audit planning, audit evidence and 
internal controls, analytical procedures, and professional ethics. 

 

ACC 5308 International Accounting                                                             
3 SCH 
Prerequisites: ACC 

2301 

3 lecture hours 
This course focuses on accounting and financial reporting in the global mar- 



Course Descriptions 

Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane | 2012-2013 Catalog | 226 

 

 

ketplace. Since generally accepted accounting and reporting principles vary 
throughout the world, this course is designed to attempt to explain the reasons for 
these variations and analyze how these differences impact financial state- ments 
and business decisions as well as the benefits and drawbacks of har- 
monization of accounting standards. At a minimum, the following subjects are 
discussed: International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS) and an analysis of 



Course Descriptions 

Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane | 2012-2013 Catalog | 227 

 

 

 

 

financial and managerial issues faced by the multinational corporation includ- 
ing foreign exchange gains or losses, translation of foreign currency financial 
statements, group accounting, segment reporting, and international transfer 
pricing. 

 

ACC 5399 Special Topics in Accounting                                                      
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: ACC 5302 or special 

permission 

3 lecture hours 
Specially scheduled courses on significant issues or topics relevant to the study of 

accounting 
 

 

Academic Listening and Speaking 
(ALS) 

 

ALS 1001 Academic Listening and Speaking I                                         0 
SCH 
5 lecture hours 
ALS 1001 is a 75-hour intensive listening and speaking course. Working up 
from a low to high intermediate level, it first introduces students at a low to the 
major components of oral and aural academic discourse. At this level, students 
grow to comprehend academic lectures and analyze their components. In ad- 
dition, students use effective and various note-taking methods, participate in 
discussions and in-class dialogues, and give relevant and informative presenta- 
tions.The course adopts a communicative and learner-centered approach.  In 
addition, it reinforces and integrates the other language skills (reading, gram- 
mar, and writing). 

 

ALS 1002 Academic Listening and Speaking II                                        0 
SCH 
5 lecture hours 
ALS 1002 is a 75-hour intensive listening and speaking course which moves 
from the high-intermediate to the advanced level level in this skill. Students 
develop their academic listening, speaking, and note-taking skills, and handle 
long, fast-paced technical lectures after a single listening. In preparation for their 
degree programs, students practice the principles of effective note-taking as a 
means to create more focused, complete, and organized notes, as they also build 
spoken fluency and accuracy through discussions, debates, and individ- ual 
persuasive presentations. The course adopts a communicative and learner- 
centered approach. In addition, it reinforces and integrates the other language 
skills (reading, grammar, and writing). 

 

ALS 1003 Academic Listening and Speaking III                                      0 
SCH 
7.5 lecture hours 
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ALS 1003 is a 112.5 hour intensive listening and speaking course at an interme- 
diate to advanced level. ALS 1003 expands students  understanding of the or- 
ganizational elements of an academic lecture by focusing on ‘pre-’, ‘while-’, and 
‘post-’listening comprehension tasks. These variations help them understand 
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the principles of effective note-taking in order to create more focused, com- 
plete, and organized notes. The process focuses on building fluency, accuracy, 
and improved pronunciation.  In ALS 1003, students cultivate skills in leading 
discussions and speaking persuasively through individual presentations. The 
course adopts a communicative and learner-centered approach.  In addition, it 
reinforces and integrates the other language skills (reading, grammar, and 
writing). 

 

ALS 1004 Academic Listening and Speaking IV                                      0 
SCH 
7.5 lecture hours 
ALS-SSIEP is a summer intensive listening and speaking course at the high- 
intermediate to advanced level. This course exposes students to the organiza- 
tional elements of an academic lecture by focusing on ‘pre-’, ‘while-’, and ‘post- 
’listening comprehension tasks. These variations help students understand the 
principles of effective note-taking in order to create more focused, complete, and 
organized notes. The course focuses on building fluency, accuracy, and 
improved pronunciation.  In ALS-SSIEP, students cultivate skills in leading dis- 
cussions and speaking persuasively through group presentations. The course 
adopts a communicative and learner-centered approach.  In addition, it rein- 
forces and integrates other language skills (reading, grammar, and writing). 

 

 

Arabic 
(ARA/ARB) 

 

Courses Designed for Non-Native Speakers of Arabic 

(ARA) 

 

ARA 1300 Moroccan Arabic 1                                                                          
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: This course is opened to students who have studied Arabic for 

at 
least one semester; only students who are placed in Beginning 2 and 

Intermediate 1 in Modern Standard Arabic courses are allowed to enroll 

in this course (other students need to have a special permission from the 

course instructor) 

3 lecture hours 
This course is designed to enable students to communicate effectively using 
Moroccan Arabic. Its effectiveness lies in enhancing learners’ speaking and lis- 
tening skills so that they can be used in everyday situations. Upon completing 
this course, students should be able to greet people, introduce themselves, ask and 
reply to simple questions, use days and numbers in context, order food, shop, and 
make appointments and reservations. Students are assigned conver- sation 
practice with native speakers in real situations. 

 

ARA 1301 Moroccan Arabic 2                                                                          



Course Descriptions 

Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane | 2012-2013 Catalog | 230 

 

 

3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Intermediate 2 or upper levels of Modern Standard 

Arabic 

3 lecture hours 
This course is designed to enable students to communicate effectively using 
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Moroccan Arabic. Upon completing this course, students should be able to give 
directions, talk about future plans, use common idiomatic expressions, and en- 
gage in conversations in Moroccan Arabic with native speakers about a wide 
range of topics, both academic and non-academic. Students are assigned data 
gathering and conversation practice with native speakers in real situations. 

 

ARA 1311/1511 Beginning Arabic I                                                             
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
Designed for beginners, this course focuses on the speaking and writing skills, 
teaching the mechanics of writing in the Arabic script. Students practice and 
learn Arabic sounds, paying particular attention to the differences between al- 
Fusha and other Arabic varieties (Moroccan Arabic in particular). By the end 
of this course, students are able to communicate effectively in writing and in 
speech on personal topics and topics of everyday life. 

 

ARA 1312/1512 Beginning Arabic II                                                            
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course builds upon the foundation set by ARA 1311/ 1411. The course en- 
hances students’ writing ability in Arabic and enriches their accuracy through 
spelling, vocabulary, and grammar drills and exercises. 

 

ARA 2311 Intermediate Arabic I                                                                    
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
In Intermediate Arabic I, students consolidate their writing and speaking abili- 
ties in terms of vocabulary, grammar, and style. The course enables students to 
express themselves with some degree of sophistication. 

 

ARA 2312 Intermediate Arabic II                                                                   
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course develops the four language skills: listening, reading, speaking, and 
writing. The course also provides students with the necessary vocabulary to be 
able to communicate effectively in most situations. 

 

ARA 2320 Media Arabic                                                                                      
3 SCH 
Pre/Corequisite: Intermediate Arabic II or 

equivalent 
3 lecture hours 
The course provides students with the basic skills and vocabulary necessary to 
understand the language of the media. By the end of the course, students are 
expected to (1) master core vocabulary in the field of the media, (2) understand 
the main points in TV newscasts and reports, (3) summarize and comment on 
texts from the media, and (4) write articles for the media. 
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ARA 2321 Media Arabic II                                                                                  
3 SCH 
Pre/Corequisite: Advanced Arabic I or 

equivalent 

3 lecture hours 
This course provides students with the necessary language tools to commu- 
nicate and report in writing and orally about current events. It also introduces 
them to the variety of Arab mass-media (papers, radio, TV, websites) By the end 
of the course, students are expected to (1) analyze and make comments on ele- 
ments of the news, (2) report in writing and orally about current events, and (3) 
recognize the importance and role of major titles in Arab mass-media. 

 

ARA 3311 Advanced Arabic I                                                                           
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course develops further students’ listening and speaking skills. It also intro- 
duces them to the study of Arabic and Islamic culture. The course is designed to 
provide students with the necessary tools to be able to interact with native 
speakers without difficulty. 

 

ARA 3312 Advanced Arabic II                                                                          
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The course covers all aspects of language use. It trains students in all skills at a 
level that would allow them to interact with native speakers fluently. In this 
course, students obtain an understanding of Arabic culture in order to be able to 
function effectively and appropriately in the Arab and Muslim world. 

 

ARA 4311/ARA 4611 Journalistic and Literary Arabic                          3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course is designed for students who have studied at an advanced level for at 
least two semesters. It emphasizes development of skills in reading, writing, and 
listening and speaking through the use of authentic journalistic, literary materials 
and guest lectures. 

 

ARA 4312 Arabic for Business                                                                         
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course is designed for students who studied Arabic for at least three years, It 
aims to increase their vocabulary in business Arabic and make them interact and 
understand the world of business through texts and situations. 

 

ARA 4313: Readings in Arab Culture                                                             
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course is designed for advanced students of Arabic. Its objective is to 
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strengthen students’ language skills, and develop their cultural background by 
understanding and discussing authentic texts. The course provides students 
with the stylistic and persuasive tools necessary to enhance their oral and writ- 
ten communication skills and enable them to discuss abstract subjects. 
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ARA 4399 Special Topics in Arabic                                                                
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
Specially scheduled courses on significant topics relevant to the study of Ara- 
bic. 

 

Courses Designed for Native Speakers of Arabic 

(ARB) 

 

ARB 1303 Basic Standard Arabic Skills I                                                    
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course is for Arab students who speak one of the Arabic dialects, but have 
never studied Modern Standard Arabic. This course focuses on teaching the 
basic skills of reading, writing, and listening and speaking in Arabic. 

 

ARB 1304 Basic Standard Arabic Skills II                                                   
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course if for Arab students who have successfully finished the course ARB 
1303 or the ones whose results in the placement test allows them to take ARB 
1304. This course focuses on developing the students’ skills in reading, writ- 
ing, and listening and speaking in Modern Standard Arabic. At the end of this 
course the students are able to read and understand short texts from news- papers, 
to write compositions in Arabic, and to comment on ideas in accurate Arabic. 

 

ARB 1309 Arabic for General Purposes                                                       
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
In this course, students are trained to use words, structures, and expressions 
effectively. Special emphasis is placed on the characteristics of Arabic sentence 
structure. This enable students to distinguish grammatical from ungrammati- cal 
usage both in writing and speaking. The main objective is to bring the stu- dent 
up to the level where they may be able to fully appreciate the subtleties of the 
Arabic language. 

 

ARB 1310 Arabic for Academic Purposes                                                   
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course reviews the grammar, structures and expressions learned by stu- 
dents in high school. The course aims to train students to use this knowledge 
effectively and correctly in listening, reading, speaking, and writing in different 
communicative contexts. 

 

ARB 1320 Arabic for Communication Purposes  3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This advanced course focuses on all aspects of oral and written communica- tion. 
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It has three components: a) review of the basic rules of mechanics and grammar; 
b) use of selected texts to practice reading aloud, remedy speech er- 
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rors, and to develop comprehension and appreciation; c) practice writing in re- 
sponse to topic assignments. The course also provides students with the skills for 
interpersonal, group and public communication and debate, and develops 
awareness of the importance of linguistic variations between the colloquial and 
the formal in various Arabic countries. 

 

ARB 2301 Arabic Translation                                                                            
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
Students’ ability to translate from English and French (depending on the in- 
structor) into Arabic is developed. The translated texts cover different fields of 
discourse, but emphasis is placed on scientific and technical terminology. 

 

ARB 2302 Arabic through the Mass Media                                               
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
Students’ oral and written Arabic is improved through the study of journalistic 
models of reporting. Written texts and audio and video materials are used as 
basis for discussion and exercises. Professionals may be invited to talk to stu- 
dents about what it takes to use Arabic in the mass media. 

 

ARB 2303 Scientific and Professional Arabic                                            3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
It prepares students for the use of Arabic in scientific and business careers and 
the enrichment of their scientific lexicon in Arabic. Emphasis is placed on com- 
prehension, vocabulary building and technical texts. 

 

ARB 2304 Introduction to Arabic Literature                                             
3 SCH (Same as LIT 2304) 
3 lecture hours 
The aim of this course, taught in Arabic, is to promote the knowledge of differ- 
ent literary genres and to enable students to differentiate between them and to 
appreciate beauty in a literary work of art. Literary concepts are introduced to 
students and followed by reading, analysis, and discussion of works drawn from 
various genres. 

 

ARB 2305 Introduction to World Literature in Arabic                          3 
SCH (Same as LIT 2035, equivalent to LIT 2301) 
3 lecture hours 
This course, taught in Arabic, gives students a broad introduction to world lit- 
erature. It introduces them to different trends in various parts of the world. The 
texts are either written in Arabic or translated into Arabic from other languages. In 
addition to their literary and aesthetic value, this collection of texts belongs to a 
variety of literary genres and is written by authors of diverse nationalities. 
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ARB 3301 Writing for the Professions in Arabic                                      3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior 

Standing 

3 lecture hours 
Advanced writing for industry, administration, and the corporate world. It em- 
phasizes proposals, technical reports and position papers and includes the usual 
protocols for inter-office memos and letters. The course also examine 
conventions of politeness using electronic media. 

 

Academic Reading 
(ARD) 

 

ARD 1001 Academic Reading I                                                                       
0 SCH 
5 lecture hours 
ARD 1001 is a 75-hour intensive reading course which acquaints students with 
culturally diverse and authentic readings, texts, and books, and covers the fol- 
lowing academic competencies:  developing basic dictionary and vocabulary 
skills, effective reading strategies, and reading speed combined with compre- 
hension. The course adopts a communicative and learner-centered approach. In 
addition, the course reinforces and integrates other language skills (listening and 
speaking, grammar, and writing). 

 

ARD 1002 Academic Reading II                                                                      
0 SCH 
5 lecture hours 
ARD 1002 is a 75-hour intensive reading course which consists of expanding the 
students’ low freqency vocabulary, developing their critical reading strate- gies,  
academically responding to reading material both orally and in writing. The 
course adopts a communicative and learner-centered approach.  In addi- tion, it 
reinforces and integrates the other language skills (listening and speak- ing, 
grammar, and writing). 

 

ARD 1003 Academic Reading III                                                                     
0 SCH 
7.5 lecture hours 
ARD 1003 is a 112.5 hour intensive reading course which introduces students to 
basic and academic reading strategies. Gradually, through the use of mul- tiple 
textual resources and practice, students proficiency reaches an advanced level, 
and they gain the critical reading skills necessary to master challenging academic 
texts. The course adopts a communicative and learner-centered ap- proach.  In 
addition, it reinforces and integrates the other language skills (lis- tening and 
speaking, grammar, and writing). 

 

ARD 1004 Academic Reading IV                                                                    
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0 SCH 
7.5 lecture hours 
ARD-SSIEP is a summer intensive course that introduces students to the basic 
reading strategies of surveying, skimming, and scanning. Over time, using best 
practices and a variety of materials, students gradually gain an advanced level 
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of proficiency in reading as well as the critical reading skills necessary to cope 
with challenging academic texts.  The course, which exposes students to cul- 
turally diverse and authentic reading material, works to extend students’ aca- 
demic vocabulary and enable them to apply low frequency words in academic 
writing.  The course adopts a communicative and learner-centered approach. In 
addition, it reinforces and integrates the other language skills (listening and 
speaking, grammar, and writing). 

 

Academic Writing 
(AWT) 

 

AWT 1001   Academic Writing I                                                                       
0 SCH 
5 lecture hours 
Academic Writing I is a 75—contact-hour course that focuses on the building 
blocks of writing: clauses and sentences. The course also introduces the stu- 
dents to paragraph writing by acquainting them with three rhetorical patterns: 
narrative, process, and definition or description. AWT 1001 approaches writing 
as a process that primes students to develop their writing gradually based  on 
succinct feedback from their instructors. The course adopts a communicative 
and learner-centered approach.  In addition, it reinforces and integrates the other 
language skills (reading, grammar, and listening and speaking). 

 

AWT 1002   Academic Writing II                                                                       
0 SCH 
5 lecture hours 
This course is a 75 contact-hour course. It reviews the fundamentals of para- 
graph writing and then focuses on the essay through instroducing students to four 
rhetorical patterns: classification or process, comparison/contrast, cause/ effect, 
and argumentation. AWT 1002 approaches writing as a manageable pro- cess, one 
that focuses on improving students’ writing gradually based on revi- sion and 
concise feedback from the instructor. The course adopts a communi- cative and 
learner-centered approach.  In addition, it reinforces and integrates the other 
language skills (reading, grammar, and listening and speaking). 

 

AWT 1003   Academic Writing III                                                                    
0 SCH 
7.5 lecture hours 
Academic Writing III is a 112.5 contact intensive course that focuses on writing 
as a manageable process, starting at the level of clauses and sentences, moving on 
to the paragraph, and completing the semester with a concentrated focus on 
essays. AWT 1003 acquaints students with a variety of rhetorical patterns, both at 
the paragraph level (narrative, process, and definition or description) and at the 
essay level (classification or process, comparison/contrast, cause/ef- fect, and 
argumentation). AWT 1003 approaches writing as a manageable pro- cess that 
primes students to develop their writing gradually based on revision and relevant 
feedback from the instructor. The course adopts a communicative and learner-
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skills (reading, grammar, and listening and speaking). 
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AWT 1004 Academic Writing IV                                                                      
0 SCH 
7.5 lecture hours 
Academic Writing (AWT-SSIEP) is an intensive summer course that provides stu- 
dents with writing fundamentals as well as competence with complex forms of 
writing. These aims are attained through a carefully planned syllabus that starts at 
the level of the clause and the sentence, moves to the paragraph, and ends with 
the essay. The course instruduces  students to a variety of rhetorical pat- terns, 
both at the paragraph level and at the essay level. It teaches and reinforc- es 
accurate and appropriate use of language mechanics and style. It actively engages 
students in process writing through which students are required to develop their 
writings through a series of portfolios. The course adopts a com- municative and 
learner-centered approach.  In addition, it reinforces and inte- grates the other 
language skills (reading, grammar, and listening and speak- ing). 

 

 

Biology 
(BIO) 

 

BIO 1400 Environmental Biology                                                                  
4 SCH 
3 lecture hours, 2 lab 

hours 

This course is designed for non-science majors. Its primary goal is to provide 

students with a basic understanding and principles underlying important bio- 

logical concepts and processes as well as applications related to biotechnol- ogy 

and environment. The course will strengthen students’ understanding of the 

relevance of biology to contemporary issues related to lifestyle issues and critical 

analysis of natural resources, land use, agriculture, biodiversity, industri- 

alization, and pollution. 

 

BIO 1401 Principles of Biology                                                                        
4 SCH 
3 lecture hours 2 lab 

hours 

This course is designed to serve students from all majors. An introduction to the 

basic concepts of living organisms: the cell, metabolic activities, reproduc- tion 

and genetics, DNA, and an introduction to molecular biology. All living or- 

ganisms are a collection of the same types of molecules. A two-hour laboratory 

supports the lecture material. 

 

BIO 1402 Environmental Biology II                                                              
4 SCH 
3 lecture hours 2 lab 

hours 

This course is designed to serve students from all majors. It requires no pre- 

requisite. A study of molecular genetics and the diversity of structure and func- 
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tion in living forms. Special attention is paid to the ecological, behavioral, and 

environmental relationships of living creatures in the modern world. A two- hour 

laboratory supports the lecture material. 
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BIO 3301 Bio-Organic Chemistry                                                                   
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Two semesters of college 

chemistry 

3 lecture hours 

This course provides a foundation in structural organic chemistry, acid base 

chemistry, chemical thermodynamics, and reaction mechanisms. Subjects in- 

clude Lewis structures, atomic and hybridized orbitals, stereochemistry, inter- 

and intra-molecular forces of attraction, nucleophilic reaction mechanisms, 

functional groups, and the organic chemistry of biological molecules. Please note 

that this course does not count toward requirements for the master’s de- gree in 

biotechnology. 

 

BIO 4301 Bioscience for Regulatory Affairs                                              
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course examines the fundamental underlying scientific concepts utilized 
in the creation and development of biomedical products. Topics to be covered 
include the structure and function of bio-molecules such as proteins, enzymes, 
carbohydrates, lipids, and DNA, as well as the structure and function of cellular 
components such as membranes, vesicles, organelles, and the cytoskeleton. In 
addition, students will examine the complexities of metabolism, DNA replica- 
tion, transcription, translation, signal transduction mechanisms, apoptosis, the cell 
cycle, and cancer. 

 

Biotechnology (BTC) 
 

BTC 5501 Biotechnology and Recombinant DNA Techniques                    
5 

SCH 

3 lecture hours 6 lab 

hours 
This course deals with the theory and practice of various biotechnology and 
recombinant DNA techniques applicable to research and development, drug 
discovery, clinical therapies, preventive medicine, agriculture, fermentation the 
criminal justice system and a variety of other fields. Modern techniques in com- 
parative and functional genomics are also introduced. 

 

BTC 5302 Biochemistry                                                                                       
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This will be an integrated course of biochemistry, covering many aspects of 
biology, including: metabolism, pharmacology, enzymology, bimolecular 
synthesis and signal transduction, and connecting biochemical information to 
other disciplines such as cell biology, molecular biology, organic chemis- try, 
medicine, etc.. This course represents an overview of basic biochemistry and 
covers most of the aspects of the structures and functions of biologically 
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important molecules with the goal being the development of an integrated 
understanding of how biomolecules act and interact. A technical aspect will also 
be covered, including standard and advanced techniques of biomolecules 
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analysis, extraction and purification, with a special focus on proteins purifica- 
tion. A series of students’ animated seminars will accompany the course to pro- 
vide students with a more critical view and allow them to relate biochemistry 
with cutting edge research in biotechnology and medicine. This course is de- 
signed to provide graduate students (in medicine, biotechnology and health 
professions) with strong foundation in fundamental biochemistry of normal and 
abnormal body processes. Therefore, we will often approach material from a 
medical perspective, though without ceding the chemical nature of the dis- 
cipline. 

 

BTC 5403 Applied Cellular and Molecular Biology                                4 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 2 lab 

hours 
This course will examine molecular and mechanistic aspects of cell biology. 
Topics include: cell biochemistry and biosynthesis, cell signaling, regulation of 
the cell cycle,  and membrane trafficking. This course will also cover applied 
concepts and research techniques in molecular biology. It is designed for stu- 
dents with a good basic knowledge of molecular biology who want to study more 
advanced concepts and how they may be applied in biotechnology. Top- ics for 
discussion include; Introduction to Microbiology, DNA and Molecular Biology, 
Basic Cloning Requirements, Gene Cloning Techniques, Molecular Hy- 
bridisation (Northern, Southern and Western), Construction and Screening of 
Genomic and cDNA Libraries, Restriction Fragment Mapping, Design and use of 
Oligonucleotide Primers, DNA Sequencing, Polymerase Chain Reaction and RT-
PCR, Site-directed Mutagenesis, Cloning Vectors and their Applications, Gene 
Expression Systems, Bioinformatics and Database Searching, Microarrays 
Technology. 

 

BTC 5304 Industrial Microbiology, Biomedical                                        3 
SCH Microbiology and Environmental Hygiene and Techniques 
3 lecture hours 
This course covers the principles of various processes associated with the pro- 
duction and recovery of different bioproducts derived from prokaryotes and 
eukaryotes. Topics include the classification of microorganisms,   media de- 
velopment, instrumentation, fermentation principles, mammalian and insect cell 
propagation, product recovery, protein purification, and the principles of current 
good manufacturing practices (cGMP). Emphasis is on large-scale pro- duction 
methods and production of recombinant proteins for diagnostic and clinical 
applications. Basics on biomedical microbiology and environmental hy- giene and 
techniques are introduced. 

 

BTC 5305 Product Development: From                                                      
3 SCH Research to Manufacturing 
3 lecture hours 
These seminars cover a wide range of topics related to biotechnology. Students 
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are introduced to an extensive overview of a process for the development of a 
biotechnology company, bioinformatics, research methodology, intellectual 
property. They learn to appreciate the importance of quality control and assur- 
ance, good manufacturing practices, preclinical and clinical testing, and the 
lengthy regulatory processes which govern the development, manufacture, and 
eventual sale of biotechnological products. Hands-on solving of practical 
problems and guest lecturers who are experts in the field will familiarize stu- 
dents with the intricacies of the process. 

 

BTC 5306 Molecular Immunology                                                                 
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course covers molecular and cellular immunology, including antigen and 
antibody structure and function, effector mechanisms, complement, major his- 
tocompatibility complexes, B- and T-cell receptors, antibody formation and im- 
munity, cytotoxic responses, and regulation of the immune response. Students are 
also introduced to the applied aspects of immunology, which include im- 
munoassay design and flow cytometry. Special topics include immunomodu- 
lation, immunosuppression, immunotherapy, autoimmunity, and vaccination. 

 

BTC 5307 Agricultural Biotechnology                                                         
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
In this course, students are introduced to the application of recombinant DNA 
Technology to agriculture. This course will also cover the methods for the in- 
troduction of foreign DNA into plant and animal cells and generation of sta- bly 
transformed plants and animals. Students consider specific examples of the use 
of transgenic plants and animals in biotechnology, which can provide protection 
against insects, diseases, and tolerance to specific herbicides. They also 
investigate how recombinant growth hormones can result in leaner meat, greater 
milk yield, better feed utilization, and how transgenic plants and ani- mals can 
serve as bioreactors for the production of medicinals or protein phar- maceuticals. 
Because recombinant agricultural products are released into the environment or 
consumed as foods, students also need to become aware and familiar with 
environmental safety issues. 

 

BTC 5308 Pharmacology                                                                                    
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 2 lab 

hours 
This course will focus on the molecular and cellular aspects of receptor mecha- 
nisms, signaling pathways, effectors systems, and chemotherapeutic approach- es. 
Topics that will be covered include drug-receptor interactions; ligand- and 
voltage-gated ion channels; G protein pathways; growth factor signaling; lipid 
signaling; calcium signaling; nutrient and nitric oxide signaling; mechanisms of 
receptor-mediated  effects on neural excitability, electrical pacemakers, mus- 
cle contraction and gene expression; chemotherapy, including antimicrobial 
agents and cancer chemotherapy. Students will therefore study the pharma- 
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BTC 5309 Genetics and Human Pathology                                                 3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: 

Biochemistry 

3 lecture hours 
Students are introduced to material in basic genetic principles, with empha- sis 
on biochemical and molecular approaches to the study of human health and 
metabolic disease will be provided. Primary genetic defects underlying a 
diversity of disorders will be discussed. Clinical applications of metabolic and 
molecular studies will be discussed. Normal cells and tissues; pathologic prin- 
ciples of cellular adaptation and injury, inflammation, circulatory disorders, im- 
munologic injury, infection, genetic disorders, and neoplasia in humans are ini- 
tiated. Laboratories with examination of microscopic and gross specimens, and 
autopsy case studies emphasizing modern pathology practice are established. 

 

BTC 5333 Final Project                                                                                        
3 SCH 
Pre-requisite: Approval of Graduate 

Advisor 

3 lecture hours 
Students pursuing the professional program in Biotechnology must register for 

the final project and complete it within one full semester. 

 

Berber 
(BRB) 

 

 

BRB 1301 Beginning Berber 1                                                                         
3 SCH 
1 lecture hour, 2 lab 

hours 
The course is intended for beginners and introduces students to the basic for- mal 
elements (phonology, morphology, and syntax) of Middle Atlas Tamazight, as 
well as the socio-cultural components needed to function in basic interac- tions 
with native speakers of the language.  To reach this goal, the course em- phasizes 
communication.  Students will also be trained in the use of Tifinagh (one 
among other scripts used to write the language). 

 

BRB 1302 Beginning Berber 1                                                                         
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: BRB 1301 or instructor’s 

consent 
1 hour lecture, 2 hours 

lab 
The course is offered to students who have completed BRB 1301 or who are able 
to demonstrate a competence in the language equal to that of students who have 
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completed the previous course. The course reinforces formal aspects of Tamazight 
(phonology, morphology, and syntax) introduced in BRB 1301, and acquaints 
students with other features of Tamazight culture with specific reference to 
values and norms, history, and contemporary issues.  Through these activities, 
the course contributes to the students’ ability to communicate effectively in 
Tamazight. 

Chemistry 
(CHE) 
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CHE 1400 Chemistry and the Environment                                              
4 SCH 
3 lecture hours 2 lab 

hours 

This is an introduction to the basic principles of chemistry, with emphasis 
on applications in contemporary societies, particularly those applications 
involving the environment (energy, water, polymers, pollution, etc.) and 
health (food, food reduction, drugs, etc.). A two-hour laboratory supports 
the lecture material. 

 

CHE 1401 General Chemistry I                                                                        
4 SCH 
Prerequisite: One year of secondary/high school 

chemistry 

3 lecture hours 2 lab 

hours 
Fundamentals of atomic structure, chemical bonding, the periodic table, no- 
menclature, kinetic theory, gas laws, chemical equations and solutions. A two- 
hour laboratory supports the lecture material. 

 

 

CHE 1402 General Chemistry II                                                                      
4 SCH 
Prerequisite: CHE 

1401 

3 lecture hours 2 lab 

hours 
Substances (states of matter and changes among them, physical properties of 

solutions and colloids) and the factors that determine the outcome of chemical 

reactions (thermodynamics, equilibria, electrochemistry, and kinetics). A two- 

hour laboratory supports the lecture material. 
 

 

Communication 
(COM) 

 

COM 1301 Communication through Speaking                                        3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: ENG 

1301 

3 lecture hours 
The focus of the course is to develop public speaking and group discussion skills. 
Students engage in a number of public speaking activities designed to promote 
competency in the delivery of speeches, organization of ideas, meth- ods of 
argumentation, utilization of supporting materials, selection of lan- guage, and 
use of narratives. Students work in small groups and teams to do research, 
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presentations, interviews, and interactive role plays. 

 

COM 1302 Introduction to Mass Communication                                  3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: ENG 

1301 

3 lecture hours 
The course surveys the history, structure, and influence of different mass me- 
dia, including newspapers, magazines, radio, television, motion pictures, book 
publishing, the Internet, and satellite communication as mass media industries and 
producers of culture. Topics include persuasion and influence in news, me- 
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dia ethics, the public relations industry, advertising, the effects of heavy ex- 
posure to media, the use of media to control social groups, and the future of 
media. The course also promotes media literacy by developing students’ skills in 
analysis and critical thinking about the mass media. Students are required to carry 
out research projects on media analysis. 

 

COM 2301 Professional Communication                                                    3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: COM 

1301 

3 lecture hours 
The course presents basic theories and strategies of communication as they re- late 
to professional work contexts such as: interpersonal communication, pro- 
fessional presentations, organization of groups and meetings, and conducting 
interviews. Students practice these skills through presentations and role plays. 
They also learn to compose basic written forms of communication essential 
for the professional environment (emails, memos, cover letters, and résumés). 

 

COM 2304 Introduction to Video and Film Production                        3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: COM 

1302 

3 lecture hours 
This hands-on course introduces basic techniques of video and film produc- tion. 
In addition to learning about video and film and its applications as a medium of 
communication, students learn basic video camera operation and develop skills in 
lighting, editing, and sound acquisition. Students create their own final non-sync 
projects. 

 

COM 2320 Communication Theories                                                           
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: COM 1302 (same as COM 3320 in former 

catalogs) 

3 lecture hours 
This course focuses on the major approaches to theory development and the 
leading theories in the discipline of communication, with an attempt to con- nect 
these theories to the students’ experiences. The course draws upon vari- ous 
perspectives: psychological (cognitive and behaviorist), philosophical, lin- 
guistic, and sociological. The course also focuses on genres of theories and on 
the theory/research connection to see how theories are applied. 

 

COM 2326 Visual Communication                                                                 
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: COM 1302 (same as COM 3326 in former 

catalogs) 

3 lecture hours 
This course about the aesthetics and production aspects of visual communi- 



Course Descriptions 

Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane | 2012-2013 Catalog | 253 

 

 

cation is designed to help students develop competence in reading and in- 
terpreting visual images. The course examines technical and stylistic aspects of 
the media through which we experience the world and analyzes ways of 
understanding visual images in a variety of contexts including print, motion 
pictures, still photography, graphic design, television and video, computers 



Course Descriptions 

Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane | 2012-2013 Catalog | 254 

 

 

 

 

and the World Wide Web. The focus is on media stylistic conventions, the func- 
tions of visual images and the intercultural and cross- cultural implications of 
visual communication, and the contribution of visual images to the promotion of 
culture. 

 

COM 2425 Print and Online Production Skills                                          4 
SCH 
Prerequisite: COM 1302 (same as COM 3425 in former 

catalogs) 

4 lecture hours 2 lab 

hours 
This course is designed to teach the basic principles of print, online produc- tion 
and production management within a creative or advertising agency. The 
course introduces students to the visual communication creative process from the 
brief, through ideation, to turning a creative idea into communication material. 
Collaborative and individual work is geared towards the creation of various 
communication products such as a poster, magazine or newspaper ad, brochure, 
or website. Visual information design is emphasized through use of 
methodologies, techniques, and topics including: graphic design, document 
design, creating for specific audiences, usability studies, and issues in digital 
communication. Support for production is enabled by a weekly 2-hour lab where 
students learn relevant Adobe Design applications such as Illustrator, Photoshop, 
and InDesign. 

 

COM 3301 Public Relations Communication                                             3 
SCH 
Prerequisites: COM 1302, Junior Standing, COM 

2301 

3 lecture hours 
The course covers the principles, history, theory and practice of public rela- tions 
in business, organizations, and agencies. The course uses case-method and 
campaign-planning approaches to analyze public relations programs. The course 
also examines the responsibility of the public relations practitioner to 
management and to relevant publics, ethics of public relations practice, and the 
future of the field and career opportunities. 

 

COM 3303 International Communication                                                  
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: COM 1302 and Junior 

standing 

3 lecture hours 
The course examines the major issues in international communication through 
analyses of international news and information flows, media imports/exports, 
privatization and globalization within communications industries, the vari- 
ous models of global media systems, and communication as a human right. 
Students evaluate the social and economic impacts of technological develop- 
ments, the shifting relationships between developed and developing coun- tries, 
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and the socio-economic trends associated with transnationalization of media. 
This course explores concepts such as nationalism, regionalism, global- ization, 
and cultural identity. 
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COM 3310 Promotional Communication                                                    3 
SCH 
Prerequisites: COM 1302, Junior Standing, COM 

2326 

3 lecture hours 
This course introduces students to the practical aspects of material production for 
commercial and non-commercial uses in advertising, marketing commu- 
nication, public relations, and social marketing. Students are exposed to the 
principles of the advertising plan, the design and implementation of sales pro- 
motion strategies, direct-mail advertising, and out-door advertising. Special 
emphasis is put on the design of print and audio visual promotional messages. 
Students are required to participate in a variety of communication activities and 
to perform a number of research tasks and practical assignments. 

 

COM 3321 Media and Society                                                                         
3 SCH 
Prerequisites: COM 1302, Junior 

Standing 

3 lecture hours 
The course examines the role and function of the media within society. It an- 
alyzes the economic and social organization of media, the content of media 
messages, the relationship between media and the public, and the media pol- icy, 
laws, and regulations. 

 

COM 3322 Writing for the Media in English                                             
3 SCH 
Prerequisites: Junior Standing, ENG 1301, COM 

1302 

3 lecture hours 
The following types of writing may be covered in this course: hard news, fea- 
tures, script writing; writing for television, video and the web; and writing 
for advertising and promotional purposes. 

 

COM 3323 Writing for the Media in French                                              
3 SCH 
Prerequisites: Junior Standing, COM 1302, FRN 3310 or 

equivalent 

3 lecture hours 
The following types of writing may be covered in this course: hard news, fea- 
tures, script writing; writing for television, video and the web; and writing 
for advertising and promotional purposes. 

 

COM 3324 Writing for the Media in Arabic                                               
3 SCH 
Prerequisites: Junior Standing COM 1302, ARB 1320 or 

equivalent 

3 lecture hours 
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The following types of writing may be covered in this course: hard news, fea- 
tures, script writing; writing for television, video and the web; and writing 
for advertising and promotional purposes. 
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COM 3327 Persuasion                                                                                       
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior 

Standing 

3 lecture hours 
This course analyzes the use of language, image, and sound in persuasion. In- 
cluded are the study of classical rhetoric as it is used in modern times as well as a 
survey of modern and post-modern approaches to persuasion. Students are 
expected to produce at least one example of original persuasion and are asked to 
present analyses of others’ attempts at persuasion. 

 

COM 3328 Media Text Analysis                                                                       
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior Standing, COM 

2320 

3 lecture hours 
This course focuses on the textual, social and cultural analysis of mass, print, and 
new media. Theoretical frameworks and methods include content analysis, genres 
study, ideological criticism, and various psychological approaches. This course 
may be offered with a particular theme, e.g.: gender and representation, religion, 
or politics. 

 

COM 3329 Screen Studies                                                                                 
3 SCH 
Prerequisites: Junior Standing, COM 

1302 

3 lecture hours 
This course introduces current issues in film and television with emphasis on 
critical thought and analysis. The course begins with attention to aspects of 
image-making activities - such as cinematography, editing, and sound - then 
explores more contextual screen areas such as film and television traditions, 
genres, gender and representation, etc. The development of cinematic lan- guage 
in relation to both production and interpretation are covered from the perspective 
of recent theories of visual culture. The course includes screenings and analysis 
of a range of works. 

 

COM 3330 Organizational Communication                                               3 
SCH 
Prerequisites: Junior Standing, COM 

2301 

3 lecture hours 
Students explore the range of communication required in successful organi- 
zations including the writing of feasibility studies, policy and position papers, 
project plan proposals, and annual reports. The course examines the role of 
communication in organizations as well as the major theories of organization- al 
communication, identifying and defining primary concepts, and applying them 
to discussions of real-world situations. The role of technology, corporate culture, 
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leadership, teamwork, ethics, and diversity in communication is exam- ined. 
Effective communication in global organizations and critiques of organi- zation 
communication systems and structures are also presented. 
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COM 3399 Special Topics in Communication                                            3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior 

Standing 

3 lecture hours 
This course is offered occasionally and topics vary. Course may be taken for 
degree credit only once. 

 

COM 4301 Political Communication                                                             
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior Standing and PSC 

2301 

3 lecture hours 
This course examines communication processes around contemporary politics. It 
assesses the role of media communications in politics and how the media shape 
political opinions and agendas. Themes covered in this course include theories 
of media and democracy, agenda setting and priming, the public sphere, public 
relations and media spin, news production, elections and po- litical marketing, 
public opinion and the crisis of political disengagement, new media and e-
democracy, and censorship and propaganda. Students learn to identify and 
analyze media framing and agenda setting during election cam- paigns, and how 
contemporary political campaigns are designed and imple- mented. 

 

COM 4302 Electronic Media Production                                                    
3 SCH 
Prerequisites: Junior Standing and COM 

2304 

3 lecture hours 
This advanced hands-on class builds on the skills learned in COM 2304 
Introduction  to  Video  and  Film  Production.  It  introduces  script-writing, 
screen direction, advanced video techniques, and editing with an emphasis on 
producing a sync film. Students are required to complete a longer final project. 

 

COM 4303 Media Economics                                                                            
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Senior 

Standing 

3 lecture hours 
Basic key economic concepts such as scarcity, choice, opportunity cost, incen- 
tives, and economic growth are studied. Students examine the unique qualities of 
cultural industries, media corporations and markets through case studies and 
issues in traditional and in new and emerging media, including radio, tele- vision, 
cinema, mobile communications, and the Internet. Attention is given to the 
interaction of economics, media practices, and technologies. Students learn how 
to conduct independent analysis of changes in media markets 

 

COM 4304 Communication and Development                                        3 



Course Descriptions 

Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane | 2012-2013 Catalog | 261 

 

 

SCH 
Prerequisite: Senior 

Standing 

3 lecture hours 
This course examines the role media play in the promotion of social change in 
areas such as the environment, health, population, education, and traffic 
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safety. This course explores the expansion of new media technologies and their 
implications on development issues. The course addresses ways in which groups 
have used new media technologies to further their social or political agendas or 
short-circuit local market constraints. Students learn the concep- tual and 
methodological skills required for the design and implementation of 
communication programs for social change. 

 

COM 5301 International Communication                                                  
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course is a survey of global communication and telecommunication chan- 
nels. It examines international mass communication, with special emphasis on 
problems of the free flow of information, the role of states and international 
organizations in fostering global communications, and the role of private cor- 
porations in decision making. 

 

 

COM 5310 Communication and Media                                                       
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The course first provides an overview of the basic concepts of communication 
and the skills necessary to communicate in various contexts. It provides a sur- 
vey of communication principles, processes, and techniques as they relate to 
interpersonal communication, small group communication, culture and com- 
munication, persuasion, communication in organizations, and mass mediated 
communication. The course also examines the role, function, and impact of the 
mass media industries in Moroccan society. It explores the history and struc- ture 
of the mass media industries, the production of our culture by the mass media, 
and its reception by the public. The course analyzes the economic and social 
organization of mass media, the content of media messages, the rela- tionship 
between media and the public, and the media policy and laws. Topics explored 
include persuasion and influence in news, the effects of heavy expo- sure to 
media, and the use of media to control social groups. This course utilizes critical 
and cultural theory to help students understand the complex role of 
communication and media in society. 

 

Computer Science 
(CSC) 

 

CSC 1400 Introduction to Computers                                                          
4 SCH 
3 lecture hours 2 lab 

hours 

A thorough and non-technical guide for the practical use of computers that is 

vital to the students’ personal and professional lives. It includes an overview of 

the computer’s history, microcomputer hardware and software including the 

Operating System, the most commonly used application software: word pro- 

cessors, electronic spreadsheets and management systems, and an introduc- tion 
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CSC 1401 Computer Programming                                                               
4 SCH 
Prerequisite: Working knowledge of algebra and 

trigonometry 

3 lecture hours 2 lab 

hours 
This course will cover algorithms and problem solving, basic algorithmic analy- 
sis, fundamental programming constructs and data structures, and basic algo- 
rithmic strategies. Students will learn the basic skill of constructing a problem 
solution, and will illustrate this in labs with a high level language (currently C). 

 

CSC 2302 Data Structures                                                                                  
3 SCH Prerequisites: CSC 1401. Pre or co-requisite: MTH 1304 (required for 

BSCS program and recommended for the other programs) 

3 lecture hours 
This course will build on the knowledge and skills acquired in the introductory 
course. It will cover basic data structures and computing algorithms, algorith- 
mic strategies, and recursion. Students will also develop advanced competence in 
algorithmic statement and complete the basic tools needed for computer oriented 
problem solving in a high level language (currently C). 

 

CSC 2303 Advanced Programming/Object-                                               3 
SCH Oriented Programming 
Prerequisite: CSC 

2302 

3 lecture hours 
This course will build on the broad ability and understanding acquired in the 
previous course to give students a strong mastery of programming in a specific 
object-oriented programming language, currently Java. It will cover program- 
ming language concepts, event-driven programming and object-oriented pro- 
gramming in depth, as well as virtual machines and language translation issues 
including declarations and types and control abstraction mechanisms. 

 

CSC 2304 Computer Architecture                                                                  
3 SCH 
Prerequisites: CSC 2302 and EGR 

3331 
3 lecture hours 
This course will build on the strong base of problem solving and programming 
language skills reached in the preceding courses to give students the basics of 
the physical structure of a modern computer. It will cover digital logic and digital 
systems, machine level representation of data, assembly level machine 
organization, memory system organization and architecture, interfacing and 
communication, illustrated with projects implemented in assembly language 

and C. 

 

CSC 3309 Artificial Intelligence                                                                      
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Prerequisites: CSC 2303 and Junior 

Classification 

3 lecture hours 
This course provides an introduction to techniques for the programming of 
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intelligent systems and problem-solving techniques. Topics covered include 
knowledge representation, propositional and predicate logic, expert systems, 
searching and machine learning. 

 

CSC 3315 Languages and Compilers                                                           
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: CSC 

2303 
3 lecture hours 
An introduction to the analysis of computer languages and the tools used to 
translate them. Includes an overview of programming languages, virtual ma- 
chines, introduction to language translation and language translation systems, 
basic computability and automata theory. 

 

CSC 3323 Analysis of Algorithms                                                                   
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: CSC 

2303 

3 lecture hours 
Study of algorithm design, including introductory concepts; sorting and 
searching algorithms; string, graph, and set algorithms; complexity classes; 
branch and bound algorithms; dynamic programming and advanced topics. 

 

CSC 3324 Software Engineering I                                                                 
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: CSC 

2302 

3 lecture hours 
Course covers computer software design and development, including feasibil- ity 
study, requirements analysis and design, using formal methods such Merise. 
Concrete case studies are used to illustrate concepts. 

 

CSC 3325 Software Engineering II                                                                
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: CSC 

3324 

3 lecture hours 
Continuation of the study of software engineering begun in CSC 3324. Stu- dents 
will review and assimilate the basic concepts and applications of soft- ware 
engineering, learn core aspects of software engineering (such as user in- terface, 
software quality, software re-use, etc.) that a computer scientist must master and 
take into account while building a piece of software. Students will develop skills 
for working in a large group on a software project, explore the literature related to 
the subjects addressed in this course, and acquire the basic oratory skills needed 
to present software engineering concepts and applica- tions. The course applies 
concepts used in business and industry to develop computer-based solutions to 
practical problems. 
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CSC 3326 Database Systems                                                                            
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: CSC 

3324 

3 lecture hours 
The course covers the design and use of modern relational databases. Topics 
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include file structures, hierarchical and network data models in addition to the 
relational model and relational algebra. SQL is also introduced. Models for da- 
tabase design are presented and compared. Also addressed are current trends in 
database including object-oriented and functional models as well as distrib- uted 
databases and database security issues. 

 

CSC 3327 Internet Technologies                                                                    
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: CSC 

3326 

3 lecture hours 
Provides a global view of web-based enterprise information services and cov- ers 
the basic components of such a system, including web servers, client side 
components, server side components, http protocols, html and scripting lan- 
guages, as well as e-commerce and intranet application structures, including 
security issues. It includes specific projects in programming servers and clients. 
Students will look at multiple technologies used today, including Microsoft/. 
NET, Java J2EE technology, Oracle tools, XML/SOAP, and others. Course will 
give a broad look at current technologies, as well as an in-depth study of a 
specific technology. 

 

CSC 3328 Embedded Systems                                                                         
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: CSC 

3351 

3 lecture hours 
The course surveys application of computing systems in a range of devices rang- 
ing from nomadic devices to embedded real-time computers. Emphasis will be on 
developing applications for these platforms with stringent constraints such as low 
memory, limited power, limited processing power, no persistent storage 
capability, etc. An integral part of this course is the implementation of a system on 
one of these platforms, such as VxWorks/ EPOC/ PalmOS/ Pocket PC, with a 
real time and mobility flavor. 

 

CSC 3341 Computer Graphics                                                                         
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: CSC 

2302 

3 lecture hours 
Fundamentals of raster graphics, including 2D and 3D viewing systems, view- 
ing transformations, line and polygon models, rendering, clipping and hidden 
surface removal, projections, shading and illumination, interfaces, and graph- ics 
systems components. 

 

CSC 3351 Operating Systems                                                                          
3 SCH 
Prerequisites: CSC 2303 and CSC 
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3 lecture hours 
This course introduces students to fundamental concepts of operating systems. It 
emphasizes structures, key design issues, as well as the fundamental prin- ciples 
behind modern operating systems. It is structured following the ACM/ 
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IEEE Operating System Body of Knowledge (“BOK”) as defined in Computing 
Curriculum 2001 project by the Joint IEEE and ACM Task Force “CC2001.” 
Spe- cifically it covers units OS1, OS2, OS3, OS4, OS5, OS6, OS8 and OS12 
from the BOK, including concurrency, scheduling, memory and device 
management, file systems, and scripting. The course uses implementations of 
Unix-like and Win- dows systems to illustrate some concepts. 

 

CSC 3352 Computer Communications                                                        
3 SCH 
Prerequisites: CSC 2303 and CSC 

2304 

3 lecture hours 
This course introduces the student to the subject of data communication in the 
context of the OSI model USING as case studies TCP/ IP and Novell models. It 
includes the basic communication theory of the physical and datalink layers. 
Topics include: channel capacity, error handling, transmission techniques, and 
flow control. Case studies: Ethernet, token ring, token bus, and others. 

 

CSC 3353 Computer Networks                                                                        
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: CSC 

3352 

3 lecture hours 
This course covers relevant topics including network architecture and proto- cols. 
The OSI model is reviewed focusing on the network layer, the transport layer 
and the application layer. Examples of contemporary networks such as TCP/ IP 
are studied in detail with emphasis on design and analysis issues. 

 

CSC 3355 Cryptography                                                                                     
3 SCH 
Prerequisites: CSC 2303 and Senior 

Classification 

3 lecture hours 
This course aims to introduce students to principles of modern cryptography as a 

major tool in Computer Security. Topics will include block and stream ci- phers, 

secret key encryption (DES, AES, RC-n), public key encryption (RSA, Diffie-

Hellman, Elliptic curve cryptography), key management, hash and mes- sage 

authentication functions (MD5, SHA-1, CMAC, HMAC), digital signatures, 

certificates and authentication protocols. The necessary number theory such as 

primes, random numbers, factoring, discrete logarithms and finite fields 

mathematics will be also covered in class. When appropriate, cryptanalysis of 

the various techniques, such as known/chosen plaintext, linear and differential 

cryptanalysis will also be discussed. 

 

CSC 3356 Communication Systems                                                              
3 SCH 
Prerequisites: PHY 1402, MTH 2301, CSC 
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3 lecture hours 

This is a foundation course in telecommunications that builds on mathemati- cal, 

scientific, and computer science background to give students the funda- 
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mentals needed to understand and develop communication systems.    The 

intended outcomes of the course are that students will be able to analyze in- 

formation signals using the concepts of signals and vectors, orthogonal func- 

tion, Fourier analysis, convolution, and correlation, to further develop the fun- 

damental knowledge of communication systems and   their applications, and to 

understand the basics of fiber optic communications and antenna and wave 

propagation. 

 

CSC 3361 Programming Challenges                                                            
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: CSC 

2303 

3 lecture hours 
Offered in Spring semesters only. This course is designed to prepare advanced 

students for successful competition in programming contests.  Students are 

encouraged to register as a team of 3 students, and must commit, if they are 

selected to being registered at AUI and participating in the ACM contest in the 

next Fall term.  The course will consist of intense work on the strategies and 

techniques of solving a wide range of programming problems quickly and with 

complete accuracy.  At least some of the members of the team should have 

completed CSC 3323, or be prepared to take it in the summer. 

 

CSC 5301 Advanced Database Systems and                                             3 
SCH Data Warehousing 
Pre-requisite: CSC 

3326 

3 lecture hours 
This course covers advanced issues in database design, including distributed and 
object-oriented databases, database optimization, etc. Significant focus will be 
placed on data warehousing, including case study analysis and project design. 

 

CSC 5302 Software Engineering                                                                    
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
Using class projects, this course introduces the student to techniques used in the 
software development life-cycle. 

 

CSC 5303 Advanced Computer Graphics                                                   
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
In this course, the information provides an introduction to 3D viewing and pro- 
jections, image synthesis and representation of 3D shapes. 

 

CSC 5304 Advanced Operating Systems                                                     3 
SCH 
Pre-requisite: CSC 
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3 lecture hours 
An introduction to the basic functions of an operating system, its internal de- 
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sign and policies for resource management in parallel and distributed environ- 
ments, including the topics of synchronization, resource allocation, selection 
communication, deadlock detection and termination. 

 

CSC 5305 Programming Languages and their Compilers                  3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This is an introduction to techniques for implementing a language compiler along 
with the requisite internal structure and functionality. 

 

CSC 5306 Object-Oriented Design and Analysis                                     3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course is an exploration of the object-oriented analysis and design con- 
cepts. Object-Oriented Analysis and Design Using the Unified Modeling Lan- 
guage (UML) presents the concepts and techniques necessary to effectively use 
system requirements captured using use cases to drive the development of a robust 
design model. In this course, students learn to apply the UML to funda- mental 
object-oriented analysis and design concepts including objects, classes 
components, relationships, and all supporting diagrams: use case diagrams, in- 
teraction diagrams, class diagrams, component diagrams, etc. Students learn a 
process such as Rational Unified Process and gain hands-on experience with a 
case tool such as Rational Rose. 

 

CSC 5309 Artificial Intelligence                                                                       
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 

This course will provide an introduction to advanced techniques for the pro- 
gramming of intelligent systems and problem-solving techniques. Topics cov- 
ered include: knowledge representation, propositional and predicate logic, ex- pert 

systems, search, and machine learning. 

 

CSC 5310 Knowledge-Based Systems                                                          
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
Students are introduced to rule-based programming, control and inference 

strategies, knowledge representation and acquisition techniques of knowl- edge-

based systems. 

 

CSC 5316 Design and Analysis of Algorithms                                            3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 

Students study concrete algorithm design and analysis, abstract models to analyze  
the  complexity  of  problems,  approximation  and  probabilistic  algo- rithms. 

 

CSC 5332 Multimedia Communications                                                      
3 SCH 
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approval 

3 lecture hours 
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This course covers media data types, packet-based multimedia communication 

systems, the so-called real-time support, multicast routing support for interac- tive 

multimedia, audio/ video coding, and compression. It also covers middle- ware: 
transport protocols (RTP), the important concept of application layer framing, 

multimedia session creation (SIP), advertisement, invitation, reserva- tion 

protocols (RSVP), and so on. Finally, the course covers applications, and ap- 
plication support (audio, video, shared authoring/viewing of documents, and so 

on). Various standards such as H.323 and MPEG will be presented. 

 

CSC 5333 Masters Thesis                                                                                    
3 SCH 
Pre-requisite: Approval of Graduate 

Advisor 

3 lecture hours 

Students selecting the Thesis option for MSCSC, MSCN, MSSE or MSISS are 
ex- pected to register for CSC 5333 in two (generally consecutive) terms.  The 

the- sis is a research production in an area of information technology related to the 

program. 

 

CSC 5336 Parallel Processing Concepts                                                       
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 

This course covers classification of computers, the Von Neumann architecture, 
parallel architectures: multiprocessors, vector processors, array processors;  and 

interconnection networks. In addition, students are introduced to routing strat- 
egies, switching methodologies, partitioning,  embedding, load balancing, and a 

survey of current parallel machines. 

CSC 5338 Human-Computer Interaction                                                   
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The course addresses software development for state-of-the-art interactive 
computing systems and  covers tools, techniques, and sources of information 
about HCI. Specific approaches include visual design (color, shape, and space) 
and psychological aspects (perception, cognition, and problem-solving). Relies on 
use of prototyping tools to construct usable interfaces and usability testing of 
interactive prototypes. 

 

CSC 5339 Real-Time Systems                                                                           
3 SCH 
Pre-requisite: CSC 

3351 

3 lecture hours 

The course covers specifics of systems driven by or dependent on direct 
human interaction: embedded systems, control systems, Virtual Reality 
systems, etc. In addition, it addresses issues of reliability, safety, and fault 
tolerance, real-time scheduling theory, and software architectures. Also 
looks at operating system support for real- time applications such as mul- 
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CSC 5340 Information Retrieval Systems                                                  
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The course deals with information organization and retrieval of natural lan- 
guage data by digital computer systems, in addition to searching strategies, 
current indexing and retrieval practices, retrieval evaluation, query processing, 
file structure, and file clustering. 

 

CSC 5343 Final Project                                                                                        
3 SCH 
Pre-requisite: Approval of Graduate 

Advisor 

3 lecture hours 
Students pursuing the professional program must register for and complete this 
course. The project for MSCSC, MSCN, MSSE or MSISS is expected to span a 
minimum of four calendar months of full time-work. It is designed to be com- 
pleted in one full semester. The master project could be in the form of an ap- 
plied industrial or research project that combines the application of materials of 
various Information Technology related issues studied during the preceding 
semesters. 

 

CSC 5345 Data Mining                                                                                        
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The course covers the most popular machine learning techniques used for 
“mining” knowledge that may lie buried in an information system, including 
neural networks, decision trees, genetic algorithms and fuzzy logic. Informa- tion 
and studies show how these tools can be applied for better decision-mak- ing. 
Discusses case studies that provide good models for such applications. 

 

CSC 5346 Software Agents                                                                               
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
Students will analyze the design issues confronting software engineers as they 
define and develop software that will be housed in computer networks of the 
future. The course introduces the concept of a program whose multiple copies 
provide one or more services to a user and may perform the same tasks differ- 
ently, depending upon the specific needs of the master it is serving. It covers 
state-of-the-art issues in agent technology with example applications. 

 

CSC 5350 Digital Image Processing                                                              
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
Digital Image Processing deals with perception, representation, transforms en- 
hancement, restoration, and coding. Subject matters covered include image 
perception and formation in the eye, image acquisition and display devices, 
image sampling and quantization, image transforms histogram manipulation, 
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filtering, segmentation, edge detection, image data compression, motion 
compensation, vector quantization, and coding standards. The course will in- 



Course Descriptions 

Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane | 2012-2013 Catalog | 280 

 

 

 

 

troduce the subject from the familiar bases of conventional television and the 
human visual system. The necessary mathematical tools are also covered. 

 

CSC 5351 Computational Neural Networks                                               3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
Computational neural networks (CNN’s), in the context of parallel distributed 
processing, will define biological, physical, and different mathematical mod- 
els for CNN’s, compare these models, and investigate the relationship between 
neural network learning and symbolic learning methods. Consideration is giv- en 
to the relevance of these different issues when CNN’s are applied to prob- lem-
solving. 

 

CSC 5352 Fuzzy Sets and Systems                                                                 
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The course introduces the basic concept of fuzziness and the underlying theo- ry. 
Fuzzy sets, fuzzy logic and fuzzy numbers, fuzzy operations, fuzzy relation- 
ships, and extension principle are covered. The application of these concepts to 
engineering and technology is emphasized, including fuzzy rule-based sys- tems, 
fuzzy decision-making, fuzzy pattern recognition, and fuzzy control. 

 

CSC 5353 Pattern Recognition                                                                        
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
Introduction to machine recognition of meaningful regularities and structure in 
noisy or complex environments. Bayes decision theory, parametric and non- 
parametric techniques for supervised learning, discriminant functions, feature 
extraction, cluster analysis and performance estimation are also covered. Stu- 
dents will explore applications of Fuzzy Sets and Neural Networks to pattern 
recognition. 

 

CSC 5354 Natural Language Processing                                                    
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course focuses on basic computational techniques (both symbolic and 
statistical) for processing different aspects of natural (human) language: words 
and morphological processing, syntax and parsing, semantics of words, and 
complex structures. It also covers selected areas of application of natural lan- 
guage processing such as information extraction, question answering and 
summarization, machine translation, and dialogue/discourse. There are no pre- 
requisites for the course other than good programming skills. CSC3309/5309 
Artificial Intelligence and CSC3315/5305 are helpful. 

 

CSC 5361 Software Architecture and Design                                           3 
SCH 
Pre-requisite: CSC 
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3 lecture hours 
The course will build on the knowledge and experience the student has ac- 



Course Descriptions 

Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane | 2012-2013 Catalog | 282 

 

 

 

 

quired in introductory Software Engineering. It will focus on the complexity 
in the process of software design, of choosing and applying a particular ap- 
proach. Secondly, it will address decisions about software architecture and the 
choices to be made, with modern market architectures emphasized as exam- ples. 
An integral part of the course is the achievement of a class project using one or 
more of these architectures. There will also be a strong emphasis on n-tiered 
architectures, service-oriented architectures, application servers, and web 
application design. 

 

CSC 5364 Project and Quality Management                                             3 
SCH 
Pre-requisite: CSC 

3324 

3 lecture hours 
This course requires students to encounter issues related to managing the suc- 
cessful development and realization of real, quality, software projects. A suc- 
cessful project is “one that delivers to the customer everything specified, to the 
quality agreed, on time and within cost.” Herein, quality may be defined as fit- 
ness for a purpose, or conformance to specifications. 

 

CSC 5365 Advanced Computer Networks                                                  3 
SCH 
Pre-requisites: CSC 3352 and CSC 

3353 

3 lecture hours 
The course includes a thorough coverage of wired LANs (CSMA/CD, Token Ring, 
Token Bus, Switched Ethernet, Fast Ethernet, FDDI, Giabit Ethernet and ATM), 
wireless LANs, packet-switched WANs (X25, Frame Relay, ATM), circuit-
switched WANs (ISDN), internetworking, and design issues. The course also 
covers wire- less communications. 

 

CSC 5366 IP Networks                                                                                         
3 SCH 
Pre-requisite: CSC 

3353 

3 lecture hours 
This course aims to introduced students to the architecture of IP networks, 
including encapsulation, routing, multicasting, and QoS provisioning. It also 
covers congestion handling in TCP and extends understanding to cover the 
transport of media over the Internet, mobile IP, IPv6, and some key application 
layer protocols and standard IP services. 

 

CSC 5367 Network Security                                                                              
3 SCH 
Pre-requisites: CSC 3355 and CSC 

5366 

3 lecture hours 



Course Descriptions 

Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane | 2012-2013 Catalog | 283 

 

 

This course aims to teach students principles and mechanisms in securing 
computer networks and the Internet. It builds extensively on cryptography and 
network concepts to show flaws and solutions for them. Emphasis is on stan- 
dard algorithms and protocols used to secure networks and the Internet. The 
course also covers the important issue of access control and remote authenti- 
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cation. A major part of the ILOs will be achieved through learning by doing in 
mini-projects and extensive reading. 

 

CSC 5368 Wireless Digital Communication and Networks                 3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
In the first half, this course introduces the students to the principles of wire- less 
cellular communications systems, radio propagation issues, channel cod- ing, 
spread spectrum, and multiple access techniques. Standards such as IS- 
54, AMPS, GSM, IS-95, GPRS, and UMTS are presented. In its second half, this 
course addresses computing issues related to data services offered by wireless 
access networks such as Protocol Stacks, Mobility, Routing, Seamless Commu- 
nications, Resource Reservation Protocols, Connection Admission Control, QoS 
management, and Wireless Application Protocols. 

 

CSC 5370 Advanced Topics in Software Engineering                            3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course will include specific advanced topics in Software Engineering that 
reflect current issues of market or research interest. It will focus on applications of 
a specific technology or a set of techniques, and will require implementation and 
demonstration of mastery of the subject area and its context. 

 

CSC 5371 Geographical Information Systems                                          3 
SCH Concepts, Techniques and Tools 
Pre-requisites: CSC 3325, CSC 

3326 

3 lecture hours 
Students will learn where GIS fits into the world of Information Systems, and 
how it is unique and important. They will explore the issues involved in choos- 
ing a GIS package, obtaining and evaluating data, and implementing a small GIS 
project with GeoConcept, a powerful and popular desktop GIS pack soft- ware. 

 

CSC 5375 Broadband Networks                                                                     
3 SCH 
Pre-requisites: CSC 3353, and recommended CSC 5365 and CSC 

5366 

3 lecture hours 
Broadband networks employ a wide variety of technologies to support in- 
tegrated multimedia applications (data, voice, audio, image, video) at multi- 
megabit/second access rates. Broadband networks comprise LAN, MAN, WAN, 
and access networks. In particular, the evolution of the Internet to a broad- band 
network with a wired/wireless access is most important. This course, after a 
review of the two broadband WAN technologies (FR, ATM), consists of three 
parts: Part 1 covers the emerging broadband and QoS aspects of the Internet, Part 
2 focuses on broadband access/transmission  solutions, and Part 3 deals with 
voice/video/image encoding for broadband applications. 
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CSC 5381 Information Security and Risk Management                       3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
Security management entails the identification of an organization’s informa- tion 
assets, development of documentation, and implementation of policies with 
supporting standards, procedures, and guidelines. Topics include: infor- mation 
security objectives; information security management governance (policies, 
guidelines, standards, and procedures, audit frameworks for compli- ance - 
COBIT, COSO,      ); organizational behavior; security awareness, training and 
education; data classification; operations security; physical security; risk 
management (emphasis on OCTAVE as a standard for risk-based information 
security strategic assessment and planning). 

 

CSC 5383 Security Architecture, Models                                                   
3 SCH 
and Application Security 
3 lecture hours 
The Security Architecture and Models domain contains the concepts, princi- 
ples, structures, and standards used to design, monitor, and secure operating 
systems, equipment, networks, applications and those controls used to enforce 
various levels of availability, integrity, and confidentiality. Application Security 
identifies application software development flaws and threats, and addresses the 
related security concepts and countermeasures. 

 

CSC 5385 Communications and Operations Security                           3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: CSC 

5366 

3 lecture hours 
The telecommunications, network, and Internet security domain is a very 
large technical area. Network security concepts and risks will be covered in 
detail. AUI network will be presented as a case study. Topics include: securi- 
ty threats to networks. Overview of security controls, mechanisms & services for 
networks. Case study: AUI network; network attacks on IP protocol stacks 
(spoofing, poisoning, sniffing, scanning, etc.); PKI, PKCS, PKCS10/11; IP 
layer security mechanisms, standards and technologies (IPSec, VPN); transport 
layer security mechanisms and standards (SSL,TLS); TLS-PSK, SRP; firewalls; 
intru- sion and Intrusion detection/avoidance  systems; network access controls 
and 
802.1X; malicious software, viruses; security in wireless networks. 

 

CSC 5387 Security Topics                                                                                   
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course will cover specific advanced topics in Security that reflect current 
issues of market research interest. It will focus on application of a specific tech- 
nology or a set of techniques, and will require implementation and demonstra- 



Course Descriptions 

Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane | 2012-2013 Catalog | 286 

 

 

tion of mastery of the subject area and its context. 



Course Descriptions 

Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane | 2012-2013 Catalog | 287 

 

 

 

 

CSC 5390 Advanced Topics in Computer Science                                   3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course will cover specific advanced topics in Computer Science that reflect 
current issues of market research interest. It will focus on application of a spe- 
cific technology or a set of techniques, and will require implementation and 
demonstration of mastery of the subject area and its context and issues within 
individual countries and the ability to compare issues thematically across the 
three states. 

 

Economics 
(ECO) 

 

ECO 2301 Microeconomics                                                                                
3 SCH Prerequisite: MTH 1300, or MTH 1303, or MTH 1304; MTH 1301 is a 

highly recom- mended co-requisite 

3 lecture hours 

This course introduces the theoretical and practical knowledge of consumer 

behavior, markets, prices, and business decision-making. The behavior of in- 

dividual firms is analyzed through price and output determination in various 

market structures. Other topics include resource markets and issues involving the 

public sector and the market economy. 

 

ECO 2302 Macroeconomics                                                                              
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: ECO 

2301 

3 lecture hours 

This course introduces economic analysis at the national level: theoretical anal- 

ysis and measurement of the changes in national income, prices, employment, 

and issues related to exchange rates as well as the evaluation of alternative 

stabilization policies. 

 

ECO 2303 Economic Analysis                                                                           
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: ECO 

2302 

3 lecture hours 

This course introduces the political economy. It covers the development and 

application of fundamental concepts to current societal problems. 

 

ECO 2310 Introduction to International Economics                              3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 

This class is only open to non-Business Administration students. Students mi- 

noring in International Studies who have taken ECO 3301 International Trade 
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course consists of three different sections. The first section examines the basis of 

trade, the gains from trade, and the impact of trade on growth, employment, and 

income. Topics include the theory of comparative advantage, the determi- 
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nation of terms of trade, and protection in theory and practice. The second sec- 

tion of the course examines the impact of the international monetary system on 

international trade, inter-national capital management, employment, and growth. 

The course concludes by providing an introduction to the economics of 

international development. The primary objective is to give the students a basis 

for thinking about the international processes driving economic develop- ment. 

 

ECO 3301 International Trade                                                                         
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: ECO 

2302 

3 lecture hours 

This course examines the nature and theoretical foundations of modern trade 

between nations and the significance of geographic, social and political influ- 

ences. Emphasis is on economic inter-dependency of nations, economic analy- sis 

of protectionist policies, the importance of trade for development, inter- national 

institutions involved in trade, issues in international capital flow, and 

multinational corporations. 

 

ECO 3302 Economic Growth and Development                                      3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: ECO 2302; ECO 2310 for International Studies 

Major 

3 lecture hours 

This course introduces theories of growth and planning, and provides for for- 

mulating policies to foster and regulate growth. Emphasis is on application of 

analytical concepts to improve economic welfare patterns, considering prob- lems 

of capital formation and human and material resource utilization. Social 

indicators to differentiate between growth and development (e.g., education, 

health, women’s status) are addressed. 

 

ECO 3303 Monetary Economics                                                                      
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: ECO 

2302 

3 lecture hours 

A study of Moroccan and international financial systems, institutions, invest- 

ments, and instruments including alternative monetary systems, exchange rate 

determination, and the balance of payments. Emphasis is on Moroccan monetary 

and fiscal policies for achieving domestic and international objec- tives. 

 

ECO 3304 Intermediate Microeconomics                                                    3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: ECO 

2302 

3 lecture hours 



Course Descriptions 

Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane | 2012-2013 Catalog | 290 

 

 

This course provides an analytical examination of decentralized decision- mak- 

ing and of the price in equalizing independent actions. Concepts and discus- 

sions anticipated: demand, supply, production; general equilibrium analysis; 
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market structures; the efficiency of free markets; consequences of externalities, 

monopolies, public goods. 

 

ECO 3305 Intermediate Macroeconomics                                                  3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: ECO 

2302 

3 lecture hours 

This course provides an analysis of the measurement, determination, and con- 

trol of aggregate economic activity; the monetary system in relation to income, 

prices and employment; short-term income fluctuations; long-term growth. 

 

ECO 3399 Special Topics in Economics                                                        
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior Standing and ECO 

2302 

3 lecture hours 

This course consists of specially scheduled readings on significant issues or 

topics relevant to the study of economics. 

 

ECO 4306 Economic Development                                                                
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior Standing and ECO 

2302 

3 lecture hours 

This course addresses the most important economic issues faced by develop- ing 

economies. A special focus is placed on Morocco and the North African and 

Middle Eastern Economies. Students are expected to use economic models to 

analyze economic questions and to assess economic impacts of development 

projects. They are also expected to analyze and suggest sound economic poli- 

cies. Special research projects are assigned and discussed by the students. 

 

ECO 5305 Managerial Economics                                                                  
3 SCH 
Prerequisites: ECO 2302 and GBU 

4301 

3 lecture hours 
This course is concerned with the application of micro and macro-economic 
principles to business conduct. Emphasis is on understanding how the external 
economic environment impacts the viability of a firm, as well as the decision 
making process of different economic agents (consumers, firms, government, 
etc.) Significant emphasis is placed on the global economy, indicating how other 
countries’ policies can affect the firm. At a minimum, the following sub- jects 
are discussed: pricing, conflict resolution, exchange rate dynamics, mar- ket 
structure, game theory, and risk management. 
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3 SCH 
Prerequisite: ECO 5305 or special 

permission 

3 lecture hours 
Specially scheduled courses on significant issues or topics relevant to the study of 
economics 
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Engineering 
(EGR) 

 

EGR 2302 Engineering Economics                                                                
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: MTH 

1303 

3 lecture hours 
The time value of economic resources, engineering project investments analy- sis 
and the effect of taxes on engineering project decisions. 

 

EGR 2402 Electric Circuits                                                                                  
4 SCH 
Prerequisites: PHY 

1402 

3 lecture hours 2 lab 

hours 
Covers the basic principles as related to circuit concepts of ‘R’, ‘L’, and ‘C’, 
such as: Kirchoff ’s laws, power flow, resistive networks analysis, loop and node 
equa- tions, wye-delta conversions, topology, basic network theorems, magnetic 
cir- cuits, computer-assisted  solutions of large-scale problems, elementary 
tran- sient analysis, steady state A-C phasor analysis, including element laws and 
phasor diagrams. 

 

EGR 3304 Materials Science                                                                             
3 SCH 
Prerequisites: CHE 1402 and PHY 

1402 

3 lecture hours 
An introduction to the properties and the selection of common engineering 
materials used in engineering applications. Engineering materials in physical 
systems are subject to thermal, mechanical, electrical and chemical stress. The 
use of appropriate engineering materials for a specific application is critical to 
the reliability of the engineering system. The course provides basic knowledge of 
material parameters, including atomic structure; basic mechanical, thermal and 
electrical properties; composite material structures; metal and ceramic materials; 
corrosion; semiconductor materials; reliability and material failure; and material 
testing. 

 

EGR 3306 Engineering Instrumentation                                                     
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: EGR 2402 & MTH 

2304 

3 lecture hours 
The course deals with appropriate measurement techniques and proper instru- 
mentation to acquire data. Topics covered include: measurement standards; 
systems of units; accuracy, precision, calibration and measurement errors; time 
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and frequency measurements; measurements using analog techniques and 
equipment; measurements using digital equipment; methods of conditioning data 
signals; sensors for physical variables such as piezoelectric and photoelec- tric 
devices, electronic amplifiers, operational amplifiers; various specialized 
measuring devices such as stroboscopes, oscilloscopes and electronic data re- 
corders. 
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EGR 3308 Thermal Engineering  3 SCH 
Prerequisite: PHY 1402 

3 lecture hours 

Introduces the engineering student to the thermal sciences: thermodynamics, 

fluid dynamics, and heat transfer. Topics covered include the first and second 

laws of thermodynamics; volumetric properties of pure fluids; heat effects; ap- 

plications to flow processes, power cycles, and refrigeration. 
 

EGR 3331 Digital Design  3 SCH 
Co-requisite: PHY 1402 
3 lecture hours 

Introductory concepts needed to design digital systems. Classical methods, 

including Boolean algebra, combinational and sequential logic, and modern 

register transfer languages illustrate the design methods. The course is orga- 

nized to provide a generic approach to the design of digital systems that does 

not require selecting a particular integrated circuit technology. Basic comput- 

ing elements, efficient logic design methods, and appropriate digital system 

diagrams are used in the design procedure. Topics covered include: logic func- 

tions, arithmetic circuitry, memory, error correcting principles, digital code 

conversions, timing sequences, principles of integrated circuits, principles of 

machine language, and micro processor design, all of which are needed to de- 

sign complex digital systems. 
 

EGR 3402 Statics and Dynamics  4 SCH 
Prerequisites: MTH 2301; PHY 1401 

4 lecture hours 

In-depth coverage of engineering applications to the basic principles of me- 

chanics introduced in PHY 1401, including topics in forces, couples, structures, 

beams, moments, friction, kinetics and kinematics of a particle, mass and ac- 

celeration, kinetics and kinematics of plane rigid bodies - vector algebra and 

calculus used. 
 

EGR 4300 Internship  3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 

May be combined with EGR 4402 for 7 SCH. On-the-job education and training 

in a public or private sector agency or business. Students must consult with 

the internship director to arrange for a three-party contract to be drawn up 

that details the amount and nature of the work to be done. The contract must 

be signed by the student, the internship director, and the agency or business 

person supervising the work. 
 

EGR 4303 Applied research  3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior Standing 

3 lecture hours 

In this course, the student will participate in a formal research project, usually 
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as part of a group of students with a single faculty supervisor.  The emphasis of 

the course is on application of standard research methodology to a defined 

problem, including formulating a clear research statement, developing and 

following a clear and appropriate methodology, documenting work done and 

reporting a meaningful analysis of results obtained. 
 

EGR 4340 Honors Independent Study                                                        
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 

Open to Honors Program students who need to pursue individual work under 

the supervision of a designated faculty member. 
 

EGR 4402 Capstone Design                                                                              
4 SCH 
2 lecture hours 4 lab 

hours 

To be taken during the last regular semester of enrollment. A project-design 

course to consolidate the information gathered in all previous courses. The 

content will vary and will take into account the technical electives and optional 

engineering courses selected. 
 

English 
(ENG) 

 

ENG 1301 English Composition I                                                                   
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Student should pass all Language Center modules; Corequisite: 

SSK 

1212 

3 lecture hours 

This course introduces students to the essay genres of reflecting, reporting, ex- 

plaining, and arguing. This involves writing several genres of academic essay 

following the process approach to construction, including four out-of-class es- 

says. The expository and argumentative essays are sourced from a course read- 

er. At least two additional essays are written in class on topics not announced 

in advance. Additional exercises deemed important for learning fluent and 

accurate writing are assigned from a course rhetoric/grammar text and other 

supplementary material. A semester-long project of keeping a writer’s journal 

may be part of the instruction. 
 

ENG 2301 Critical Thinking and Written Communication                   3 
SCH 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of all SSK courses, ENG 1301, and COM 

1301 

3 lecture hours 
This course is designed to perfect writing skills necessary to advanced under- 
graduate writing in the humanities and social sciences and especially to im- prove 
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students’ abilities to write cogent argumentative prose in academic set- tings. It 
builds on the skills of clarity, coherence, and attention to audience and purpose 
established in ENG 1301 and COM 1301, and emphasizes  the  refine- ment  of  
writers’  abilities  to  incorporate research appropriately and fluidly into texts. 
The course provides instruction and practice in the identification and analysis 
of the written and spoken argumentation of others. It includes 
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exposure to and practice in a variety of approaches to argumentation, includ- ing 
those of Aristotle, Toulmin, Habermas, and Rogers. It includes instruction in 
identifying and framing issues, recognizing argument styles, reading argumen- 
tation, and identifying and avoiding logical fallacies in one’s arguing. 

 

ENG 2302 Writing for Business                                                                       
3 SCH 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of all SSK courses, ENG 1301, and COM 

1301 

3 lecture hours 
This course is designed to perfect writing skills necessary to advanced under- 
graduate writing in SBA courses and future writing tasks in professional con- 
texts. Building on skills learned in ENG 1301 and SKK courses, it emphasizes 
writers’ abilities to analyze and synthesize information and to incorporate data 
and opinions compellingly into texts. The two initial weeks of the course are de- 
voted to the curriculum vitae, memos, and email communication. The five fol- 
lowing weeks are devoted to writing case studies, and short research reports. The 
last half of the semester is dedicated to carrying out a research project on a 
subject within the business major and writing a research report; this includes 
writing a research proposal to precede the research project itself. 

 

ENG 2303 Technical Writing                                                                             
3 SCH 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of all SSK courses, ENG 1301, and COM 

1301 

3 lecture hours 
This course is designed to perfect writing skills necessary to advanced under- 
graduate writing in SSE courses and to future writing tasks in professional con- 
texts. Building on skills learned in ENG 1301 and SKK courses, it emphasizes 
writers’ abilities to analyze and synthesize information and to incorporate it 
into concise and clear texts. The first week of the course is devoted to writing 
résumés. Further instruction in the first half of the semester includes writing 
instructions, producing effective summaries, product reviews, and comparing/ 
contrasting  documents. The last half of the semester requires the writing of a 
research document on a subject within the student’s concentration, beginning with 
the submission of a research proposal at the start of the research process. 

 

ENG 2304 Special Topics in Writing                                                              
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course provides the opportunity to explore new topics in writing, rhetoric, 
and professional communication.  It will vary in content according to faculty 
expertise and relevancy of current issues in composition. Each time the course is 
offered, the specific content will be announced. Depending on the subject matter, 
students may be required to have completed prerequisite courses. 
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ENG 2320 Creative Writing                                                                               
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 

In this course, students will immerse themselves into the work of reading and 

writing, and to create their own community of writers.   Students will read a 

novel and a wide variety of short stories and poems and discuss them. As the 

course progresses, students will examine how craft transforms the source ma- 

terial for writing, how working at the craft of writing brings raw instinct and 

critical understanding into some sort of equilibrium.  Students will learn how 

to workshop their peers’ poems and stories in informal group discussion. We 

will study certain forms and genres of writing and acquire some philosophical 

concepts about reading and writing and life itself. 
 

ENG 3301 Writing for the Professions in English                                    3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior 

Standing 

3 lecture hours 

This course treats the technical writing needs of corporate and government 

HRD professions and focuses on refining the skills developed in ENG 2301 in 

the following genres: advanced writing for industry, administration, and the 

corporate world while emphasizing proposals, technical reports, and position 

papers that include the usual protocols for interoffice memos and letters. The 

course also examines conventions of politeness using electronic media. 
 

Finance 
(FIN) 

 

FIN 3301 Principles of Finance                                                                        
3 SCH Prerequisite: ACC 2302 and ECO 2302; or ACC 2301 and EGR 2302 

(SSE); or ACC 2301 and ECO 2302 (SHSS) 
3 lecture hours 

Financial management for business and the corporation emphasizes the con- 

ceptual framework and principles of financial management for business orga- 

nizations. The topics of the course are designed to integrate the knowledge 

from the introductory courses in accounting and economics, with special focus 

on financial decision making. 
 

FIN 3302 Money and Banking                                                                         
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: FIN 

3301 

3 lecture hours 

This is an overview of general monetary and banking policies. It deals with the 

supply of money for a nation and commercial banking’s relationship with the 

supply and demand for money. This course also analyses monetary concepts, 

central banking functions and techniques of monetary stabilization. 
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FIN 3303 Corporate Financial Management                                             3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: FIN 

3301 

3 lecture hours 
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This course continues the study of financial decision-making in corporations. 

The main topics covered are advanced ratios analysis, capital budgeting, capi- tal 

structure, dividend policy, and an introduction to portfolio management. The 

course also provides an in-depth analysis of financial problems with the 

organization, operation, merger, and dissolution of corporations. 

 

FIN 3399 Special Topics in Finance                                                               
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior Standing and FIN 

3301 

3 lecture hours 

This course consists of specially scheduled readings on significant issues or 

topics relevant to the study of finance. 

 

FIN 4304 International Finance                                                                      
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior Standing and FIN 3301, GBU 

4301 

3 lecture hours 

This course introduces the world of international finance, investment, and busi- 

ness. Standard financial management and the multidimensional world of deci- 

sion making within a global context are addressed. 

 

FIN 4305 Financial Intermediation                                                                
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: FIN 3302 and FIN 

3303 

3 lecture hours 

This course reviews the theory and practice of financial intermediations, and 

focuses on intermediaries as economic institutions that facilitate and provide the 

social role of transferring financial resources from savers to investors (bor- 

rowers). Methods of structuring assets and liabilities are presented. The course 

also analyzes the goals and frameworks of various intermediaries, such as com- 

mercial banks, insurance companies, pension funds, investment companies and 

government agencies. 

 

FIN 4306 Financial Investments and Securities Analysis                    3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: GBU 4301 and FIN 

3303 

3 lecture hours 

This course deals with financial investments with emphasis on identifying, 

evaluating, and selecting investments. It also evaluates the trade-off between 

investment return and its associated risk. 

 

FIN 4307 Modern Investment Theory                                                             
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SCH 
Prerequisite: GBU 4301 and FIN 

3303 

3 lecture hours 

This course provides a more rigorous theoretical framework than FIN 4306, as it 

focuses on understanding modern investment theory applied to portfolio 

management. 
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FIN 4308 Financial Futures, Options, and                                                 
3 SCH Other Derivative Securities 
Prerequisite: FIN 

4306 

3 lecture hours 

This course introduces financial futures, options, and other derivative securi- ties 

as speculative or investment vehicles. Theory and application are equally 

stressed. A major objective is to establish the relationship between derivative 

securities and modern portfolio theory. 
 

 

FIN 5305 Financial Management                                                                   
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: FIN 

3301 

3 lecture hours 
This course is an application of financial analysis techniques to the manage- rial 
problems of financial institutions in the modern market environment. At a 
minimum, the following subjects are discussed: funds flow analysis, aggregate 
financial asset analysis, money markets and interest rates, discounted cash flow 
techniques, corporate capital budgeting and valuation, investing under uncer- 
tainty, capital asset pricing, and market efficiency. 

 

FIN 5306 International Finance                                                                      
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: FIN 5305 or special 

permission 

3 lecture hours 
This course provides an overview of the management of international funds 
movement, including mechanisms of financing imports and exports, cash man- 
agement, hedging and tax planning. At a minimum, the following subjects are 
discussed: pricing in a foreign currency, use of forward exchange for hedging, 
market efficiency in international money markets, foreign currency options, in- 
ternational capital asset pricing, pricing of foreign currency bonds, foreign cur- 
rency financing, cross-border financing decisions, and exposure management. 

 

FIN 5307 Management of Financial Institutions                                     3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: FIN 

5305 

3 lecture hours 
This course applies the principles of financial management to financial institu- 
tions, especially commercial banks. The impact of monetary and fiscal policies 
and the changing regulatory, legislative, and technological environments are 
studied. Specific problem-solving techniques and decision-making are em- 
phasized. Issues relating to efficient markets, dividend policy, capital structure, 
financing decisions, option pricing, leasing, and risk management are among the 
topics considered. In addition, special topics may include mergers and ac- 
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FIN 5308 Market Security Analysis and Portfolio Management     3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: FIN 

5305 

3 lecture hours 
This course offers accurate and intuitive coverage of investments, with an em- 
phasis on portfolio theory. It includes extensive discussion of capital asset pric- 
ing, arbitrage pricing, pricing of derivative securities, interest rates, and bond 
management. Stock valuation, estimating future earnings and dividends, and 
fixed income markets are examined closely. Major emphasis is on how glob- al 
capital markets function and measurement of performance of investment 
portfolios. At a minimum, the following subjects are discussed: global capital 
markets, organization of securities markets, investor behavior toward risk, se- 
curity valuation, analysis and management of common stocks and fixed in- come 
securities, behavior of security prices, development of modern portfolio theory, 
and portfolio management. 

 

FIN 5309 Financial Risk Management                                                         
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: FIN 

5305 

3 lecture hours 
This course introduces students to the current debate concerning the appro- priate 
level of volatility management for firms, before briefly describing the main tools 
available for financial risk management and the types of risks as- sociated with 
these instruments. We shall then focus in detail on risk manage- ment for 
financial firms, in particular commercial and investment banks. This unit 
includes a discussion of the regulatory requirements for capital adequacy and the 
recent developments in the area of Value at Risk (VAR), in particular the use of 
J.P. Morgan’s Risk Metrics and Credit Metrics, and more generally the trend 
towards the use of internal models for risk management. 

 

FIN 5310 Derivative Securities Analysis                                                     
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: FIN 

5305 

3 lecture hours 
This course is designed to expand students’ understanding of derivative-relat- ed 
financial instruments (such as forwards, futures, options, and swaps) and their 
use in investment and corporate financial management.  By the end of this 
course, students should have a basic understanding of how options and futures 
markets function, and how derivative-related financial instruments are priced. 

 

FIN 5311 Money and Capital Markets                                                         
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: FIN 

5305 
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3 lecture hours 
This course provides an examination of the current structure, pricing, competi- 
tion, and financial innovations in money and capital markets. Theory is coupled 
with contemporary events to study the impact of the secular rise and cyclical 
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variability of interest rates, the proliferation of financial instruments, deregula- 
tion and the wider competition in financial markets. Individual segments of 
the money market such as the commercial paper and acceptances markets are 
examined, as are capital market segments such as the various bond markets, 
mortgages, and derivative instruments. 

 

FIN 5312 International Banking Operations                                             3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: FIN 

5305 

3 lecture hours 
This course provides a clear understanding of the theory and practice of in- 
ternational banking and finance. It provides a solid grounding in the latest 
techniques in international lending and borrowing, asset and liability manage- 
ment, and risk appraisal. At a minimum, the following subjects are discussed: 
foreign exchange - theory and practice, the international money market, the 
international capital market, risks in international banking, and regulation of 
international banking. 

 

FIN 5313 Advanced Corporate Finance                                                      
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: FIN 

5305 

3 lecture hours 
The objective of the course is to enable the student to analyze practical finan- cial 
situations and problems. The course is decision-oriented and mainly based on 
case discussion and analysis. Topics include valuation, executive compensa- tion 
using EVA, initial public offerings, merger and acquisition, innovations in 
securities markets, dividend distribution policy, and the relationship between 
financial policy and corporate strategy. 

 

FIN 5314 Capital Budgeting                                                                             
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: FIN 

5305 

3 lecture hours 
The objective of this course is to provide students with an in-depth under- 
standing of the capital budgeting process (generating, evaluating, selecting, and 
following up on capital expenditures) for making sound project invest- ment 
decisions. After completing this course, participants are able to: apply capital 
budgeting decision rules to make sound financial choices and accu- rately 
analyze decisions and projects for financial soundness. At a minimum the 
following topics are discussed: Strategic decision making in determining 
investments/expenditures, capital budgeting decision criteria, refinancing 
techniques, and determination of capital structure. 

 

FIN 5399 Special Topics in Finance                                                               
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3 SCH 
Prerequisite: FIN 5305 or special 

permission 

3 lecture hours 
Specially scheduled courses on significant issues or topics relevant to the study of 
finance 
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French 
(FRE/FRN) 

 

French as a Foreign Language 

(FRE) 

 

FRE 1301 Beginning French I                                                                           
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Registration by placement test 

only 

2 lecture hours 2 lab 

hours 
Not open for Moroccan students. The course is meant as a communicative in- 
troduction to everyday situations for beginners to the language. Special em- 
phasis on understanding and communicating, with attention paid to the pro- 
duction of sounds. Some basic grammar and written work is included. 

 

FRE 1302 Beginning French II                                                                         
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: FRN 1301 or Instructor’s 

consent 

2 lecture hours 2 lab 

hours 
Not open for Moroccan students. Emphasizes speaking and understanding. 
Grammar is incorporated to allow for more rapid progress.  Students work on 

expanding their vocabulary and reading simple French texts. 

 

FRE 2301 Intermediate French                                                                       
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: FRN 1302 or placement test 

results 

2 lecture hours 2 lab 

hours 
Not open for Moroccan students. This course consolidates and extends vocab- 
ulary, as well as speaking and comprehension abilities. A variety of reading ma- 
terials are used which include more complex narratives and short poetry. The 
course offers an insight into the culture and history of the Francophone world 
within the framework of language work. 

 

French as a Second Language 

(FRN) 

 

FRN 1305 Consolidating French                                                                     
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Registration by placement test 

only 
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1 lecture hours 4 lab 

hours 
This lower intermediate level course is both intensive and extensive. It meets 
three days a week (4.5 hours total) for the entire semester and provides an active 
and systematic review of basic grammatical structures and problems. All four 
language skills, listening, speaking, reading, and writing, are equally stressed in 
this course. 
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FRN 1308 French for Academic Purposes I                                               
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: FRN 1305 or placement test 

results 

1 lecture hours 2 lab 

hours 
This upper-intermediate level course is designed to develop students’ facility in 
academic French. It offers an in-depth review of the French language structures 
such as grammar, verb conjugation, and then moves into production with writ- ing 
methods, practice with summaries, essays, oral explanations of texts, etc. 

 

FRN 2310 French for Academic Purposes II                                               
3SCH 
Prerequisite: FRN 1308 or placement test 

results 

1 lecture hours 2 lab 

hours 
This course is meant as a continuation of FRN 1308 and is open for students who 
have already acquired basic oral fluency and written accuracy in French. It 
offers students the opportunity to further polish and refine all four language 
skills, especially oral presentation and writing which are heavily stressed in the 
course. 

 

FRN 3310 Advanced French Writing and Speaking Skills                   3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: FRN 2310 or placement test 

results 

1 lecture hours 2 lab 

hours 
This course is for students completely at ease utilizing all four language skills 
in French. The course develops and improves students’ ability to express them- 
selves in correct standard French, both written and spoken, using authentic 
materials drawn from the world of business, the press, and other media. A 
particular emphasis is put on the necessary tools that enable students to give 
power, coherence, and polish to the numerous presentations they will be asked to 
give in their professional life. This course can be taken as elective. 

 

FRN 4320 French for the Professions                                                           
3 SCH 
Prerequisite:  FRN 3310 or Instructor’s 

consent 

3 lecture hours 0 lab 

hours 
This course is designed to give students the necessary linguistic background to 
improve their performance in the varied business situations they will en- counter 
during their professional life. It involves studying recent business ar- ticles on 
current affairs and articulating the concepts which are central to many business 
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situations. It also analyses in detail themes, like business culture, the importance 
of managing the information flow in companies, and the decision making 
process. Students are asked to create a business plan in French, to write a selection 
of business correspondance texts, and to summarize English arti- cles in French 
(cross-reduction). A Moroccan dimension is always given to all the points 
mentioned. This course can be taken as elective. 
NOTE: This course does not meet non-BA French language core program 

require- ments. 
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Grammar in Academic Context 
(GAC) 

 

GAC 1001 Grammar in Academic Context I                                              
0 SCH 
5 lecture hours 
GAC 1001 is a 75-hour intensive English grammar course. GAC 1001 deals with 
grammatical structures and language use at the low to high intermediate lev- els.  
GAC 1001 reviews and expands students’ knowledge of a variety of gram- 
matical features, including but not limited to:  tenses, prepositions, nouns and 
articles, modal verbs, and conditionals. GAC 1001 focuses on learner-centered 
communicative tasks that consider “use” rather than “form” and aim to devel- op 
the learner’s ability to use English in approriate contexts rather than just 
mastering language forms.   The course adopts a communicative and learner- 
centered approach. In addition, it reinforces and integrates the other language 
skills (reading, listening and speaking, and writing). 

 

GAC 1002 Grammar in Academic Context II                                             
0 SCH 
5 lecture hours 
GAC 1002 is a 75-hour intensive English grammar course. GAC 1002 deals with 
grammatical structures and use at the high intermediate to advanced levels. GAC 
1002 reviews and expands students’ knowledge of a variety of grammati- cal 
items, including but not limited to:  tenses, passive voice, nouns, articles, 
quantifiers, modification of nouns, modal verbs, gerunds and infinitives, and 
conditions.  GAC 1002 focuses on learner-centered communicative tasks that 
consider “use” rather than “form” and aim to develop the learner’s ability to use 
English in approriate contexts rather than just mastering language forms. The 
course adopts a communicative and learner-centered approach.  In addition, it 
reinforces and integrates the other language skills (reading, listening and 
speaking, and writing). 

 

GAC 1003 Grammar in Academic Context III                                           
0 SCH 
7.5 lecture hours 
GAC 1003 is a 112.5 hour intensive English grammar course.  GAC 1003 deals 
with grammatical structures and use at the low-intermediate to advanced lev- els.  
GAC 1003 reviews and expands students’ knowledge of a variety of gram- 
matical items, including but not limited to:  tenses, passive voice, nouns, ar- 
ticles, quantifiers, modification of nouns, modal verbs, gerunds and infinitives, 
and conditions.  GAC 1003 focuses on learner-centered communicative tasks 
that consider “use” rather than “form” and aim to develop the learner’s ability to 
use English in approriate contexts rather than just mastering language forms. The 
course adopts a communicative and learner-centered approach.  In addi- tion, it 
reinforces and integrates the other language skills (reading, listening and 
speaking, and writing). 
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GAC 1004 Grammar in Academic Context IV                                           
0 SCH 
7.5 lecture hours 
Grammar in an Academic Contest (GAC-SSIEP) is an intensive summer course 
that deals with grammatical structures and use at the high intermediate to ad- 
vanced levels.  GAC SSIEP reviews and expands students’ knowledge of a vari- 
ety of grammatical items, including but not limited to:  tenses, nouns, articles, 
quantifiers, modification of nouns, modal verbs, and conditions.   GAC SSIEP 
focuses on learner-centered communicative tasks, which privilege “use” rather 
than “form” and aims at developing the learner’s ability to use English in appro- 
riate contexts rather than just mastering language forms. The course adopts a 
communicative and learner-centered approach.  In addition, it reinforces and 
integrates the other language skills (reading, listening and speaking, and writ- 
ing). 

 

General Business 
(GBU) 

 

GBU 3203 Enterprises, Markets, and                                                           
2 SCH 
the Moroccan Economy 
Prerequisite: Junior Standing; highly recommended before mandatory BA intern- 

ship. This course cannot be taken in exchange for any other class. 

2 lecture hours 

This course covers current business, accounting and financial issues faced by 

enterprises and markets in Morocco. It also addresses the major trends that 

characterize the Moroccan economy. This course is given partially or totally in 

the French Language depending on the guests speakers invited every semes- ter. 

Note: this course is highly recommended before enrolling in the BA mandatory 

Internship. 

 

GBU 3301 Business Statistics                                                                           
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: MTH 1300 and MTH 

1301 

3 lecture hours 

This course is an introduction to the analysis of quantitative data with business 

applications. Topics covered include descriptive statistics, an introduction to 

probability theory, sampling distribution, confidence interval estimation, and 

hypothesis testing. 

 

GBU 3302 Legal Environment                                                                         
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior Standing.This course cannot be taken in 

exchange. 

3 lecture hours 
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This course introduces procedures of the Moroccan legal system and how law 

operates in the legal environment of business, including social, political, and 

ethical considerations. 
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GBU 3399 Special Topics in Business                                                           
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior 

Standing 

3 lecture hours 

This course consists of specially scheduled readings on significant issues or 

topics relevant to the study of business administration. 

 

GBU 4301 Quantitative Methods in Business                                           3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: GBU 3301 or MTH 

3301 

3 lecture hours 

This course is designed to provide foundations of statistical methods for mana- 

gerial decision making. The course an extensive coverage of inferential statis- 

tics: one or two population hypothesis testing, ANOVA, chi-square tests, regres- 

sion analysis, and time series forecasting. 

 

GBU 4308 Net-Economics and e-Business                                                  3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior Standing, MGT 3301 and MIS 

3301 

3 lecture hours 

This course deals with concepts and methods related to the new economy and to 

electronic businesses. It introduces the data-networks and their uses in the daily 

transactions of businesses. The characteristics of Economies and e-Busi- nesses 

are also considered before tackling the implied economic, managerial and 

financial issues. Applications and case studies are also used to emphasize the 

practical side of this course. 

 

GBU 5306 Business Decision Making and                                                  3 
SCH Management Science 
Prerequisite: GBU 

4301 

3 lecture hours 
This course is designed to provide foundations of quantitative methods for 
managerial decision-making. It examines the use of modern quantitative methods 
to support the executive decision-making process. Particular models examined 
include those which assist in describing and analyzing problems and those 
devoted to suggesting possible managerial actions. At a minimum, the following 
subjects are discussed: how to formulate business problems, how to solve them 
using quantitative analysis, and how to simulate and apply the rec- ommended 
solution. 

 

GBU 5307 Entrepreneurial  Management                                                   3 
SCH 
Prerequisites: All foundation 
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3 lecture hours 
This course is designed for students who wish to start their own business, ac- 
quire a business, or join the management of a family or privately owned and 
operated firm. This is a project course in which the student is required to create 
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a business plan for a proposed entrepreneurial endeavor. At a minimum, the 
following subjects are discussed: methods for identifying new opportunities, 
creativity and invention, acquiring seed capital, obtaining venture capital for 
growth or for purchase of an existing business. 

 

GBU 5310 Special Topics in Business                                                           
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Special 

permission 

3 lecture hours 
This course covers various topics of interest selected in an identified area of 
business. This course may be repeated for credit and can be used to support 
business projects. 

 

GBU 5313 Data Mining:                                                                                            
3 SCH 
Pre-requisite: GBU 

4301 
This course covers the most popular machine learning techniques used for 
“mining” knowledge that lies buried in an information system, includ- ing 
neural networks, decision trees, genetic algorithms and fuzzy logic. The 
course shows how these tools can be applied for making better decisions and 
discusses case studies that provide good models for such applications. 

 

GBU 5314 Simulation Modeling and Analysis:                                                3 
SCH 
Pre-requisite: GBU 

4301 
This course is an introduction to the main concepts needed to understand and use 
computer simulation approaches. The focus will be on discrete event simu- lation, 
as well as some coverage of system dynamics. The course will enable the 
students to understand how simulations based on these two models and to learn 
how to actually build a simulation model using a simulation package. 

 

GBU 5315 Econometric Tools for Supply Chain Management        3  
SCH 
Pre-requisite: GBU 4301 
This course introduces econometric tools for predicting and forecasting to 
support decision-making in the supply chain. In the first part of the course, 
causal methods are developed further. This part includes: simple and multiple 
regression, logistic regression, and neural networks. The second part presents 
time-series techniques: Exponential smoothing, ARIMA methods, and GARCH 
methods. 

 

GBU 5320 MBA Final Project:                                                                           
3 SCH In their final semester, students complete a detailed analysis of a specific 

busi- ness issue and may include applied research or a business problem-solving 

issue with a case study.  Students must first submit a proposal for their final 
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project no later than the semester preceding their last semester of study.  As 

part of the proposal preparation, students are required to complete the Re- search 

Methodology workshop.  Students are expected to select a problem, analyze the 

problem, and provide potential feasible solutions to the problem. 
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The projects are conducted under the supervision of an SBA faculty supervi- sor. 
Students must submit a final report in written form, and once the written report 
is approved by the examining committee, students must pass an oral examination 
which includes a presentation of their project. 

 

Geography 
(GEO) 

 

GEO 1301 Introduction to Geography                                                        
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: SSK 

1212 

3 lecture hours 
This introductory social science course provides a survey of the principles of 
human geography. Students are initiated in the basic concepts required for the 
spatial analysis of social phenomena, including notions of scale and car- 
tographic representation. Global systems and patterns are approached with a view 
to understanding current social issues such as development, migration, and the 
environment. The relevance of spatial models to the analysis of con- temporary 
issues is discussed. The course involves in-class and take-home ex- ercises as 
well as field trips. 

 

GEO 2402 Geographic Information Systems                                            4 
SCH 
Prerequisites: GEO 1301 and CSC 

1400 

4 lecture hours 
The course introduces Geographic Information Systems and associated tech- 
niques in digital image processing, and it stresses fundamental logic and scope of 
problem-solving using raster and vector systems. The course is designed for 
practitioners in development, planning, conservation, and environmental 
management. 

 

GEO 3301 Economic Geography                                                                    
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course studies the spatial organization of economic activity. The global 
distribution of production and international trade are analyzed with special re- 
gard given to the evolution of relations of interdependence through exchange, 
cycles, and networks. Major economic development models, including devel- 
opmentalism, world-systems perspective, Marxist, and liberal theories are dis- 
cussed. Students are required to conduct bibliographic research and to write a 
number of essays and papers. 

 

GEO 3302 Political Geography                                                                        
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
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This course studies the spatial deployment of power through analysis of po- 
litical entities, identities, and interests at different scales. Emphasis is placed 
on the State, with definitions of national sovereignty, territory, and borders. 
Domestic governance and civil administration are also discussed. International 
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institutions and agencies are analyzed in relation to contemporary economic 
activities, trade, resource management, and environmental monitoring, and in 
relation to conflict and conflict resolution. Students are required to conduct 
bibliographic research and to write a number of essays and papers. 

 

GEO 4301 Environmental Management                                                     
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: GEO 

1301 

3 lecture hours 
The course analyses the major causes of environmental deterioration and the 
strategies to repair and prevent damage to the environment. The impact of 
economic activities such as agriculture, fishing, forestry, exploitation of min- 
eral and energy resources, manufacturing and transportation on the Earth’s air, 
water, soils, flora and fauna is analyzed. The role and responsibility of major ac- 
tors: governments and agencies of various levels, international organizations, 
NGO’s, corporations, producers and consumers is discussed with regard to the 
theory and practice of sustainable development. 

 

 

History 
(HIS) 

 

HIS 1301 History of the Arab World                                                             
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: SSK 

1212 

3 lecture hours 
This course covers the history of the Arab world from the rise of Islam to the 
present by taking into consideration the perspectives of history and related fields 
of inquiry. It takes a social and cultural approach to understanding the different 
histories of Arab society. The course attempts to balance political his- tory and its 
focus on regimes and main events with long term social and cultur- al 
transformations that are relevant to the ordinary peoples of the Arab world. 

 

HIS 1302 History of the Arab World                                                             
3 SCH (equivalent to HIS 1301) 
3 lecture hours 
This course, taught in Arabic, covers the history of the Arab world from the rise 
of Islam to the present by taking into consideration the perspectives of history 
and related fields of inquiry. It takes a social and cultural approach to under- 
standing the different histories of Arab society. The course balances political 
history and its focus on regimes and main events with long term social and 
cultural transformations that are relevant to the ordinary peoples of the Arab 
world. 

 

HIS 2301 Contemporary World History                                                      
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Prerequisite: SSK 1213 & ENG 

1301 

3 lecture hours 
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This course provides a broad overview of the major developments affecting 
different parts of the world in the modern era. Although much of the course deals 
with the political, social, and cultural history of Europe as a historical cata- lyst in 
the ways in which modernity has been shaped, special attention is paid to the 
interactions between Europe and other geographical areas such as Af- rica, Asia, 
and Latin America. The course takes an interdisciplinary perspective as a way of 
understanding these world regions. 

 

HIS 2302 North Africa and the Middle East                                              
3 SCH 
in the Twentieth Century 
Prerequisite: HIS 1301, HIS 1302 or HIS 

2301 

3 lecture hours 
This covers the history of the Middle East and North Africa in the twentieth cen- 
tury. It takes a social and cultural approach to the understanding of the differ- ing 
histories of both regions. The course balances political history and its focus on 
regimes and main events with long term social and cultural transformations that 
are relevant to ordinary people. 

 

HIS 2310 Survey of United States History                                                 
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The course aims to provide students with an understanding of United States 
history. From selected topics of political, social, economic and/or cultural his- 
tory, the students review the broad lines of the formation of the United States, 
including its internal contradictions. The dominant narratives of political his- 
tory shall be questioned in light of the underlying internal conflicts of society 
and ethnicity. America’s changing role in the world shall be examined in rela- 
tion to its domestic politics. 

 

HIS 2371 History and Cultures of Sub-Saharan Africa                         3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course aims to provide students with an understanding of contemporary 
Africa by surveying key issues in the history of the continent and by introduc- 
ing them to the dynamism and diversity of its cultures. Issues explored in the 
course include: pre-colonial political systems, slavery and its legacies, Europe- 
an colonization, 20th century liberation movements, and post-colonial state and 
nation building. The course also explores the debates related to African cultural 
unity and Africa’s relations with the diaspora. 

 

HIS 3301 International History: 1914 to the Present                            3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: HIS 1301 or HIS 1302 or HIS 

2301 

3 lecture hours 
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This course aims to survey world history from a specifically international per- 
spective from the origins of World War I to the present by looking at war, diplo- 
macy, and cooperation between states. The origins, courses, and outcomes of 



Course Descriptions 

Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane | 2012-2013 Catalog | 326 

 

 

 

 

the two World Wars are studied as are other conflicts that have helped shape the 
international scene. The rise of the superpowers and the Cold War is exam- ined 
together with the various efforts at international co-operation such as the League 
of Nations, the United Nations, European integration, and NATO. 

 

HIS 3302 Modern European History: 1814-1945                                    3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: HIS 

2301 

3 lecture hours 
This course provides a historical survey of Europe from the Congress of Vienna 
in 1814-15 through to the Yalta Conference in 1945. Beginning with the Treaty 
of Vienna, the course studies developments in nineteenth century Europe: the 
revolutions of 1848, the rise of nationalism, and the unifications of Italy and 
Germany. In the twentieth century, the course addresses the origins, course, and 
effects of the two World Wars in Europe as well as the rise of communism, 
Fascism, and Nazism. 

 

HIS 3310 Contemporary Moroccan History                                              
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: HIS 

1301 

3 lecture hours 
This course seeks to trace the history of Morocco during the 19th and 20th cen- 
turies and to look at the challenges that face the country in the 21st century. 
Following an overview of the pre-colonial era, the course concentrates on the 
colonial and postcolonial periods. Taking into consideration the political and 
economic history of Moroccan society from the advent of colonialism to the 
present, this course also deals with the social and cultural history of ordinary 
people and the way they have been affected by various historical forces. The 
students are introduced to a variety of themes, such as, the colonial encounter, 
rural and urban resistance, nationalism, working class history, women’s history, 

democracy, and the challenges of globalization. 

 

HIS 3311 Modern Algeria                                                                                  
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior 

Standing 

3 lecture hours 
This course surveys the political and economic origins and development of 
modern Algeria. It traces the origins of Algeria from before the Ottoman regen- 
cy, through the long transforming period of French colonization, and through to 
the establishment of the modern independent state. The state- building pol- icies of 
independent Algeria’s first two presidents, Ahmed Ben Bella and Houari 
Boumedienne, are considered as are the growing economic difficulties of the 
1980s and their political consequences. The crisis of 1988 and the subsequent 
period of political liberalization (1989-1992) is examined, along with the drift 
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into the serious social and civil conflict of the 1990s. The course concludes with 
an analysis of the return to more authoritarian policies and the search to find 

social and political peace in the new century. 



Course Descriptions 

Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane | 2012-2013 Catalog | 328 

 

 

 

 

HIS 3320 History of United States Foreign Policy                                  3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course discusses the development of United States foreign policy from 
the isolationist era to the present day using a historical approach. Alternative 
interpretations of the history of the United States foreign policy, especially the 
traditionalist and revisionist schools, are offered. 

 

HIS 4301 Modern Imperialism and its Culture                                         3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: Senior 

Standing 
This course is a comparative examination of European Imperialism in the nine- 
teenth and twentieth centuries. Students study the historical contexts which led to 
the emergence of imperialist relations. The course also seeks to explain the 
political, economic, social, and cultural dimensions of European imperial- ism. 
The focus are primarily on British and French colonial experiences over- seas. 
The course takes a world historical approach to the study of imperialism. 
Through an examination of specific histories, it explores the various reactions of 
the colonized peoples to the colonial encounter and the behaviors of the 
metropolitan colonial elite within the same context. Issues of gender, colonial 
science, orientalism, and culture are dealt with as part of the complex fabric of 
the modern colonial experience. The course concludes with a discussion of 
decolonization and nationalism and the effects of the colonial experience on 
emerging nation states. 

 

HIS 4303 History and Memory in Twentieth Century Europe          3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: Senior 

Standing 

3 lecture hours 
This seminar takes collective memory as the theoretical background for the study 
of modern European history. It is conceived as a reflection on how his- tory and 
memory are either interrelated or opposed to each other in histori- cal thinking, 
and the way the past is viewed. This seminar is also an attempt to challenge the 
perspective of the conventional history of modern Europe. It does so by focusing 
on how specific social groups, such as the working class, woman, soldiers, 
holocaust survivors, immigrants, and marginalized people re- member their past 
experiences in the context of specific events and periods. The seminar starts 
with the First World War as a site of conflicting memories, and concludes with 
the fall of the Berlin Wall, which brought the debate about memory back to the 
study of history. 

 

HIS 5303 History of the World Economy                                                    
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This seminar provides a broad overview of the history of the world economy and 
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how it has affected different parts of the globe from the “premodern” to the 
“modern” eras. Special attention is paid to the economic interactions between 
Europe and other world regions such as Asia, Latin America, North Africa, and 
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sub-Saharan Africa. The course is intended to raise a number of questions and 
issues about both the historical and the theoretical frameworks that relate to the 
study of the world economy. The focus also involves the intellectual and 
scholarly debates that revolve on issues such as capitalism, the division of la- bor, 
industrialization, and imperialism. 

 

HIS 5312 Modern Algeria                                                                                  
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course surveys the political and economic origins and development of 
modern Algeria. It traces the origins of Algeria from before the Ottoman regen- 
cy, through the long transforming period of French colonization, and through to 
the establishment of the modern independent state. The state- building policies 
of independent Algeria’s first two presidents, Ahmed Ben Bella and Houari 
Boumedienne,are considered as is the growing economic struggle of the 1980s 
and its political consequences. The crisis of 1988 and the subsequent period of 
political liberalization (1989-1992) are examined, along with the drift into the 
serious social and civil conflict of the 1990s. The course concludes with an 
analysis of the return to more authoritarian policies and the search to find social 
and political peace in the new century. 

 

HIS 5314 Issues in European History since 1789                                     3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The course aims to provide students with an in-depth insight into the com- 
plexities of European history since the rise of the nation-state after the French 
Revolution. From selected topics of political, social, economic, and cultural his- 
tory, the students explore how lines of conflict emerged and developed over time 
both between nations and within national societies. Issues such as suc- cesses and 
failures of European civilization as well as the varying pace of po- litical, 
economic and/or social development in different European regions are treated in 
the course. 

 

HIS 5316 Survey of United States History                                                 
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The course aims to provide students with an in-depth study of United States 
history. From selected topics of political, social, economic and/or cultural his- 
tory, instruction covers the broad lines of the formation of the United States, 
including its internal contradictions. The dominant narratives of political his- 
tory are questioned in light of the underlying internal conflicts of society and 
ethnicity. Students examine America’s changing role in the world in relation to its 
domestic politics. 

 

HIS 5325 Colonization and Decolonization                                               3 
SCH 
in North Africa and the Middle 
East 
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The course examines the various experiences with colonization and decoloni- 
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zation processes in the North Africa and Middle East region from a compara- tive 
perspective. Starting with Napoleon Bonaparte’s invasion of Egypt in 1798, case 
studies present the different patterns of direct French rule in North Africa and 
Britain’s “informal Empire” in the Middle East. Also, the role of the Ottoman 
Empire as a colonizing power is taken into account. Furthermore, the course 
compares the motivations and strategies of national liberation movements in 
different parts of the region, contrasting secular and religious ideologies with the 
pragmatic and charismatic uses of power by military leaders as the domi- nant 
agents of decolonization. 

 

HIS 5326 Diplomatic History since the Congress of Vienna               3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course aims to survey world history in the nineteenth and twentieth cen- 
turies from a specifically international perspective: looking at war, diplomacy, 
and cooperation between states. The course examines the origins and results of 
all major conflicts that have helped shape the international scene during the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Emphasis is given to the rise of the great 
power and later the superpowers and large-scale conflicts like the Franco-Prus- 
sian war, the World Wars, and the Cold War. The various efforts at international 
co-operation such as the Concert of Europe, the League of Nations, the United 
Nations, the European Union, and NATO are also studied. 

 

HIS 5364 Issues in the History of the Muslim World                              3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The course examines a selection of issues that have marked the Muslim World 
from the seventh century to the present.  Using a multi-disciplinary approach, the 
course explores 1) the birth and growth of major Islamic urban centers, 2) the 
place of Muslim societies in World History and their contribution to the 
movement of people, goods, and ideas, and 3) the impact of modernity and 
globalization on the Muslim World. 

 

HIS 5365 History of Religions                                                                          
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The course examines a selection of issues that are related to the study of reli- 
gion, from antiquity to the renaissance.  The courses begins with an overview of 
the major centers of civilization (e.g. Babylon, Egypt, Persia, Greece) and their 
mythologies, from which organized religion emerged. The course examines the 
beginnings of major world religions, and the challenges of the early religious 
communities, as well as the relationships between them in the medieval pe- riod. 
The course may consider such issues as orthodoxy, authority, formations of 
sacred text, and relations with (or reactions to) secularism. 
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Human Resource Development (HRD) 
 

HRD 2300 Introduction to Human Resource Development               3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course explores the concepts, theories and strategies of Human Resource 
Development. It includes examining the roles of individuals responsible for the 
HRD program in an organization, including qualities, qualifications and scope. 
Students examine critically the components of HRD and identify the main chal- 
lenges facing organizations today at national and international levels. 

 

HRD 2301 Business Environment and Ethics for HRD                          3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
An introduction to business issues for HRD specialists. An overview of the 
global business environment and ethics are foundational. Also students are 
introduced to broader business domains of entrepreneurship, management, 
marketing, information technology systems, and financial management. 

 

HRD 3302 Ethics in Professional Contexts                                                 3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior 

Standing 

3 lecture hours 
What obligations do professionals have towards their corporations, clients, 
employees, and themselves? What should they do when obligations conflict? To 
what extent can religious values and traditions help us answer questions about 
work and the workplace? In examining these questions, we integrate a 
philosophical approach with case studies from business and the professions, 
learning to apply ethical theories to situations in the contemporary workplace. 
Attention also be given to cross-cultural issues in business and ethics. 

 

HRD 3303 Training and Development                                                         
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: HRD 

2300 

3 lecture hours 
This course provides students with an understanding of how human resource 
development professionals prepare individuals and develop their potential and 
capability within the workplace. The students learn how appropriate prepara- 
tion and development programs and interventions can increase the productiv- ity 
of individuals, groups, and organizations. During the course, they are intro- 
duced to organizational preparation and development through assessment of 
preparation needs in the workplace; the clarification of learning objectives; the 
process of designing and implementing preparation and development pro- grams; 
the methods of evaluating the effectiveness of these programs; and the use of 
media and technology in preparation and development. 
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HRD 3304 Strategic HRD                                                                                    
3 SCH 
Prerequisites: HRD 2300 and HRD 

3401 

3 lecture hours 
The course explains how HRD programs contribute to the strategic goals of the 
organization and how the HRD strategy should be aligned with the corporate 
strategy. Crucial issues such as staffing strategies, technology implementation, 
organizational alignment, quality management, and cost containment are ad- 
dressed in light of strategic organizational success. The aim is to provide stu- 
dents with a comprehensive view about the need for Strategic HRD and help 
them acquire the necessary skills and the theoretical background for adopting a 
strategic approach to HRD in different organizational settings. 

 

HRD 3305 Issues in Human/Social Development                                   3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: HRD 

2300 

3 lecture hours 
This course focuses on how human and social development occurs and how 
various institutions and systems within the national context impact develop- 
ment. Particular attention is given to workforce development and the inter- action 
between various actors in the education/training  sector and the eco- nomic 
sector. 

 

HRD 3399 Special Topics in HRD                                                                    
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior 

Standing 

3 lecture hours 
This course may vary in content according to faculty expertise and the relevan- cy 
of current issues in HRD. 

 

HRD 3401 Human Capital Management                                                    
4 SCH 
Prerequisite: HRD 2300 or special 

permission 

4 lecture hours 1 lab 

hour 
This course is a comprehensive view of human resource policy development with 
emphasis on the interdependence of personnel and operating functions. Students 
analyze personnel functions of recruitment, compensation, integra- tion into the 
workforce, and maintenance of human resources for the purpose of contributing 
to organizational, societal, and individual goals. An in-depth study of these 
functions is made as to their effects upon the development of the human 
resources. This course includes a two hours laboratory which focus- es on 
employment laws and relations and how they can affect the way human resources 
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HRD 4301 Program and Project Management                                         3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: HRD 

2300 

3 lecture hours 
This course provides students with an understanding of project management 
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concepts and tools in order to prepare them to lead and manage HRD related 
projects in organizations. Emphasis in the course is on acquisition of particular 
project management skills, such as stakeholder identification, project defini- 
tion, workflow analysis, dependency charting, and budgeting. 

 

HRD 4302 Needs Assessment and                                                                
3 SCH Organizational Effectiveness 
Prerequisites: HRD 2300, HRD 3401 and HRD 

3303 
Corequisite: HRD 

3303 

3 lecture hours 
The course emphasizes the Needs Assessment process at organizational, job, and 
individual levels. It examines specifically the main approaches used and 
specifies their benefits and drawbacks. It also analyzes the various methods 
used by HRD professionals to gather and analyze data in preparation for orga- 
nizational interventions and in evaluating their results. 

 

HRD 4303 Leadership and Management Development                      3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: PSY 3302 or MGT 

4304 

3 lecture hours 
A practicum course that applies leadership and management theory to per- sonal 
leadership skill development and to the setting up of management de- velopment 
programs for organizations. It includes leadership skills, teamwork and team-
building, conflict resolution, negotiation, interpersonal communica- tion, and 
cross-cultural communication skills. 

 

HRD 4304 Consulting for HRD                                                                        
3 SCH 
Prerequisites: HRD 2300, HRD 3401, and HRD 

3304 

3 lecture hours 
Consulting for HRD explains in detail the consulting process, the roles of both 
internal and external consultants and emphasizes the skills they should hold to be 
effective. It also covers the concepts and challenges of the consulting pro- 
fession with the aim to prepare students to guide organizations in improving 
human performance and organizational outcomes. 

 

HRD 4305 Human Resource Development in                                           3 
SCH Public Administration 
Prerequisites: HRD 2300 and HRD 

3401 

3 lecture hours 
This course provides a comprehensive exploration of the values, conflicts, 
political processes, and techniques which provide the context for Human Re- 
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derstanding of the role of public administration in governance and to develop an 
understanding of Moroccan Laws and the political environment of public 
administration. In addition, coursework identifies key challenges facing public 
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administrators in Morocco. It is concerned with the role and impact of politics on 
the administration of the public’s business. The policy roles of administra- tors 
and agencies are considered in detail. Particular attention is paid to con- 
temporary efforts of HRD to effect a reform in the politics of administration. 

 

HRD 4306 Organizational Development and Change                         3 
SCH 
Prerequisites: HRD 3401 and PSY 

3302 
Corequisite: HRD 

3304 

3 lecture hours 
Organizational Development (OD) is a formal sub-discipline of Human Re- 
source Development. Organizational Development involves planned interven- 
tions that are managed from the ‘top’ and are intended to improve the resourc- es 
and effectiveness of the entire organization. This course reviews the current 
theories of Organizational Development and Organizational Change. Students 
examine various methods of organizational research and analysis in order to plan 
methods for Organizational Development interventions. The course offers 
opportunities to investigate OD systems and strategies. 

 

HRD 4307 Career Management and Development                                3 
SCH 
Prerequisites: HRD 2300 and HRD 

3401 

3 lecture hours 
This course describes the current career-related issues of relevance to HRD 
professionals and sheds more light on what individuals and organizations can do 
to address some of the changing career forces and develop effective talent 
management systems. This course gives students an understanding of career 
management theory, principles, and practices as well as its vital function to a 
successful career. The key idea of having a career is having life-long work that 
leads to continual personal growth and development, with full integration and 
contribution to family and society. Thus, emphasis is placed on the principles of 
lifelong learning and experiential learning. 

 

 

Humanities 
(HUM) 

 

HUM 1310 History and Culture of the Berbers                                         3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The purpose of this course is to provide students with insight into the specif- ics 
of Berber culture and institutions, starting with a background survey cov- ering 
the origins, distribution, and common history of the Berber peoples of North 
Africa from ancient history up to medieval times. The focus then shifts to 
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Morocco, covering events from the Almohad period to the present time, with 
emphasis on Berber resistance during the colonial period, together with an 
analysis of current problems confronting the Amazigh community in this coun- 
try, with special reference to the Middle Atlas region. Time is also devoted to 
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the study of the various Berber-speaking areas of Morocco, Berber toponyms, 
and English translations of oral texts (folk-tales, proverbs, epic and lyrical verse, 
riddles, etc.). 

 

HUM 2301 Introduction to Islamic Art and Architecture                    3 
SCH (equivalent to HUM 2304) 
Prerequisite: Sophomore 

Classification 

3 lecture hours 
This course, taught in English, is an introduction to Islamic art and architec- ture 
with an emphasis on the Maghreb and al-Andalus. The first section of the course 
deals with the period of formation of Islamic art from the advent of Is- lam to the 
end of the Umayyad period. The second section consists of a survey of the art 
and architecture of the major dynasties of the Islamic West from A.D. 
750 to A.D. 1800. The last section of the course links Islamic art, architecture, 
and urbanism to their social and economic contexts. The course requires stu- 
dents to consider the intellectual and humanist dimensions of artistic produc- 
tion. 

 

HUM 2302 Introduction to the                                                                       
3 SCH Study of Islamic Civilization 
(Taught in English, equivalent to HUM 2303) 
Prerequisite: Sophomore 

Classification 
3 lecture hours 
This course introduces students to the general features of various aspects of 
Islamic civilization using an interdisciplinary approach that takes into account the 
basis of this civilization, its sources, and its permanent components. Causes of 
intellectual production and of past developments of this civilization are re- lated 
to factors that explain its present-day vitality. 

 

HUM 2303 Introduction to the                                                                       
3 SCH Study of Islamic Civilization 
(Taught in Arabic, equivalent to HUM 2302) 
Prerequisite: Sophomore 

Classification 
3 lecture hours 
This course, taught in Arabic, introduces students to the general features of 
various aspects of Islamic civilization using an interdisciplinary approach that 
takes into account the basis of this civilization, its sources, and its permanent 
components. Causes of intellectual production and of past developments of this 
civilization are related to factors that explain its present-day vitality. 

 

HUM 2304 Introduction to Islamic Art and Architecture                    3 
SCH (Taught in Arabic, equivalent to HUM 2301) 
Prerequisite: Sophomore 

Classification 
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on the Maghreb and al-Andalus. The first section of the course deals with the 
period of formation of Islamic art from the advent of Islam to the end of the 
Umayyad period. The second section consists of a survey of the art and archi- 
tecture of the major dynasties of the Islamic West from A.D. 750 to A.D. 1800. 
The last section of the course links Islamic art, architecture, and urbanism to their 
social and economic contexts. The course requires students to consider the 
intellectual and humanist dimensions of artistic production. 

 

HUM 2305 Science and Society                                                                      
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Sophomore  

Classification 
3 lecture hours 
This course serves to provide an understanding both of science as an intellec- tual 
endeavor and of the contemporary world, a world increasingly shaped by science. 
The course directly addresses a number of key questions. What is sci- ence? 
What is the nature of scientific knowledge? What is the relationship be- tween 
scientific knowledge and other kinds of knowledge or belief, between science 
and technology, between science and power? Are scientists morally responsible 
for the applications and effects of their scientific research? 

 

HUM 2306 Comparative Religion                                                                  
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Sophomore 

Classification 

3 lecture hours 
This course is an introduction to the study of the world’s major religions: Islam, 
Christianity, Judaism, Buddhism, and Hinduism. Other, lesser known, religions 
and religious movements are also discussed. The course covers the ideas and 
concepts that have shaped religions, as well as the questions that they have 
sought to address, with an emphasis on those themes shared by all of them. 
Students gain a better understanding, through a survey of religion, of how hu- 
man beings over the ages have perceived their place in the world. 

 

HUM 2307 History of Islamic Technology                                                  
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This introductory humanities course is a survey of technological advances in the 
Middle East and North Africa in the pre-modern era. While some of these 
advances came about as a response to the requirements of religion (e.g., deter- 
mination of the qibla direction and of prayer times) many others were practi- cal 
solutions to harness the forces of nature and lead a better-quality life. Two major 
themes of the course are 1) to show the intellectual and technological 
exchanges—through translations, trade, and travel—between Muslims and their 
neighbors, and 2) to link the technologies under study to current issues by 
showing how past experiences and technological solutions (e.g., water use, 
architectural techniques, etc.) can be implemented for a sustainable cultural and 
economic development in the MENA region and in Morocco in particular. The 
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knowledge of Islam and its civilization is required to take the course. The course 
can be taken as an elective in any undergraduate program. 
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HUM 2371 Popular Culture in Africa                                                            
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course is an introduction to the various aspects of popular culture in sub- 
Saharan Africa. Popular culture is often the only vehicle for common persons to 
express social and political discontent or comment. Historically, this has been 
possible through popular forms of music, art, film, or literature. African popular 
culture is frequently global in scope with many artists known as much in Eu- 
rope and the Americas as they are in their home countries. This course begins by 
looking at the use of popular culture in the colonial period and move up to the 
present in order to look at what art is and how to appreciate African artistic 
production; the role of popular culture such as theater, music, film, sculpture, 
painting, etc. in contemporary Africa. 

 

HUM 3311 Women and Culture                                                                      
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior 

Standing 

3 lecture hours 
This course examines the complex relationships between women and cul- ture. 

It introduces students to theories of culture, gender, and representation, analyzes 
the images of women and sexuality in various cultural discourses such as oral 
literature, television, popular music, advertising, magazines, as well as high 
culture arts, and considers women’s participation in cultural and aesthetic 
production, from traditional crafts through music to modern art forms. 

 

HUM 3320 American Culture                                                                           
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior 

Standing 

3 lecture hours 
This course addresses a variety of questions surrounding culture in the United 
States, including film, music, and other media. It analyses the multicultural 
atmosphere of the United States. It also addresses topics related to the rural- 
urban shift, the movement towards the cities in the North, and the inclusion/ 
exclusion dynamics related to minority cultural artifacts. 

 

HUM 3399: Special Topics in the Humanities                                            3 
SCH This course provides the opportunity to explore new topics in the arts, 

history, philosophy, religion or literature. It varies in content according to faculty 

exper- tise and the relevancy of current issues in the humanities. 

 

HUM 3412 Moroccan Cultural Heritage                                                     
4 SCH 
Prerequisites: HUM 2302; HIS 

2302 

3 lecture hours 
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The purpose of this course is to provide students with an in-depth knowledge of 
Moroccan cultural heritage from both tangible and intangible perspectives. 
Through the positive intermingling of Berber, Arab, Islamic, Jewish, Roman, 
Andalusian, French, Saharan, and Sub-Saharan cultures, Morocco has been 
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a place for innovation in the arts of living and building. The course places an 
emphasis on Moroccan heritage as it continues to thrive in cities, towns, and 

villages throughout the country. It aims to provide an understanding of how the 
traditions of Moroccan life can serve as a catalyst for developments in con- 
temporary Morocco. This four (4) SCH course involves a number of local and 

cross-country field trips. 

 

HUM 5000 Orientation Seminar                                                         (non-
credit) This seminar is designed to prepare students to participate in graduate 

pro- grams which include a serious component of humanities and social sciences. 

The seminar begins with an overview of the university’s administration, servic- 

es for students and staff, and philosophy of pedagogy according to the West- ern 

educational model. Further, students visit the university library and are 

introduced to staff and resources (books, journals, reference works, electronic 

databases, etc.) which are available to all students. Thereafter, the seminar con- 

sists of presentations on different topics related to graduate studies includ- ing 

citation and research methodology, contemporary world events, religious studies, 

Western culture, and the humanities and social sciences. In addition, the seminar 

serves to fortify the students’ English, both written and oral. Some sessions of the 

class is led by guest instructors with expertise relevant to the issues under 

discussion. 

 

HUM 5010 Concepts in Islamic Studies                                          (non-
credit) The seminar is designed to introduce students to key subjects in Islamic 

Stud- ies according to the Western academic tradition. It begins with an overview 

of some critical methodologies used by contemporary scholars, then proceeds 

with an examination of major themes in the discipline (e.g. Quran, Sira, Hadith, 

Shi’ism, Sufism, Islamic Philosophy, etc.) according to the Western academic 

system. 

 

HUM 5020 Religious Traditions                                                          (non-
credit) This seminar is designed to prepare students to participate in graduate 

pro- grams with a focus on religious studies. The primary purpose of the seminar 

is the advanced development of written and spoken English, and to familiarize 

the learners with the technical language specific to the field of religious stud- ies 

in the Western model. In each session, students read and discuss texts from 

various world religious traditions (e.g. Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, 

Judaism) including both the sacred and secular texts of the religious communi- 

ties. Each week the course addresses a topic, and examines texts from various 

traditions that attempt to respond to that theme (e.g. human rights, rule of law, 

globalism, gender). 

 

HUM 5101 Common Colloquia                                                                       
1 SCH These short weekly seminars are intended to provide an appropriate 

forum for the Ministry of Awqaf students to discuss issues or assignments of 

their pro- 
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gram which are especially challenging. They serve to supplement other cours- es 
in the program, taking into account the unique background of the program’s 
students. The course occasionally features guest speakers. 

 

HUM 5210 Islamic Studies Colloquium                                                       
2 SCH These weekly seminars are intended to provide students with training 
in traditional Islamic subjects, and feature distinguished guest instructors and 
traditional ulema. The Colloquium is intended to be taken repeatedly, and 
meets for two hours a week on average.  Examples of potential subjects 
include Arabic grammar, rhetoric, logic, jurisprudence, and the sciences of 
the Quran. 

 

HUM 5301 Advanced Comparative Religion                                            3 
SCH This seminar approaches the field of comparative religion beginning with 

an introduction to the discipline of hermeneutics and moving afterwards to an 

analysis of major thematic issues in sacred texts, using a multi-disciplinary ap- 

proach.  Examples of t hemes may include such topics as: skepticism and sa- 

cred knowledge, representation of the divine, sovereignty, moral universalism, 

religious pluralism, death, mysticism, the problem of evil, and relationship of law 

and religion. Students are expected to both do in-depth readings on these topics, 

to demonstrate a serious consideration of the pertinent issues in essay writing, 

and to participate in the seminar by leading or facilitating discussion around these 

issues as pedagogical practice.  The seminar also features guest lecturers who 

have academic interests in the specific topics featured in the syl- labus. 

 

HUM 5312 Popular Culture in North Africa                                              
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
Various types of popular expression in North African societies are examined, 
starting with religious practices such as popular Islam. Other forms of popular 
expression often ignored in the past, such as pop music, theater, television, and 
film, are covered. The course moves from a discussion of North Africa itself to 
the growing influence of such North African pop cultural forms as raised in 
other regions of the Arab world, Europe, and beyond. 

 

HUM 5322 Critical Writing and Communication                                     3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course emphasizes the refinement of critical thinking and analytical skills 
and their expression in both the written and the oral mode. It is designed to 
improve students’ ability to argue persuasively and appropriately, and to ana- 
lyze effectively the arguments of others. The course  centers  on  professional, 
decision-making  situations  and  involve  the creation and analysis of the stu- 
dents’ own texts, as well as the analysis and interpretation of the texts of others. 
Attention is given to conventions of research and documentation in the social 
sciences, including practice in MLA and APA formatting. 
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HUM 5323 Politics in North African                                                              
3 SCH Literature and Films 
3 lecture hours 
This course examines the handling of political themes and issues through a se- 
lection of North African films and works of literature over a varied time period. 

 

HUM 5360 Issues in Contemporary Islam                                                  
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course is a survey of different issues in contemporary Islamic thinking and 
practice. While covering the interaction between Islam and politics, and dis- 
cussing the relationship between Islam and democracy, the course also em- 
phasizes social and cultural issues, such as Islam and Modernity and Islam and 
women. New challenges to Islamic societies and to Muslims in general are also 
covered. 

 

HUM 5361 Introduction to the Basics of Islam                                         3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This is an introductory course for students who have little prior background in 
Islamic or religious studies.  This course is an introduction to the religion of 
Islam, and briefly addresses the basics of the faith, including the five “pillars”, 
important practices, as well as fundamental themes of its theology, sacred text, 
and the biography of the Prophet Muhammad. The course also includes a visit to 
a mosque in order to familiarize students with its role and standard charac- 
teristics. 

 

HUM 5362 Introduction to the Quran and                                                3 
SCH Biography of the Prophet (Sirah) 
This course introduces the student to Islam’s primary sacred text: the Quran. 
Emphasis is placed on the Quran’s central role within Islam, as well as the body 
of tafsir (commentary) literary that has evolved around this sacred text, as well as 
historical and contemporary approaches to the study of the Quran.  Stu- dents 
likewise are introduced to “Sirah” texts, i.e. the biographical accounts of the life 
of the Prophet Muhammad (most importantly that of Ibn Hisham), and survey 
contemporary scholarship on Sirah. 

 

HUM 5363 Introduction to Islamic                                                               
3 SCH Jurisprudence (Fiqh) & Creed (`aqeeda) 
This course will provide students with an introduction to the major schools of 
Islamic jurisprudence, and an overview of their history and origins.  Students 
will also be introduced to the major legal texts associated with the schools, both 
medieval and contemporary. In addition, the course will provide students with a 
basic introduction to the formation of religious creed (`aqeeda) within Islam, and 
the major differences between the Sunni and Shia doctrine. 
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HUM 5365 Mysticism and Sufism                                                                 
3 SCH The course examines Sufism (the mystical tradition of Islam), and other 

eso- teric traditions from around the world. First, the communalities and 

diversity of the mystic traditions of world religions are explored through readings 

of the foundational works of each. Methods, practices, arts and institutions of 

Jew- ish, Christian, Buddhist, and Hindu mysticism are compared. Second, 

mystic aspects of the non-scriptural religions of Africa, Native America, and 

Aborigine Australia are studied. The various critiques formulated against 

mysticism are presented, as the post-modern turns towards mysticism. 

 

HUM 5366 Contemporary Issues in Kalam (Theology)  3 SCH 
This course considers contemporary issues in kalam (theology), with special 

attention given to the research interests of the instructor. Possible examples 

include comparative issues in Sunni and Shia works, or the theology of minor- 

ity communities such as the Ahmadiyya. 

 

HUM 5367 Contemporary Issues in Fiqh (Jurisprudence)                  3 
SCH 

 

This course considers contemporary issues in fiqh ( jurisprudence), with special 
consideration given to the research interests of the instructor.  Possible exam- 
ples include the fiqh of Muslim minority communities (fiqh l-‘aqalliya), and the 
contemporary position on controversial issues such as banking interest (riba) or 
temporary marriage (zawaj muta’a). 

 

HUM 5368 Graduate Seminar in Religious Studies                               3 
SCH Specially scheduled courses on significant issues or topics relevant to the 

study of religion. 
 

 

HUM 5369 Graduate Seminar in Islamic Studies                                    3 
SCH Specially scheduled courses on significant issues or topics relevant to the 

study of Islam. 

 

HUM 5371 Amazigh (Berber) History and Culture                                 3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course examines the history of the Berber/Imazighin peoples from the 
Neolithic period to the present. The course covers the Imazighin peoples who 
live from Siwa Oasis in Egypt’s Western Desert to the Atlantic and south to 
Niger and Burkina Faso. Imazighin political movements in the 20th and 21st 
centuries and French colonial influence in creating a “Berber” identity are ex- 
amined.  While the emphasis in the course is on the history and politics of 
Imazighin peoples and movements in North Africa, the course also touches on 
Berber culture and its legacy in such topics as toponyms, linguistics (dialects of 
Arabic as well as the various dialects of Tamazight, or Berber Language), epic 
poems (including in the Arabic Abu Zaid Hilali tales), and folk lore in North Af- 
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rica. The course considers how Imazighin have emerged in recent years from the 
stereotype of rural, colorful folk used to attract tourists to buy handicraft to a 
viable cultural forces in contemporary North Africa. Comparison is made be- 
tween Imazighin movements in the Maghrib with indigenous peoples in other 
parts of the world (North and South America, Europe, and New Zealand, for 
example). 

 

HUM 5388 Mediterranean Societies                                                            
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The course presents the cultural, political, and environmental specificities that 
have determined the development of societies around the Mediterranean Sea. 
Several exemplary cases are approached from comparative anthropological as 
well as historical perspectives. The course deals with ethnic, political, and reli- 
gious complexities that have shaped exchange in such fields as settlement pat- 
terns, resource use, and social organization. The use of violence to shift domi- 
nance in the region is a theme for inquiry, as well as transmission of knowledge 
and forms of cross border cooperation. In that context, the role of transnational 
communities is examined as well. 

 

HUM 5412 Moroccan Cultural Heritage                                                     
4 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The purpose of this course is to provide students with a deep knowledge of 
Moroccan cultural heritage from both tangible and intangible perspectives. 
Through centuries of constructive intermingling of Berber, Arab, Islamic, Jew- 
ish, Roman, Andalusian, French, Saharan and sub-Saharan cultures, Morocco has 
been an innovative place for the arts of living and building. The course places 
an emphasis on Moroccan heritage as it continues to thrive in cities, towns and 
villages throughout the country. It aims at providing an understand- ing of how the 
traditions of Moroccan life can serve as a catalyst for develop- ment in 
contemporary Morocco. This four SCH course involves a number of lo- cal and 
cross-country field trips. 

 

International Studies (INS) 
 

INS 2320 Model United Nations                                                                     
3 SCH 
Pre-requisite: Junior 

Standing 

3 lecture hours 
This class examines the structure, history, and functions of the United Nations, 
and of the major issues that it has faced and is currently facing. The course 
combines both knowledge of the organization and simulated debates about major 
political and social issues.It concludes with an in-class simulation. Stu- dents 
learn the rules of procedure, the principles of resolution writing, and the 
preparation of national position papers. They also study the foreign policy po- 
sitions of at least one country in order to represent that country in class simula- 
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tions. 

 

INS 3301 Theories and Models of International Relations                 3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: PSC 

2301 

3 lecture hours 
The course is a survey of the main theories and models of international rela- 
tions. After considering some concepts such as order, power, sovereignty, and 
international justice, the course examines central themes in international rela- 
tions such as the balance of power, international law and organizations, diplo- 
macy, and globalization. This theoretical background is then applied to specific 
issues  in  international  politics  such  as  interventionism,  human rights, ter- 
rorism, or peace and war. 

 

INS 3302 International Law and Organizations                            3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: INS 

3301 

3 lecture hours 
This course introduces students to both international law and international 
organizations. The role and application of international law is examined, par- 
ticularly in the fields of conflict, trade, maritime issues, and borders. The course 
surveys the range, role, and function of the main international organizations 
operating in the contemporary international system, including the United Na- 
tions, the International Monetary Fund, and the World Trade Organization. 

 

INS 3310 The United States and the Middle East                                    3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior 

Standing 

3 lecture hours 
This course studies the role of the United States in the Middle East and the way it 
has defined its interests in that region. Topics examined include the United 
States’ response to shocks generated by the Arab-Israeli conflict, the oil crisis, 
the Iranian revolution, and coups in North African and Middle Eastern states. 
United States foreign policy with regard to the Maghreb is also studied. 

 

INS 3311 Economic History of the United States                                    3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior 

Standing 

3 lecture hours 
Students in this course study the development of the United States economy from 
independence to the present day. Among other issues, the course ad- dresses the 
development of the agricultural system, industrialization, the in- formation age, 
and the transition to a service sector economy. The course also addresses the role 
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INS 3371 Africa in World Affairs                                                                     
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course explores a selection of vicious and virtuous political events Africa 
has presented to the world over the last 50 years or so in terms of development, 
governance and conflict, and conflict resolution. The increasing competition 
among several big powers for influence and/or natural resources and mar- kets, 
starting with former colonial powers Great Britain and France, the United 
States,and more recently China is also discussed. 

 

INS 3372 Conflict  in Contemporary Africa                                               
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course introduces students to the history of internal conflicts in contem- 
porary post-independence Africa.  Using a case study approach, the course looks 
at the causes and solutions for conflict in Africa through a variety of per- 
spectives, including traditional and alternative approaches. 

 

INS 3373 US Relations with Sub-Saharan Africa                                     3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course introduces students to United States’ policy in Africa including se- 
curity interests, economic relations, and ideological considerations. The course 
examines the extent of relations between Africa and the United States as well as 
the difficulties facing both sides in terms of establishing a permanent insti- 

tutionalized relationship. 

 

INS 3374 EU relations with Sub-Saharan Africa                                      3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The course introduces students to the policies of the various European states 
towards Africa using a case study approach. It focuses on the asymmetry of the 
relationship and the problems of establishing closer and friendlier relations in 
light of history. 

 

INS 3397 Special Topics in American Studies                                           3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior 

Standing 

3 lecture hours 
Specially scheduled courses on significant issues or topics relevant to the study of 
American Studies. 

 

INS 3398 Special Topics in European Studies                                           3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This is a specially scheduled course on significant issues or topics relevant to the 
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INS 3399 Special Topics in North African and                                          3 
SCH Middle Eastern Studies 
3 lecture hours 
Specially scheduled courses on significant issues or topics relevant to the study of 
North African and Middle Eastern Studies. 

 

INS 5302 World Issues Seminar                                                                      
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course is intended to give students a solid grounding in both a broad range 
of contemporary international issues and also issues relating to Morocco and its 
immediate surroundings. Readings and discussions examine major cur- rent 
international issues as well as look at the developments and events in the world’s 
major sub-regions. The seminar is a forum for a range of guest speakers, from both 
within and beyond the university, to address topics of international, 
contemporary, and Moroccan relevance. 

 

INS 5303 Advanced International Relations Theory                             3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course presents a broad variety of theoretical approaches to analyzing the 
international political situation. It covers the different debates that take place in 
the field of International Relations. The course discusses Realist, Liberal, and 
Post-Modern approaches to International Relations theory. The course also ex- 
amines different forms of Constructivism and their critiques. 

 

 

 

INS 5304 Moroccan Foreign Policy and Diplomacy                               3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course looks at the development and formulation of Morocco’s foreign 
policy since independence in 1956. In addition, it provides a historical over- view 
of the major events and developments of the post-independence period. The  
course  also  examines  the  issues  and  actors  involved  in  the making of 
policy and the changing nature of the regional and international context in which 
Morocco has had to adapt itself. 

 

INS 5305 International Law and Organizations                                       3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The aim of this course is to provide a framework for understanding the norma- 
tive dimension of international relations. The emphasis is on the role of norms 
and rules in international relations through the role of international treaties and 
their effects on international relations. 

 

INS 5306 Diplomatic Negotiation                                                                  
3 SCH 
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This course surveys the theory and practice of diplomatic negotiation features 
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within both bilateral and multilateral negotiations.  Models of negotiation, steps 
of negotiation, and strategies of negotiations are a consistent compo- nent of the 
program. Psychological and sociological influences are empha- sized. Case 
studies complement the theoretical framework of the course. 

 

INS 5307 Diplomatic Theory and Practice                                                 
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The purpose of this course is to survey the different approaches in analyzing 
diplomacy and foreign policy. The debate from an American and European 
perspective is emphasized. The different aspects to be analyzed are the con- 
stitutional, the organizational, and the partisan dynamics of the foreign policy 
process. The evolution of diplomacy and the new role of diplomats in Inter- 
national Politics are examined in the light of current challenges to ‘traditional 
diplomacy’. 

 

INS 5310 Special Topics in International Relations                                3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
Specially scheduled courses on significant issues or topics relevant to the study of 
international relations. 

 

INS 5311 Geopolitics                                                                                            
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The objective of this course is to analyze the twentieth century geopolitical 
thought as one of the components of contemporary political philosophy. The 
course surveys Western geopolitical thinkers, including Mackinder, Vidal de La 
Blache, Haushofer, Kennan, Kissinger, and Huntington. Alternative and oppos- 
ing geopolitical discourses (Soviet, Third Worldist, Islamist, and Environmental- 
ist) are also studied. The role of geopolitical ideologies in international relations 
and strategic policymaking is analyzed. The course is based on fundamental 
readings and involves bibliographic research. 

 

INS 5312 International Security                                                                     
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course deals with issues related to international security. It examines the 
legacy of both World War II and the Cold War. It surveys different theories of 
peace and war with an emphasis on the causes of war and the conditions for 
peace. Emphasis is given to peace research and the positive definition of peace in 
International Relations. 

 

INS 5313 Conflict Management and Resolution                                     3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course explains the theoretical and analytical tools used to understand the 
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surveys the different forms of political violence, including ethnic, domestic 
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conflict, and terrorism. It examines different forms of conflict management 
and resolution including preventative diplomacy, humanitarian intervention, 
peace making, and peace keeping. The course uses case studies. 

 

INS 5314 Diplomatic Negotiation: Theory and Practice                      3 
SCH This course surveys the theory and practice of diplomatic negotiation and it 

covers both bilateral and multilateral negotiations. Models, steps, and strate- gies 

of negotiations are covered and case studies complement the theoretical aspects 

of the course. 
 

 

INS 5315 International Political Economy                                                  3 
SCH This course provides a survey of theories of international political economy 

as well as a short review of the history of the discipline. The course examines the 

relationship between economics and politics. It covers several issues including 

the relationship of wealth and power, the role of the nation-state in economic 

management and control, regional economic and political integration, the role of 

the multinational cooperation, the North-South economic divide, political 

dialogue, and the impact of globalization the world’s economies. 

 

INS 5316 Comparative Political Economy of Development               3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The main theories of economic development are surveyed. A comparison of their 
effects is applied to different regions of the world. Strategies of economic 
development among different regions of the world are compared. The simi- 
larities, the differences, and the lessons of different strategies of development are 
emphasized. The role of policies, institutions, and the international environ- ment 
in constraining the action of policy makers is examined. 

 

INS 5317 European Union - North Africa Relations                               3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course surveys and examine relations between the Maghreb region and 
Europe. Bilateral ties between states as well as the policies of individual Eu- 
ropean states such as France and Spain are explored. The main focus of the 
course is on relations with the European Union itself. Students study issues such 
as trade, co-operation, migration, security, and the Euro-Mediterranean 
Partnership Initiative. 

 

INS 5320 The European Union: An Introduction                                     3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course aims to introduce students to the basic workings and institutions of 
the European Union. The origins of the EU are examined along with its pro- 
gressive growth as an institution, its expansion to include new members, and its 
transformation in search of deeper political integration. Students also study the 
construction and goals of European policies such as those concerning agri- 
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culture, foreign affairs, and economics. 

 

INS 5322 The United States and the Middle East                                    3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This pro-seminar examines the interests of the United States in the Middle East 
from the Truman Doctrine onwards. The formation of the Baghdad Pact, the 
Suez Crisis, the Arab-Israeli Conflict, Palestine, the Gulf Wars, and the Iranian 
Revolution are discussed in terms of their effects on United States interests and 
orientation. The role of oil and the region’s reliance on the United States for 
security along with the rising role of counter-terrorism in shaping United States 
foreign policy are analyzed within the broader framework of United States for- 
eign policy. 

 

INS 5324 United States Foreign Policy                                                        
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
Various economic, social, and political changes both domestically and abroad 
have shaped American foreign policy and diplomacy within a historic perspec- 
tive. This course attempts to offer a comprehensive understanding of the evo- 
lution of doctrines, related interests, tools, goals, and accomplishments of US 
foreign policy and diplomacy. The class examines key concepts such as “diplo- 
macy”, the “national interest”, “power”, and “policy instruments” in order to com- 
prehend how the US applies these in its dealings with other countries and in 

addressing complex world problems. 

 

INS 5326 United States-Maghreb Relations                                              3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This pro-seminar examines history and the development of United States for- 
eign policy towards the Maghreb from the 18th century onwards. Particular 
emphasis is placed on political and economic cooperation and conflict during the 
Cold War and current efforts to enhance economic ties through free trade 
agreements and economic initiatives. Various aspects of military and security 
cooperation are also discussed within the framework of the overall relation- ship. 

 

INS 5340 Independent Study in International Studies                        3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 

Independent study is for those students who have specific interests or needs 

that cannot be covered by the courses offered in their program. Students 

wishing to do an independent study must submit a detailed plan as a written 

request proposing the study, which must be supported by a member of the 

faculty and approved by the Dean of the School of Humanities and Social Sci- 

ences. Students may undertake only ONE independent study in the course 

of their MA program and may do so should there be no courses offered that 

cover the same topics. Independent study should be taken only during the last 
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semesters of students’ degree program. Independent study can only be taken to 

cover non-core requirements. 
 

INS 5342 The Political Economy of the European Union                     3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 

The course provides analysis of the economic rationale for the European Union, 

evidence of the development of trade and growth in the EU, details of the Sin- 

gle Market program, analysis of convergence and disparities within the EU, and 

prospects for EU enlargement by integration of Central European economies. 

Focus is on integration theory and measurement and analysis of EU policy- 

making, illustrated with current issues such as economic and monetary union, 

and employment and trade policies. 
 

INS 5344 Security Politics in the New Europe                                           3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 

This course deals with the methods and theories of security issues. It analyz- 

es the historical background conditions and the significant changes in Euro- 

pean security since the end of the 1980s. The course assesses the strategies 

and shortcomings of European security institutions (OSCE, EU, and NATO) and 
evaluates current security challenges. 

 

INS 5346 External Relations of the European Union                            3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The external relations of the EU encompass a wide range of issues, from trade 
and development to security and the environment. With the expansion of the EU 
and the deepening of the integration process, the EU has become an in- 
creasingly acknowledged actor in the international system. The course exam- 
ines the decision-making processes regarding the EU external relations and its 
main areas of action. 

 

INS 5348 United States-European  Relations                                             3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The course examines the economic, political, and security relations between the 
United States and Europe before and since the European integration pro- cess. It 
examines the economic relationship in terms of trade, investment, and financial 
flows, and it examines the security relationship within the rubric of NATO. 
Major issues for NATO such as the inclusion of West Germany, eastward 
expansion, relations with Russia, and its search for a role in a post-Cold War 
world serve as the seminar’s signposts. NATO debates over relative burdens and 
the positions advanced by the United States and some of its allies are also studied 
in this seminar. 
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INS 5361 Political Economy of the Middle East                                       3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The course studies the connection between the political and economic foun- 
dations of the societies of the Middle East and North Africa. Starting from the 
analysis of the natural resource base, the course covers some of the ‘classic’ de- 
bates that have marked the study of the economies of the region: the challeng- es 
posed by rapid demographic growth, or by the imperative of agricultural 
development in an arid or semi-arid environment, the problem of the ambiva- lent 
opportunities offered by oil and other mineral wealth, and the persistent 
imbalance of the economic structures. In presenting these debates.the course 
addresses questions concerning the choices and conditions which influenced the 
evolution of the economy of the states of the region and their impact on the 
political and social systems that have experienced them. Particular atten- tion is 
dedicated to the origins and effects on the region of neo-liberal political economy 
approaches over that last three decades. 

 

INS 5391 Thesis Seminar                                                                                    
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
Students who have reached the thesis-writing stage meet once a week with other 
students and a supervising professor to report on their progress and to be advised 
on how to proceed with their project. Students failing to defend their theses 
successfully by the end of the semester are awarded an IP grade. This course can 
be taken only on a Pass/Fail basis. 

 

INS 5392 Policy Practicum 
The course is designed to provide students with supervision and advice on how 
to write policy papers and consists of a combination of practically-oriented as- 
signments which culminate with the drafting of the final policy paper. Students 
failing to defend their policy paper successfully by the end of the semester is 
awarded an IP grade. This course can be taken only on a Pass/Fail basis. 

 

INS 5397 Special Topics in American Studies                                           3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 

Specially scheduled courses on significant issues or topics relevant to the study 

of the American region. 

INS 5398 Special Topics in European Studies                                           3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 

Specially scheduled courses on significant issues or topics relevant to the study 

of the European region. 

 

INS 5399 Special Topics in North African and                                          3 
SCH Euro-Mediterranean  Studies 
3 lecture hours 
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Specially scheduled courses on significant issues or topics relevant to the study of 
North Africa and Euro-Mediterranean region. 
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Internship 
(INT) 

 

INT 4301 Internship (for SBA Students)                                                     
3 SCH Prerequisites: GBU 3203, ENG 2302, ACC 3201; must be done in the 

last summer session. 

INT 4301 allows students to gain practical experience in the workplace before 

receiving their undergraduate degrees. More specifically, it consists of training in 

a public or private sector agency or business to be completed in the summer 

semester. The student identifies an organization interested in hiring her/him as a 

full time intern for an 8-week period (minimum required). The SBA Internship 

program supervises the students and awards academic credits upon successful 

completion of all the required assignments. 
 

Internship 
(INT) 

 

INT 4302 Internship (For SHSS Students)                                                  
3 SCH Prerequisite: ENG 2301; INT 4302 must be done in summer semester 

prior to the student’s graduation semester in fall or spring 

3 lecture hours 
On-the-job education and training in a public or private sector agency or busi- 
ness to be completed, preferably, in the summer. Students must consult with the 
internship chair to arrange for a three-party contract to be drawn up that details 
the amount and nature of the work to be done. The contract must be signed by 
the student, the internship chair, and the agency or business person supervising 
the work. 

 

INS 5290 Internship                                                                                              
2 SCH 
2 lecture hours 
Students who do not have at least one year of relevant work experience need to 
complete an internship. The internship should be a minimum of eight weeks, or 
320 hours in a suitable organization. On the completion of the internship, 
students are required to submit a written report to be defended before an ex- 
amining committee. Students who conduct an internship are required to take two 
additional International Relations courses. Students who are exempted from the 
internship take three additional International Relations courses. 

 

 

Latin 
(LAT) 

 

LAT 1201 Classical Languages: Latin                                                                   
2 SCH This course prepares students to be able to read Classical Latin texts with 
a focus on the Vulgate and the works of Christian Fathers. Students initially focus 
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the aid of a dictionary.  Students develop their ability to translate written texts 
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from Latin to English or, by extension, Arabic, French or other languages known 
by the students.  Readings in the class build from Classical Latin authors and 
move gradually towards the Vulgate and other Christian Fathers. Students also 
become acquainted with the historical development of Latin, its relationship to 
Ancient Greek, its influence on other languages, especially English, and its 
importance for the development of Western law and science. Upon successful 
completion of the course, students have acquired the background and resourc- es 
necessary to incorporate and analyze Latin texts in their scholarly research. 

 

Literature 
(LIT) 

 

LIT 2301 Major Works of World Literature                                                 
3 SCH (equivalent to ARB 2305/LIT 2305) 
Prerequisites: Sophomore Classification, SSK 1213, and ENG 

1301 

3 lecture hours 
This course is designed to give students a generous sampling of the major works 
of World Literature. Using a multi-disciplinary approach, the course fo- cuses on 
reading, analyzing, and discussing works drawn from the various his- torical 
periods and genres. Works from various geo-cultural regions, aboriginal and 
immigrant writers, and from male and female writers are included. 

 

LIT 2304 Introduction to Arabic Literature                                               
3 SCH (Taught in Arabic, same as ARB 2304) 
3 lecture hours 
The aim of this course, taught in Arabic, is to promote the knowledge of differ- 
ent literary genres and to enable students to differentiate between them and to 
appreciate beauty in a literary work of art. Literary concepts are introduced and 
followed by reading, analysis, and discussion of works drawn from various 
genres. 

 

LIT 2305 Introduction to World Literature in Arabic                             3 
SCH (Same as ARB 2305, equivalent to LIT 2301) 
Prerequisite: Sophomore 

Classification 

3 lecture hours 
This course, taught in Arabic, is designed to give students a generous sampling of 
the major works of World Literature. Using a multi-disciplinary approach, the 
course focuses on reading, analyzing, and discussing works drawn from the 
various historical periods and genres. Works from various geo-cultural re- gions, 
aboriginal and immigrant writers, and from male and female writers are included. 
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LIT 3310 Literature of the United States                                                    
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior 

Standing 
This course examines the development of American literature from Nathaniel 
Hawthorne to the present day. Special emphasis is placed on including African 
American and other minority authors in the course’s reading. Students study the 
development of American literature as a reflection of the realities and aspi- 
rations of the country. Students read several novels and critique them. 

 

LIT 3371 African Literature                                                                               
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The course explores different genres of contemporary African literature, such as 
short story, poetry, including the oral tradition, drama, fiction, and non-fic- tion. 
Topics such as religion, culture, the impact of colonialism, the liberation 
movements, and negritude are discussed. Some African writings in French can be 
read directly without any translation. 

 

LIT 5310 Modern European Literature                                                        
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course allows students to explore European literature written after 1800. 
Students are expected to analyze critically, discuss,  and write about literature and 
related issues. Specific periods, texts, and themes vary by semester. 

 

Management 
(MGT) 

 

MGT 3301 Principles of Management                                                         
3 SCH Prerequisite: ACC 2302 and ECO 2302; or ACC 2301 and EGR 2302 

(SSE); or ACC 2301 and ECO 2302 (SHSS) 

3 lecture hours 

This course introduces management concepts and applications relevant to all 

 

MGT 3399 Special Topics in Management                                                  3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior Standing and MGT 

3301 

3 lecture hours 

This course consists of specially scheduled readings on significant issues or 

topics relevant to the study of management. 

 

MGT 4301 Business Policy and Corporate Strategy                              3 
SCH Prerequisite: INT 4300; MGT 4301 must be taken during the last regular 

semester and cannot be taken in exchange. 
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This course focuses on the formulation and implementation of long and me- dium 

term business strategies for a firm. The interrelationships between pro- duction, 

marketing, finance, accounting, and human relations in reaching and 
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types and sizes of organizations in the global environment. These include: stra- 

tegic planning; goal setting, controlling, decision-making, organizing; human 

resource management, including staffing, performance appraisal, compensa- 

tion, leadership, motivation, communication, group processes, organizational 

quality and productivity, and ethics. 

 

MGT 3302 Entrepreneurship                                                                            
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: MGT 3301 and MKT 3301 and FIN 

3301 

3 lecture hours 

This course introduces students to the role of the entrepreneur in the econom- ic 

system and covers how to start, finance, and operate a successful business. It also 

focuses on developing a business plan, sources of capital, recruiting, fore- 

casting, and financial planning. 

 

MGT 4303 Operations Management                                                            
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: MGT 3301 and either GBU 4301 (SBA) or MTH 3301 

(SSE) 

3 lecture hours 

This course introduces the field of operations management and a state-of-the- art 

view of the primary activities of the operations function in manufacturing and 

service organizations. It provides basic principles of designing, analyzing, and 

controlling production systems and the allocation and use of resources to produce 

goods and services. 

 

MGT 3304 Introduction to Management Science                                  3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: GBU 

3301 

3 lecture hours 

This course gives an introduction to a number of quantitative, mathematical 

modeling, and optimization techniques, like linear programming, integer pro- 

gramming, mixed-integer programming, queuing models, and decision mak- ing 

under uncertainty. All these modeling techniques support the decision making 

process and allow for improving the business performance. The stu- dent is 

trained in identifying optimization problems, formulating and solving the 

optimization problem, and implementing the solutions. Special cases of linear 

programming problems such as transportation and assignment prob- lems are also 

studied. 

 

MGT 3305 Organizational Behavior                                                             
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: MGT 

3301 

3 lecture hours 
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This course introduces theories of management, organization theory, and be- 

havior, addresses individual motivation and behavior in organizations, inter- 

personal communication, group dynamics, organizational structure, and the role 

of managers in the organization. 
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affecting such strategies are considered. There is also a simulation of manage- 

ment problems in strategy formulation and implementation. 

 

MGT 4305 Advanced Organizational Behavior                                       3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior Standing and MGT 

3305 

3 lecture hours 

This course is designed to expand the scope and depth of behavior analysis in the 

organizational workplace. It is designed to teach students the skills neces- sary to 

manage employee behavior, conflict, and labor relations. The course is divided 

into an in-depth analysis of needs, motivation, conflict, interpersonal 

communications, group dynamics, organizational structure, and successful 

workforce management. 

 

MGT 4306 Seminar in International Management                                3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior Standing and MGT 

3301 

3 lecture hours 

This is a capstone course for students declaring international business as an area 

of concentration or as a minor, and it covers the environmental and func- tional 

areas in international business. 

 

MGT 4307 Management of Small Enterprises                                          3 
SCH Prerequisite: Junior Standing, FIN 3301 and MGT 3302; or FIN 3301, 

MGT 3302 and SSC 2401 (SHSS) 

3 lecture hours 

As a management consulting course, this course involves the application of 

principles of management to non-profit and profit-oriented enterprises. Stu- dents 

apply knowledge to identify problems, determine alternatives, and pres- ent 

value-added solutions in business organizations. 

 

MGT 4308 Management of Change                                                             
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior Standing and MGT 

3301 

3 lecture hours 

This course is designed to give the student a feel for an organization system in a 

competitive environment. It aims to provide the student with an experiential sense 

of changes that need to be planned within an organization and why. During the 

course, students realize that leading such changes is challenging, as the change 

agent meets with resistance. Designing change interventions for the improvement 

of organizational performance provides the opportunity for students to wear the 

hat of a management consultant in this course. 
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MGT 4309 Logistics and Supply Chain Management                           3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior Standing and MGT 

3304 

3 lecture hours 
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This course provides an introduction to logistics and supply chain concepts, 

structures, design, and control. Supply chain management is the integration of 

all activities associated with the flow and transformation of goods from raw 

materials to end users in order to achieve a sustainable advantage. Logistics is 

part of the supply chain process that plans, implements, and controls the efficient 

flow and storage of goods in order to meet customers’ requirements. 

 

MGT 4310 Tourism and Hospitality Management                                  3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior Standing and MGT 

3301 

3 lecture hours 

This course provides coverage of essential practical skills and an understand- ing 

of the processes of the tourism and hospitality industry. Topics include: 

tourism growth over history; tourism organizations and infrastructure; hospi- 

tality and related services; tourism and hospitality distribution process; travel 

behavior and motivations; and, economic, social, and environmental impacts. The 

course also reflects the changes in international and domestic tourism and 

hospitality environments caused by the increasing influence of the electronic 

business environment, the threat of terrorism, and the escalation of tourism 

demands globally. 

 

MGT 4311 Quality Management                                                                    
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior Standing, GBU 

3301 

3 lecture hours 

This course introduces the quality management principles and the role of total 

quality in all key economic sectors. It also gives an overview of the philosophi- 

cal perspectives supporting total quality. Finally, it provides basic technical tools 

and techniques relevant to quality assurance, control and improvement, including 

management models such as the Deming Cycle, Six Sigma programs, and the 

seven Quality Control tools. 

 

MGT 4312 Project Management                                                                    
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior Standing, GBU 

3301 

3 lecture hours 

This course deals with the planning, scheduling, execution, and evaluation of 

projects. Concurrent with the several planning techniques, students learn how to 

use Project Management Software for managing a project. 

 

MGT 4313 Production and Inventory Management                             3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior Standing and MGT 



Course Descriptions 

Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane | 2012-2013 Catalog | 374 

 

 

3304 

3 lecture hours 

This course introduces fundamental concepts related to production planning and 

inventory management. Different planning models, like aggregate plan- ning and 

materials requirement planning techniques are taught. The course 
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also introduces and discusses inventory control policies, demand forecasting 

techniques, pull/push systems, and some basic scheduling techniques. 
 

Management Information Systems (MIS) 
 

MIS 3301 Management Information Systems                                          3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: CSC 1400 and MGT 3301; or CSC 1400, MGT 3301, and SSC 

2401(SHSS) 

3 lecture hours 

This course introduces basic information systems concepts and computer- based 

technologies. Emphasis is on understanding the role of information in the 

business organization and how available computer-based technologies enable the 

manager to exploit and manage information and enhance the suc- cess of the 

firm. 

 

MIS 3302 Managing the Information Resource                                       3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: MIS 

3301 

3 lecture hours 

This course covers managerial and organizational issues involved in operating a 

firm. The role of automated information processing, automated support pro- 

cesses, and information systems is reviewed. Planning the development, direc- 

tion, and control of computer information systems is examined. 

 

MIS 3399 Special Topics in Management                                                    3 
SCH Information Systems 
Prerequisite: Junior Standing and MIS 

3301 

3 lecture hours 

This course consists of specially scheduled readings on significant issues or 

topics relevant to the study of management information systems. 

 

MIS 4311 e-Marketing                                                                                         
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior Standing, MIS 3301 and MKT 

3302 

3 lecture hours 

Developments in information and communication technology (ICT ), such as 

broadband, mobile communications and the Internet, have changed the world of 

business (the norms, forms, processes and boundaries). It is influencing, de- 

termining, and reflecting structural changes in the way business organizations 

conduct their marketing activities. Marketing provides an important interface 

between customers and organizations which is being radically influenced by 

electronic media. Increasingly, enhanced communication with customers has 
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vation, interaction and flexibility have become central to any marketing plan. 

Marketers have to adapt or reinvent their tools to design, promote, and deliver 

value packages. This course introduces the students to how the new ICT can 
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be used to develop and improve the activities of marketing (e-Marketing) in ways 
that cut costs, increase revenue, and reduce the time factor of marketing across 
the globe. This course attempts to study these issues with an objective to: (1 
stimulate thinking on marketing in context of information economies; (2 
understand and analyze the implications of the use of the electronic media for 
business to consumer and business to business marketing; (3 understand the 
convergence of marketing functions in the digital environment; (4 identify 
obstacles to the development and implementation of e-Marketing programs. 

 

MGT 5304 Quality Management                                                                    
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: GBU 4301 and MGT 

5305 
3 lecture hours 
This course introduces the quality management principles and the role of to- tal 
quality management in the supply chain. It provides concepts, tools, and 
techniques relevant to Quality Assurance, control and improvement, including 
models such as the Deming Cycle, six sigma programs and statistical process 
control tools. 

 

MGT 5305 Organizational Behavior and Leadership:                         3 
SCH 
Pre-requisite: MGT 3301 
This course examines the individual behavior at the workplace and applica- tions 
important to managerial and organizational effectiveness. It also empha- sizes the 
following subjects: design of organizational structure; processes for enhancing 
organization effectiveness; managing and building intra-organiza- tional 
relationships; authority, influence and leadership relationships; organi- zational 
culture; international considerations; inter-group power and conflict; and 
organizational change and development. 

 

 

MGT 5306 Strategic Management in Global Markets                           3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: Final year of coursework or special 

permission 
3 lecture hours 
This course provides an in-depth study of the strategic issues faced by man- agers 
in a global environment. Emphasis is on creation of competitive advan- tage in a 
global context. At a minimum, the following subjects are discussed: competitive 
positioning, techniques for analyzing how firms can develop and sustain 
competitive advantage, dynamic economic policies and conditions, emerging 
markets, deregulation, and challenges facing multinational corpora- tions. 

 

MGT 5307 Human Resource Management                                                3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: MGT 

5305 
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This course focuses on managing a firm’s primary resources: human, capital, 
and technical. The HRM portion focuses on attracting, developing, motivating, 
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and retaining the workforce; the CM portion focuses on best practices for man- 
aging capital; and the TM portion focuses on how to acquire and best utilize 
technology. At a minimum, the following subjects are discussed: recruitment and 
selection, diversity, labor relations, capital investments, technology needs 
analysis, technology assessment, and technology implementation. 

 

MGT 5308 Management of Operations and                                              3 
SCH Information Systems 
Prerequisites: GBU 4301 and MGT 

3301 

3 lecture hours 
This course focuses on improving performance of the firm through coordina- tion 
and integration of production, functional areas, and information. Potential 
managers develop skills and concepts needed to ensure the ongoing contribu- tion 
of a firm’s operations to its competitive position. At a minimum, the fol- lowing 
subjects are discussed: process analysis, cross-functional integration, product 
development, aggregate and operational planning, and technology and operations 
strategy. 

 

MGT 5309 Logistics and Supply Chain Management                           3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: GBU 5306 and MGT 

5305 

3 lecture hours 
This course examines logistics systems that provide the physical supply of raw 
materials and parts to a firm and the distribution of products to its custom- 
ers. At a minimum, the following subjects are discussed: facility location and 
distribution, tactical and strategic uses of freight consolidation, warehousing 
operations, and inventory management. 

 

 

 

MGT 5310 Risk and Crisis Management                                                     
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: GBU 

5306 

3 lecture hours 
This course examines techniques and policies used by organizations and indi- 
viduals for managing risk. The emphasis of the course is on pure risks (corre- 
sponding to situations where there are only the possibilities of loss or no loss) as 
contrasted with speculative risks (in which both gain and loss are possible as 
financial risk). Besides addressing how to identify, evaluate, and manage pure 
risks, the course also focuses attention upon the analysis of insurance markets 
and the incentives they convey for managing risk. 

 

MGT 5311 Diversification and Merger Strategies                                   3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: MGT 
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3 lecture hours 
This course explores the determinants of successful diversification strategy and a 
special case, acquisitions, to sustain growth and profitability. The course de- 
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velops current frameworks of diversification based around the notion of syn- 

ergy and/or capabilities transfer at the business strategy level. Using the fun- 

damentals of competitive strategy, the course addresses the type of entered 

markets (related or unrelated) and the mode of entry (direct, joint venture, 

acquisitions, etc.). The course also develops advanced frameworks of diversifi- 

cation built around the concept of strategic intent, core competencies, leverag- ing 

of resources, and dominant logic. Finally, the course develops the concepts that 

are useful in acquisitions. These concepts address individual acquisitions as well 

as acquisition programs. 

 

MGT 5312 Power, Politics, and Leadership for  3 SCH 
Global Managers 
Prerequisite: MGT 

5305 

3 lecture hours 

This course provides an in-depth study of the impact of power, politics, and 

leadership on a multinational corporation. Focus is on political processes af- 

fecting decision-making. At a minimum, the following subjects are discussed: 

power bases, networks, coalitions, power sharing and stakeholder analysis, 

multicultural environments, strategic alliances, negotiations, and cultural con- 

sequences. 
 

MGT 5313 Management of Change                                                             
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: MGT 

5305 

3 lecture hours 

This course is designed to give the student the feel of an organization system 

in a competitive environment. It aims to provide the student an experiential 

feel for changes that need to be planned within an organization and why. Dur- 

ing the course, students realize that initiating such changes is challenging as 

the change agent meets with resistance. Designing change interventions for 

the improvement of organizational performance provides the opportunity for 

students to wear the hat of a management consultant. 
 

MGT 5314 International Business Strategy                                               3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: MGT 

5305 

3 lecture hours 

This course presents a framework for understanding international business and 

emphasizes economic analysis of international business strategies. The course 

considers alternative modes of market entry, including import and export 

through intermediaries, contracting with suppliers and distributors, foreign 

direct investment (FDI), and investment in operations in emerging economies. 

Topics also include strategic alliances, strategic implications of comparative ad- 

vantage, and organization of an international business. Case studies are used 
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MGT 5315 Project Management                                                                    
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: MGT 

5308 

3 lecture hours 
This course provides an overview of the discipline of project management. It is 
done from both a technical perspective (students use of CPM, PERT, work break- 
down structure, advanced use of Microsoft Project) and from the perspective of 
the practice with project management (project planning, estimating costs and 
activities’ length, human resource planning and on site management, the 
practical role of an effective project manager, project management vs. quan- tity 
surveying, project knowledge management, etc.). This class also explores the 
different types of project organizations (IT, for innovation, for change, con- 
struction, etc.) and associated concepts such as program management, project 
finance, etc. 

 

MGT 5316 Logistics of Transportation  and Distribution                     3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: MGT 

5309 

3 lecture hours 
This course is designed to be an introduction to the challenges faced by the 
manager of a physical distribution and supply system. The manager aims to 
coordinate the channels of distribution, the transportation and storage of 
products, and the communications and data processing system, in such a way that 
costs are cut to a minimum while the service requirements are satisfied. The 
application of quantitative methods to the solution of these problems is 
emphasized. 

 

MGT 5317 Inventory Management and                                                     
3 SCH Production Planning 
Prerequisite: MGT 

5309 

3 lecture hours 
This course equips the students with the fundamental tools and techniques needed 
to control and manage inventory, as well as to plan production op- erations. The 
list of topics introduced include: the role of inventory, types of inventory, 
traditional replenishment systems for single-item inventories, multi- echelon 
inventories, aggregate production planning, material requirement planning, and 
Just-in-Time production planning. 

 

MGT 5318 Information Technology for the Supply Chain                  3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: MGT 

5309 

3 lecture hours 
This course introduces the students to modern Information Technology prac- 
tices in support of logistics and supply chain management. It unveils the prin- 
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support and gives exposure to the most modern implementations of Enter- prise 
Resource Planning software. 
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MGT 5319 Strategic Supply Chain Management                                    3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: MGT 

5309 

3 lecture hours 
This course explores the knowledge, techniques, and strategies necessary to 
create value and achieve competitive advantage from supply chains. The stu- 
dents learn how to build SCM around the Supply Chain Operations Reference 
(SCOR) model for increasing both the internal and external productivity of an 
organization’s supply chain and aligning the supply chain with the overall busi- 
ness goals of the organization. 

 

MGT 5321 e-Business Management and the Net Economy               3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: MGT 

3301 

3 lecture hours 
This course deals with concepts and methods related to the new economy and to 
electronic businesses. It introduces the data-networks and their uses in the daily 
transactions of businesses. The characteristics of Economies and e-Busi- nesses 
are also considered before tackling the implied economic, managerial and 
financial issues. Applications and case studies are also used to emphasize the 
practical side of this course. 

 

MGT 5399 Special Topics in Management                                                  3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: MGT 5305 or special 

permission 

3 lecture hours 
Specially scheduled courses on significant issues or topics relevant to the study of 

management. 
 

Marketing 
(MKT) 

 

MKT 3301 Principles of Marketing                                                                
3 SCH Prerequisite: ACC 2302 and ECO 2302; or ACC 2301 and EGR 2302 

(SSE); or ACC 2301 and ECO 2302 (SHSS) 

3 lecture hours 

This is a survey of the marketing process from a manager’s perspective. It in- 

cludes an analysis of marketing activities designed to provide products and 

services to customers. Topics include the marketing environment, consumer 

buying habits and motives, regulations, and advertising strategy. 

 

MKT 3302 Advertising and Promotion Management                           3 
SCH 
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Prerequisite: MKT 

3301 

3 lecture hours 

This course is an overview of the broad fields of advertising and promotion 

management. Topics include managing promotional operations, advertising, 

public relations, personal selling, and sales promotion. Emphasis is on how 
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promotional campaigns are planned, created, and budgeted, and how these 

campaigns can inform buyers, change attitudes, and increase sales. 

 

MKT 3303 Consumer Behavior                                                                       
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: MKT 

3301 

3 lecture hours 
This course teaches the process of consumer decision-making and the contri- 

bution of psychology, sociology and anthropology toward understanding the 

consumer decision-making process. Topics include a conceptual understand- ing 

of consumer behavior and application of these behavior concepts to mar- keting 

decision-making. 

 

MKT 3399 Special Topics in Marketing                                                        
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior Standing and MKT 

3301 

3 lecture hours 

This course consists of specially scheduled readings on significant issues or 

topics relevant to the study of marketing. 

 

MKT 4304 Marketing Research                                                                       
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior Standing, MKT 3301 and one of the following: GBU 4301, 

SSC 

2401, or MTH 

3301 

3 lecture hours 

This course teaches the process of consumer decision-making and the contri- 

bution of psychology, sociology, and anthropology toward understanding the 

consumer decision-making process. Topics include a conceptual understand- ing 

of consumer behavior and the application of these behavior concepts to 

marketing decision-making. 

 

MKT 4305 Marketing Management                                                              
3 SCH Prerequisite: Junior Standing, MGT 3301, and one of the following: 

MKT 3302 or MKT 3303 

3 lecture hours 

This course covers the planning and execution of marketing activities from the 

managerial viewpoint. Emphasis is on determining the basic product or service 

market analysis, price policies, product promotion, sales force management, sales 

analysis, and physical distribution with logistics systems. 

 

MKT 4306 International Marketing                                                              
3 SCH Prerequisite: Junior Standing, MGT 3301, and one of the following: 
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MKT 3302 or MKT 3303 

3 lecture hours 

This course is a survey of international marketing. It covers the following topics: 

world markets, political restraints in trade, marketing practices, international 

logistics and advertising. 
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MKT 4307 Product Management and Marketing                                   3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior Standing, MGT 3301 and MKT 

3301 

3 lecture hours 

This course exposes students to important topics in the marketing manage- ment 

discipline. The list of topics covered includes: (1 product concept and 

requirements; (2 product innovation cycles and interactions with the orga- 

nization; (3 product launch management and influence of brand image; and (4 

product testing and market research techniques available for that purpose. 
 

 

MKT 5305 Advanced Marketing Management                                        3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: MKT 

3301 

3 lecture hours 
This course examines the creation and distribution of products and services for 
consumers. It focuses on the key issues in analyzing market opportunities, de- 
veloping and implementing marketing strategies and programs, and control- ling 
the marketing effort. At a minimum, the following subjects are discussed: 
marketing product/market selection, product line management, sales force 
operations, communications management, pricing and profit planning, and 
management of distribution channels. 

 

MKT 5306 International Marketing                                                              
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: MKT 5305 or special 

permission 

3 lecture hours 
This course provides an in-depth study of the global variations in market and 
trade patterns. This is a project course, in which students are required to de- 
velop a marketing plan for a product or service to be marketed in at least two 
distinctively different countries. At a minimum, the following subjects are dis- 
cussed: international product development and adaptation, sales force man- 
agement, and pricing, promotion, and distribution issues across cultures and 
national boundaries. 

 

MKT 5307 Marketing Research                                                                       
3 SCH 
Prerequisites: MKT 5305 and GBU 

4301 

3 lecture hours 
This course focuses on marketing research concepts and techniques, and de- 
veloping the ability to critically evaluate and utilize research information in the 
decision making process. At a minimum, the following subjects are discussed: 
research design, questionnaire design, survey sampling, analysis, use and eval- 
uation of quantitative and theoretical models of marketing management, the role 
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MKT 5308 Services Marketing                                                                         
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: MKT 5305 or special 

permission 

3 lecture hours 
This course focuses on the distinctively different aspects concerned with mar- 
keting in services industries. It examines problems facing professional, not-for- 
profit, and social and financial services marketers. At a minimum, the follow- 
ing subjects are discussed: intangibility of the service, best practices among 
leading service providers, service function in manufacturing firms, interfacing 
with other functional areas of the business, and selection, development and 
management of service dominated products. 

 

MKT 5309 Strategic Market Planning                                                          
3 SCH 
Prerequisites: MKT 5305 and MKT 

5307 

3 lecture hours 
This course focuses on the application and further development of concepts 
learned in marketing management and research. It provides an integrated 
approach to the use of marketing tools and concepts in the formulation and 
execution of a marketing plan. At a minimum, the following subjects are dis- 
cussed: market share, industry growth, overall impact of marketing strategy, 
competitive appraisals, evaluating the firm’s ability to compete, and identifying 
marketing factors that contribute to the success of a strategy. 

 

MKT 5310 Advertising and Promotion Management                           3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: MKT 

5305 

3 lecture hours 
This course provides an in-depth study of advertising and sales promotion 
theories and strategies. Special emphasis is placed on consumer behavior. At a 
minimum, the following subjects are discussed: advertising and promotion 
analysis and targeting, budgeting, media selection, consumer and trade pro- 
motions, publicity, theories and applications in consumer behavior, and evalu- 
ating advertising effectiveness. 

 

MKT 5315 Product Management and Marketing                                   3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: MKT 5305 or special 

permission 

3 lecture hours 
This is an advanced course in the marketing management discipline. Students are 
exposed to the following topics: (1 Product concept and requirements and general 
principles; (2 Product innovation cycle and interactions within an orga- nization; 
(3 Product launch management and influence of brand image; and (4 
Product testing and available market research techniques. 
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MKT 5316 Advanced Consumer Behavior                                                 
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: MKT 5305 or special 

permission 

3 lecture hours 
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The study of consumer behavior enables marketers to understand and predict 
consumer behavior in the marketplace.  This advanced course gives students the 
opportunity to critically analyze fundamental principles of consumer be- havior 
and explore some of the complexities inherent in the application of these 
principles within realistic business contexts. 

MKT 5399 Special Topics in Marketing                                                        
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: MKT 5305 or special 

permission 

3 lecture hours 
Specially scheduled courses on significant issues or topics relevant to the study of 
marketing. 

 

 

Mathematics 
(MTH) 

 

MTH 1300 Discrete Mathematics                                                                   
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The course covers mathematics of finance, matrices and linear programming, 
plus probability and statistics with discrete variables. 

 

MTH 1301 Calculus I                                                                                            
3 SCH Prerequisites: Working knowledge of algebra, trigonometry and 

analytical geom- etry 

3 lecture hours 
Differential and integral calculus of a single variable; introduction to calculus- 
based probability and statistics; partial derivatives, multiple integrals and ap- 
plications. 

 

MTH 1303 Differential and Integral Calculus                                           
3 SCH Prerequisites: Working knowledge of algebra, trigonometry and 

analytical geom- etry 

3 lecture hours 
Introductory course in calculus for science and engineering majors covering 
limits, continuity of functions, derivatives, Mean Value Theorem, Intermediate 
Value Theorem, application of derivatives, integration, and applications of the 
definite integral. 

 

MTH 1304 Discrete Mathematics for Engineers                                      3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The course presents a unified approach to relations, simple treatment of func- 
tions as a special case of relations, and groups and subgroups. Introduction to 
recursive and non-recursive relations, counting, trees and graphs (directed and 
undirected) and related algorithms, lattices. logic and Boolean algebra, and al- 
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MTH 1388 Introductory Mathematical Thinking                                    3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course is an introduction to topics in mathematics useful for humanities and 
social science students. Topics covered include: problem solving, logic, al- 
gebraic equations and inequalities, graphing and functions, systems of linear 
equations, linear programming, financial mathematics, counting methods and 
probability, and voting methods. Emphasis is placed on showing how math- 
ematics can be used to solve real-world problems. Students will be introduced to 
the use of quantitative thinking in the study of social phenomena. 

 

MTH 2301 Multivariable Calculus                                                                 
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: MTH 

1303 
3 lecture hours 
Multivariable calculus covering vectors and surfaces, partial differentiation, 
multiple integration, vector calculus including Green’s Theorem, Stokes’ Theo- 
rem, and an introduction to differential equations. 

 

MTH 2303 Linear Algebra and Matrix Theory                                         
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: MTH 

2301 

3 lecture hours 
An introduction to linear algebra and matrix theory, covering vector spaces, 
linear transformations and matrices, matrix algebra and systems of linear equa- 
tions, determinants, diagonalization and defective matrices, eigenvalues and 
eigenvectors, inner product spaces, quadratic forms and canonical forms. 

 

MTH 2304 Differential Equations                                                                  
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: MTH 

2303 

3 lecture hours 
The course covers differential equations, including basic concepts, first-order 
differential equations and applications, linear differential equations of higher 
order, series solutions, solutions using Laplace transforms, and solutions using 
numerical methods and applications. 

MTH 3301 Probability and Statistics for Engineers                               3 
SCH 
Prerequisites: MTH 2301 and Junior 

Classification 

3 lecture hours 
This course is a calculus-based introduction to probability and statistics with 
emphasis on the techniques and applications that are most useful to engineer- ing. 
Topics cover usual discrete probability distributions, continuous probabil- ity 
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statistics and sampling distributions with a strong emphasis on engineering 
applications. 
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MTH 3302 Complex Variables and Transforms                                         3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: MTH 

2304 

3 lecture hours 

The course covers functions of a complex variable, Cauchy-Riemann  equa- 

tions, Taylor and Laurent expansions, and residue calculus. 
 

 

Philosophy 
(PHI) 

 

PHI 2301 Philosophical Thought                                                                   
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: SSK 1213 & ENG 

1301 

3 lecture hours 
This  course  is  an  introduction  to  Philosophy.  It  examines  the  principal 
themes of philosophical inquiry (e.g., metaphysics, theory of knowledge, eth- ics, 
politics, aesthetics, etc.) from both a historical and multicultural perspec- tive. 
Insofar as philosophy is central to human life, its history, in different places, 
records the efforts of many to understand the world and our place in it. The 
study of philosophy therefore contributes to an understanding of some of the 
ideas that have shaped and that continue to shape human life even as it teach- es 
one how to think critically about them. 

 

PHI 2302 History of Ideas                                                                                  
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: SSK 1213 and ENG 

1301 

3 lecture hours 
This course examines influential ideas in distinct areas of thought and from 
diverse intellectual traditions. It analyzes such ideas within a historical context, 
tracing their origin and development in different places and times. It consid- ers 
the contributions of specific individuals (e.g., Plato, Siddartha Gotama, Ibn 
Rushd, Descartes, Kant, Darwin, Nietzsche, Freud, etc.), the impact of various in- 
tellectual movements (e.g., the Enlightenment, Romanticism, Post-modernism, 
etc.), and how both of these have manifested themselves in different domains of 
thought (e.g., philosophy, religion, ethics, politics, science, the arts, etc.). The 
course provides students with a greater understanding of the ideas that have 
shaped and that continue to shape our reality. 

 

PHI 5361 Philosophy of Religion 
The aim of the course is to examine philosophical analyses of the relation be- 
tween the sacred and the secular. However the sacred is understood, its’ reality 
and nature, its relationship to the natural world and human life, its implica- tions 
for our moral and political existence, have been the subject of profound and 
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then seeks to critically examine philosophy’s contributions to these is- sues, with 
the intention of providing students with a basis to develop their own judgments 
about these matters. 
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PHI 5387 Islamic Philosophy and the West                                                3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The course examines the development of philosophy within Islam and the re- 
lationship between Islamic philosophy and other intellectual traditions outside the 
world of Islam, notably with the traditions of Western thought. This rela- 
tionship, whether characterized by dialogue or conflict, has been a constant one, 
such that it is impossible to properly understand either Islamic philosophy or 
Western philosophy independent of one another. The course thus follows Islamic 
philosophy through its many individual representatives and schools over time, 
and through its influence on, its borrowing from, and its criticisms of Western 
thought. 

 

PHI 5389 Modern European Thought                                                          
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The concepts of “modern” and “modernity” are of European origin and what they 
refer to has been largely shaped by European or European-inspired thought. 
Modern European Thought thus both defines the “modern” in its many mani- 
festations and is simultaneously paradigmatic of modern thought. This course, 
covering a period that begins with the Renaissance and reaches into the pres- ent, 
examines modern European thought in its efforts to understand a novel reality 
(e.g., politics, society, culture, religion, knowledge) and define new ways of 
thinking about this new reality (e.g., philosophy, natural science, human, and 
social sciences). The purpose of the course, therefore, is to understand Europe’s 
unique contribution to the making of our contemporary world. 

 

PHI 5391 American Philosophy and Thought                                           3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The contribution of American thinkers to political and philosophical thought is 
the focus of this course. Using original sources and materials such as The 
Federalist Papers and Common Sense, this seminar builds a foundation that en- 
ables students to study more current contributions to philosophy in America, 
including the works of William James, C.S. Pierce, V.O. Key, John Dewey, 
Nathan Glazer, and John Rawls. The appearance of post-modern thought with 
Herbert Marcuse and the traditionalist response also are discussed within this 

course. Physics (PHY) 
 

PHY 1400 Conceptual Physics                                                                         
4 SCH 
3 lecture hours 2 lab 

hours 
The course deals with basic concepts and principles of classical and modern 
physics for non-science majors, which lead to a better understanding of the 
physical universe and the manner in which physics has influenced civilization. 
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PHY 1401 Physics I                                                                                                
4 SCH 
Prerequisite: MTH 

1303 

3 lecture hours 2 lab 

hours 
It provides engineering students with the necessary background in mechanics 
and vibrations required for the follow-up course in statics and dynamics, and in 
the thermodynamics needed for follow-up courses in engineering thermody- 
namics. The theoretical and experimental concepts covered are: physical quan- 
tities, linear motion, rotational motion, Newton’s law of motion, work, energy, 
impulse, momentum, systems in equilibrium, periodic motion, elasticity, fluid 
mechanics, temperature and expansion, quality of heat, mechanisms of heat 
transfer, and thermal properties of matter. 

 

PHY 1402 Physics II                                                                                               
4 SCH 
Prerequisite: PHY 

1401 

3 lecture hours 2 lab 

hours 
It provides students with fundamental knowledge of electricity and magne- 
tism required in follow up-courses in electric circuits, electromagnetism, com- 
munications and sensor systems, and in the study of sound waves required in 
conversion to electrical signals; and optics required in follow-up courses in 
electromagnetism,  communications and sensor systems. Theoretical and ex- 
perimental topics include electric fields and forces, electromagnetic induction, 
AC circuits, wave productions and propagation, wave effects, sound, light, opti- 
cal systems, interference, and diffraction. 

 

 

Political Science 
(PSC) 

 

PSC 2301 Comparative Political Systems                                                   3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: SSK 1213 & ENG 

1301 

3 lecture hours 
The course aims to provide a solid introduction to the major concepts, theories, 
and debates relevant to contemporary politics. It includes an analysis of the 
origins and development of the state, with particular emphasis on the demo- 
cratic state. It provides an overview of the main systems of government, of dif- 
ferent models of organization of local administrations and bureaucracies, and of 
the roles of political parties, media, pressure groups and social movements. The 
course also introduces the students to the comparative methodological approach 
in the study of politics. 
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PSC 2302 Political Theory                                                                                  
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: PSC 

2301 

3 lecture hours 
The course serves as an introduction to the subject of political theory and phi- 
losophy. The course provides a survey of all the major political theorists, philos- 
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ophers, and ideas from the classical period through to the twentieth century. The 
ideas and writings of Plato, Augustine, Hobbes, Locke, and Machiavelli, amongst 
others, are considered and debated. 

 

PSC 2310 The American Political System                                                   
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: PSC 

2301 

3 lecture hours 
This course serves as an introduction to the structure of government in the United 
States. The constitution and the various institutions of American gov- ernment 
are studied from a historical and political perspective. Other crucial components 
of the American system such as political parties, federalism, inter- est groups, 
voting, social divisions, and the economic system are discussed and analyzed in 
light of the historical process of change and structural evolution. The course also 
introduces students to the main principles of public policy, the American public 
policy-making process, and its relation to key issues such as poverty, equality, 
immigration, foreign policy, the environment, and criminal justice. 

 

PSC 3301 International Politics                                                                      
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior 

Standing 

3 lecture hours 
This course deals with the relationships between states and blocks of states, 
especially during the 20th century. The changing role of the United Nations 
after the end of the Cold War, the relationships between the global ‘North’ and 
‘South,’ and the revival of nationalisms and other types of identity receive spe- 
cial attention. 

 

PSC 3304 State and Society in Europe                                                        
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: PSC 

2301 

3 lecture hours 
The course examines and compares key features of the social, economic, and 
political systems of contemporary Europe, trying to identify and describe a 
continental model of society. The course focuses, in particular, on the evolu- 
tion and patterns of European capitalism and its impact on working life; the 
changing role of families, religion, and ethnocultural identities; the features of 
European states and systems of governance. 

 

PSC 3305 Introduction to Political Economy                                            3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: INS 

3301 

3 lecture hours 
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The course introduces students to the basic ideas and debates of political 
economy; defined as both the politics of economics and the application of eco- 
nomic principles to politics. The course presents the main schools of thinking in 
political economy as well as current debates. Classical and neo-classical, Marx- 
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ist and neo-Marxist, liberal and neo-liberal schools of thought are discussed. 
The role of the state in the economy and democratization is also examined. 

 

PSC 3310 North African Government and Politics                                 3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: PSC 

2301 

3 lecture hours 
This course examines the government, politics, and international relations of the 
states of the central Maghreb: Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco. It covers is- sues 
such as the impact of history, post-independence state-building, the role of 
political parties, progress towards economic and political liberalization, and 
relations between the states and with the wider world. Students gain an under- 
standing of developments and issues within individual countries and be able to 
compare issues thematically across the three states. 

 

PSC 3311 Politics in the Developing World                                               3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: PSC 

2301 

3 lecture hours 

The course examines political development and the forms of government 

and political interaction in the states of the developing world. The themes ad- 

dressed include the legacy and impact of colonialism, the roles played by po- 

litical parties and the military, the issue of development and the pressures for 

political change and liberalization. 
 

PSC 3312 Middle Eastern Politics                                                                  
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: PSC 

2301 

3 lecture hours 

The course provides an introduction to the politics of the Middle East. Students 

develop the ability to reflect comparatively on a number of political systems of 

the region (the ‘populist-authoritarian republics’, the ‘family-ruled monarchies’, 

Lebanon, Israel, Turkey, and Iran); they identify patterns and common trends 

in contemporary Middle Eastern politics and explore a number of thematic is- 

sues, including the question of the nature of the state, the role of nationalism 

and ethnicity, democratization, and political Islam. 
 

PSC 3320 The European Union: An Introduction                                    3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: PSC 

2301 

3 lecture hours 

The course aims to provide students with an understanding of the European 

Union. It is divided into sections: the historical origins and developments of 
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the process related to European integration; the main conceptual approaches 

to European integration; the institutional structure of the European Union; its 

key policies and processes. Students are also introduced to some of the issues 

and debates that are reflected in the contemporary academic literature on the 

European Union. 
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PSC 3372 Comparative European Politics                                                 
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: PSC 

2301 

3 lecture hours 

The course aims to provide an understanding of the institutional structure and 

functioning of the main European political systems. Students reflect compara- 

tively on the diversity of the political systems of Europe, identifying patterns 

and common trends. They identify and analyze a number of issues that char- 

acterize contemporary European political debates and agendas and learn to 

recognize the connections between contemporary European politics and the 
wider historical, social, and cultural contexts in which they are set. 

PSC 3399 Special Topics in Political Science                                             3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
Specially scheduled courses on significant issues or topics relevant to the study of 
Political Science. 

 

PSC 4301 European Union Foreign Policy                                                 
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: PSC 

3320 

3 lecture hours 
As an analysis of the history, mechanisms, and issues in European foreign pol- 
icy, the course studies the evolution of external relations issues during the pe- 
riods of the EEC, the European Community, and the European Union itself. The 
growth in importance of political and security issues vis-à-vis economic and 
trade issues are examined as well as the key issues of membership expansion, the 
Barcelona Accords, and relations with the USA. 

 

PSC 4310 The Politics of Empire                                                                     
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The course looks at the history and politics of empires and their legacy in the 
contemporary world. It analyses specific imperial formations, from classical 
Rome through to the contemporary era. It explores comparative and theoreti- cal 
debates concerning the notion of imperialism and power, the ideology, de- sign, 
function, and administration of empires, the nature and formation of their power 
projection, the way they manage multiple ethnicities, minorities, iden- tities, and 
nationalisms within their borders, as well as the dynamics of their success and 
decline. Themes covered include the emergence of the Roman and Byzantine 
Empires, the European Empires from the 15th to the 19th Centuries, the Soviet 
and American Empires of the bipolar world as well as the rise of new 
contemporary empires such as that of the EU, China and Russia. 

 

PSC 5350 Middle Eastern Politics                                                                  
3 SCH 
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3 lecture hours 
The course provides an introduction to the politics of the Middle East. Students 
develop the ability to reflect comparatively on a number of political systems of 
the region (the ‘populist-authoritarian republics’, the ‘family-ruled monarchies’, 
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Lebanon, Israel, Turkey, and Iran); they identify patterns and common trends in 
contemporary Middle Eastern politics and explore a number of thematic is- sues, 
including the question of the nature of the state, the role of nationalism and 
ethnicity, democratization, and political Islam. 

 

PSC 5362 Islam and Democracy                                                                     
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The purpose of this course is to explore the relationships between the differ- ent 
forms of Islam -Sunni and Shi’i- and democracy, with a special emphasis in 
North Africa. As it examines the concepts of state and of democratic” institu- 
tions within Islam -such as shura-, it analyzes the reform movements of the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries looking at jihadist movements in Tunisia, 
Egypt, and the Ottoman Tanzimat movement. The rise of fundamentalist or- 
ganizations such as the Muslim Brotherhood and their response to modernist, 
western inspired political change is also debated. The post World War II era is 
studied in light of the growing conflict between secular-oriented state ideolo- 
gies and Islamists. The recent political experiences of North African states in 
dealing with what is called political Islam and the different dilemmas it entails 
-about women, social justice, and secularism, for instance, are also examined. 

 

PSC 5361 Religion and Politics 
Religion and politics have been intertwined since the beginning of recorded 
history. From the earliest of times, politics has used religion to justify its au- 
thority while religion has sought political power to enhance its influence and 
prestige. This course examines the relationship between religion and politics in 
several countries as well as the influence of religion in international politics. Is 
there a difference between patterns of religion and politics in the Muslim world in 
comparison to Europe and the United States? Is it appropriate for majority 
religions to use their power to influence the state generally and against reli- 
gious minorities in particular? Should international human rights standards be 
used to reduce the influence of religion? Is “separation of religion and the state” a 
viable approach? Although the emphasis of the course is on religion and poli- tics 
in the contemporary world, some historical examples are examined to help better 
explain the modern world. 

 

PSC 5370 North African Government and Politics                                 3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course examines the government, politics, and international relations of the 
states of the Maghreb. It covers such issues as the impact of history, post- 
independence state-building, the role of political parties, progress towards 
economic and political liberalization, and relations between the states and with 
the wider world. Students gain an understanding of developments and issues 
within individual countries and be able to compare issues thematically across the 
three states. 
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PSC 5372 Comparative European Politics                                                 
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course offers a comparative study of party systems, institutions, and policy 
processes in Europe. The course focuses on specific patterns of political devel- 
opment in Europe, the elements of a common political culture, and common 
policy responses to key aspects of the European political agenda. The course 
also covers the policy processes of European integration such as the linkages 
between the national and European Union tiers of government and the impli- 
cations for liberal democracy of the growth of multi-tiered governance. 

 

 

Psychology (PSY) 
 

 

PSY 1301 Introduction to Psychology                                                         
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: SSK 

1212 

3 lecture hours 
This course is an introductory survey of the major content areas and theoretical 
models of psychology emphasizing the scientific approach to critically under- 
stand human behavior. Throughout the course, behavior is examined as the 
product of interaction between our biology, our culture, and our unique in- 
dividual abilities. Students gain understanding of human development, con- 
sciousness, learning, memory, intelligence, emotions, and personality, among 
other main foci of psychology. 

 

PSY 3302 Social/Organizational Psychology                                            3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: PSY 1301 and HRD 

2300 

3 lecture hours 
This course looks at the influences that people have on the attitudes, beliefs, and 
behavior of others. It applies the theories of Social Psychology to the moti- 
vations and behavior of people within work organizations. 

 

PSY 4301 Motivation and Stress in the Workplace                                3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: PSY 

1301 

3 lecture hours 
In this course, students are introduced to theories of motivation and conflicts. It 
covers material incentives, achievement motivation, and success in the work- 
place and practical instruction on how to motivate employees. The course in- 
cludes a specialized module on stress management: the nature of stress; what 
causes stress 
and how stress affects performance in the workplace; what are the moderators of 
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Sustainable Energy Management (SEM) 
 

SEM 5311 Introduction to Physics for Energy                                          3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
Students will be introduced to fundamental physics principles related to re- 
newable energies and their production. Some of the topics covered are: fluid 
dynamics, heat/energy transfer, wave propagation, semiconductors, energy 
transformation, and energy conversion and regulation. 

 

SEM 5313 Energy and Environment                                                             
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The main objective of this course is to provide an overall view of energy and en- 
vironmental issues on local and global scales. Students will learn: how to evalu- 
ate the renewable energy sources and their impact on the environment, the 
fundamentals of combustion principles, pollution formation and control from 
major combustion pollutants, the environmental impacts of water pollution, 
current policies related to pollution, a comprehensive knowledge of environ- 
mental issues, and risk assessment methods. Typical case studies will include 
human and environmental issues. 

 

SEM 5315 Energy Management                                                                     
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
Topics related to incentives and requirements for improving energy efficiency in 
the residential, commercial, transportation, and industrial sectors will be covered 
in addition to methods for energy audit of the industrial and civil in- stallations. 
The potential of using renewable energy technologies as a comple- ment to and as 
a replacement for conventional technologies, and the possibil- ity of combining 
renewable and non-renewable energy technologies in hybrid systems are 
analyzed. An understanding of economic and social factors which influence 
energy technologies are introduced; in addition, the students will study electric 
grid operation and the evolution to the Smart Grid, including electric system 
design and operation, technical and tariff changes ahead, and integration between 
utilities and regional transmission organizations. 

 

SEM 5317 Energy Economics                                                                           
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The aims of the course are to provide an understanding of the role of energy in 
the economy and key aspects of energy supply and demand. Topics include the 
interrelationships between energy use, economic growth, and the environ- ment; 
scare oil resources and energy supply and demand; natural gas resourc- es; solar 
and unconventional energy sources; the regulation of gas and electric utilities; 
and governmental energy policies. 
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SEM 5321 Conventional Energy Technologies                                         3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course will provide an in-depth knowledge of conventional energy do- 
mains. Some of the covered topics include: primary energy (oil, gas, coal, and 
nuclear) technologies; an overview of power system structure and operation; the 
representation of components, including transmission lines, transformers, 
generating plants, and loads; power flow analysis, steady state and transient 
stability, system protection; as well as aspects of energy storage and utilization 
will be covered. 

 

SEM 5323 Energy Distribution Systems                                                     
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course covers the following topics: characteristics of modern power sys- 
tems (organisation, needs, and functions), electrotechnical behaviour of the 
generators in the system (generation diagram, power and frequency control, and 
reactive and voltage control), transmission aspects (handling of power flows and 
voltage profiles, network calculations, security analyses and optimi- sation), 
design of the network (structure of the grid and configurations for the 
substations), reliability concepts, and calculation methods. 

 

SEM 5325 Renewable Energy Technologies                                              3 
SCH 
Pre-requisite: SEM 5311 (Introduction to Physics for 

Energy) 

3 lecture hours 
This course aims to provide an introduction to engineering principles and de- 
signs underpinning key renewable energy technologies. The course discusses the 
scientific principles behind solar (thermal and photovoltaic), wind, geother- mal, 
as well as, energy from biomass. The students will be able to: describe the 
fundamentals and main characteristics of renewable energy sources and their 
differences compared to fossil fuels, describe the main components of differ- ent 
renewable energy systems, compare different renewable energy technolo- gies 
and choose the most appropriate based on local conditions, and design 
renewable/hybrid energy systems that meet specific energy demands. The use of 
fuel-cell and heat pump systems is dealt with. Issues relevant to energy ef- 
ficiency and energy storage are discussed. 

 

SEM 5327 Managerial Issues in Energy Companies                              3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course deals with the methods and practices necessary to manage an en- 
ergy project. Economics for managers and essentials in corporate finance will be 
covered. Students will be introduced to risk management, human capital, 
corporate strategies, management techniques, project evaluation, and financ- ing. 
It includes an overview of energy projects and environmental manage- ment. 
Students will also be introduced to energy markets and trading. 
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SEM 5333 Final Project                                                                                       
3 SCH 
Pre-requisite: Approval of Graduate 

Advisor 

3 lecture hours 
Students pursuing the professional program in Sustainable Energy Manage- ment 
must register for the master project and complete it within one full se- mester. 

 

SEM 5633 Master Thesis                                                                                     
6 SCH 
Pre-requisite: Approval of Graduate 

Advisor 

6 lecture hours 
The thesis for MSSEM is expected to span a minimum of calendar four months 
of full time-work. It is designed to be completed in one full semester. The mas- 
ter project could be in the form of an applied industrial or research project that 
combines the application of materials of various energy related issues studied 
during the preceding semesters. 

 

 

Sociology (SOC) 
 

SOC 1301 Principles of Sociology                                                                  
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: SSK 

1212 

3 lecture hours 
This course provides an introduction to sociology by covering a range of ob- jects 
of sociological investigation, including socialization, deviance, social 
stratification, family, gender, race, and ethnicity. It also introduces students to the 
scope, approach, research methods, and ethical concerns of sociological inquiry. 

 

SOC 2301 Demography                                                                                      
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: GEO 1301, SOC 1301, or SSC 

1310 

3 lecture hours 
This course initiates students to the basic concepts in demography and an 
overview of data sources; an analysis of population in the light of demographic 
indicators (national, regional, and local comparisons of birth rates, health, mor- 
tality, educational level, and gender ratios); migration and urban spatial pat- terns 
and the demographic characteristics of populations and their impact on the 
physical environment. 

 

 

Spanish (SPN) 
 

SPN 1301 Beginning Spanish I                                                                       
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3 SCH 
1 lecture hours 2 lab 

hours 
This course is intended for students who have no basic knowledge in Spanish. 
They will apply, develop, and integrate different language skills, such as listen- 
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ing, speaking, reading comprehension, and writing.  Upon completion of this 
course students will be able to express themselves both in spoken and written 
Spanish.. In addition, they will be able to understand brief speeches, advice and 
instructions, to introduce themselves, their work and place of residence, say 
things that please(or displease) them, reply to questions about their im- mediate 
needs and everyday topics. Students will have a certain command of related 
grammatical elements: how to use the present tense, the imperative, and the 
simple past. 

 

SPN 1302 Beginning Spanish II                                                                      
3 SCH 
Prerequisite SPN 1301 or Instructor’s 

consent 

1 lecture hours 2 lab 

hours 
This course is designed for students who have already taken the SPN 1301 or 
have some basic knowledge in Spanish. They will apply, develop, and integrate 
different language skills, such as listening, speaking, reading comprehension, and 
writing. Upon completion of this course, students will be able to give sim- ple 
descriptions of people, their lives, conditions of work, and daily activities. In 
addition, they will be able to tell a simple story, a personal experience, and 
describe aspects of daily life, or ordinary activities. In the process, relevant em- 
phasis will be devoted to grammar. 

 

SPN 2303 Intermediate Spanish                                                                    
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: SPN 1302 or Instructor’s 

consent 

1 lecture hours 2 lab 

hours 
Upon completion of this course students will demonstrate reasonable fluency in 
Spanish, such that will enable them to describe various topics of personal 
interest, to make a detailed account of a personal experience, to describe feel- 
ings and reactions, and to give a critical report about a story, a film, or a book. 
These outcomes are achieved through a balance of the presentation of new 
material,  practice and group work, and frequent  opportunities to give oral 
presentations. 

 

SPN 2310 Advanced Spanish                                                                           
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Registration by placement test 

only 

1 lecture hours 2 lab 

hours 
This course strongly emphasizes spoken and written Spanish. Students will be 
able to make a detailed descriptive presentation or tell a story, highlighting sig- 
nificant  elements. Furthermore, they will develop their own ideas and defend 
them by providing evidence, as well as express views on a variety of general 
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subjects with noticeable fluency, spontaneity, and confidence. In relation to 
these skills, students will be introduced to selected Spanish and South Ameri- can 
literary authors and their works. 
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Social Sciences (SSC) 
 

SSC 1310 Introduction to Anthropology                                                    3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: SSK 

1212 

3 lecture hours 
This course is an introduction to the principles and processes of Cultural An- 
thropology with an emphasis on Applied Anthropology. The course has a strong 
theoretical base linking social, economic, and political organizations to wider 
considerations of environment and culture. Students are introduced to the main 
ethnographic methods and are required to use more than one of them in a field 
exercise. Students are encouraged to make connections be- tween materials 
presented in class and the realities of life in the MENA region with an emphasis 
on Morocco’s National Human Development Initiative. Stu- dents are also 
introduced to ethical issues of data collection and data analysis in the Social 
Sciences. 

 

SSC 2301 Arab Society                                                                                        
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: SOC 1301 or SSC 

1310 

3 lecture hours 
This is an introduction to the study of the Arab World, both the Mashriq (Arab 
East) and the Maghrib (Arab West). It examines Arab Culture, the large number 
of shared practices and beliefs among all Arabs, as well as the cultural specifics 
of various regions within the Arab World. The main focus of the course deals 
with the contemporary issues of this vast region. 

 

SSC 2302 Social Theory                                                                                      
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: SOC 1301 or SSC 

1310 

3 lecture hours 
This course provides an in-depth examination of the major strands of social 
theory, beginning with the founders and continuing on through structuralism, 
feminism, and post-modernism, and including other schools that effected 20th 
century social theory. 

 

SSC 2310 Development Policy                                                                        
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: SOC 1301 or SSC 

1310 

3 lecture hours 
The course is designed as a general introduction to the various theories that have 
been used in development from the early 1950s to the present day. The course 
examines the origins and contexts of these various theories and why there has 
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been a constant need to reassess them. The reasons for the collapse of 
development schemes and even whole national policies have often been ascribed 
to ‘cultural factors’. The course covers these cultural factors and look at how 
they have directly affected the new, current thinking in development, 

whether rural or urban. 
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SSC 2315 Sex, Gender and Power                                                                   
3 SCH 
Prerequisites: GEO 1301, PSY 1301, SOC 1301 or SSC 1310, and 

ENG 1301 

3 lecture hours 
This is an introductory course in Women’s Studies. It aims to explore and ana- 
lyze the concepts and theories, across disciplines, which explain the place and 
role of women in society. It examines the difference it makes to our under- 
standing of the world when we put women at the center of our reflections. The 
course examines how the notions of “women”, “gender”, and “sexuality”, have 
been constructed and how these notions are related to systems of power. Such an 
inquiry provides a greater understanding of women’s lives and experiences. 

 

SSC 2330 International Field Seminar                                                         
3 SCH (to be cross-listed with Special Topics) 
3 lecture hours 
This course is designed to give students firsthand field experience of major is- 
sues in the Humanities and Social Sciences. Each field seminar focuses on a 
specific foreign city, region, or country. The course begins as a series of lectures 
and workshops during a regular semester (Fall or Spring) and culminates in a 
9-12 day field trip during the subsequent inter-semester break (winter break or 
May break), during which AUI faculty and/or  local experts give presenta- 
tions on select topics. Topics covered vary according to the destination, but 
include such issues as: economic and social conditions, political systems and 
processes, community affairs, environmental issues, development, tourism, 
international law, culture, and the arts. Students write a number of response 
papers during the semester, prepare a project or research proposal prior to the trip, 
and submit a research or project report upon returning from it. 

 

SSC 2371 Ethnography in Africa                                                                    
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
Ethnography is one of the most important means of written descriptions of Af- 
ricans, starting with the colonial period. Colonial authorities in British, Belgian, 
and French possessions produced a large corpus of ethnographic literature that 
shapes today’s image of African peoples. This course examines several of the 
major works from the colonial period, after independence, and finally look at 
recent ethnographies by Africans about themselves. 

 

SSC 2401 Social Statistics                                                                                  
4 SCH 
Prerequisite: MTH 

1388 

3 lecture hours 2 lab 

hours 
This course aims to equip students with the basic skills in statistics to under- 
stand and evaluate data produced in published sources. Topics include orga- 
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nizing data, percentile, measures of central tendency and dispersion, normal 
curve, probability, correlation, regression analysis, and nonparametric tests. 

The course also includes a weekly computer laboratory session. 
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SSC 3303 Research Methods                                                                            
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: SOC 1301, SSC 1310, GEO 1301 or PSY 

1301 

3 lecture hours 
This course introduces students to the stages of scientific research and to the 
basics of quantitative and qualitative research methodology. It includes in- 
struction in research design, literature reviews, survey methods (observation, 
interview, and questionnaire); as well as field research and content analysis. 
Students conduct a number of practical exercises. 

 

SSC 3311 Women and Economic Development                                       3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior 

Standing 

3 lecture hours 
The course introduces students to the main debates and concerns of women and 
development. Students study the various economic activities of women in rural 
and urban economies, in formal and informal sectors, and they con- sider crucial 
issues of women’s access to land, property, income, technology and finance, as 
well as questions of the environment. Emphasis is placed on the evaluation of 
existing national and international economic and developmental policies and their 
implications for women in the Arab world especially. 

SSC 3312 Women and Society                                                                         
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior 

Standing 

3 lecture hours 
This course provides a sociological framework for examining women’s diverse 
experiences in society, with a special focus on women in the Arab world. It looks 
at how major social institutions such as the family, education, religion, and the 
labor market socialize women into a distinct set of roles and positions. It also 
addresses issues of particular relevance to women such as health and education. 

 

SSC 3313 Women and Politics                                                                         
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: PSC 

2301 

3 lecture hours 
This course surveys the involvement of women in political processes in various 
countries worldwide, with particular emphasis on the role played by women in the 
Middle East and North Africa. As well as studying issues related to political 
institutions, the course examines the demands made on the political system by 
women and the political impact of women’s movements. 

 

SSC 3315 Women in Culture and the Media                                              3 
SCH 
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Standing 

3 lecture hours 
The course examines the complex relationship between women, culture and the 
media in various societies. It introduces students to theories of communi- cation, 
gender, and representation. They critically study the current portrayal 
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of women in oral and written literature, advertising, television, popular music, 
films and cartoons. In addition, students are exposed to women’s participation in 
cultural and media production. 

 

SSC 3316 Women in Society and Politics                                                    3 
SCH 
Prerequisites: PSC 2301 and Junior 

Standing 

3 lecture hours 
This course provides a framework based on political sociology and political 
science for examining women’s experiences in society and their participation in 
political institutions and decision making processes. The course develops a 
special focus on women in the Middle East. It seeks to understand how major 
social institutions such as the family, education, and religion influence women’s 
participation in formulating and implementing policies in political parties, par- 
liaments, and the bureaucracy. Special emphasis is placed on the political im- 
pact of, and reform programs developed by, women’s movements in both the 
‘developing’ and the ‘developed’ world. 

 

SSC 3321 Economic Development in the                                                    3 
SCH Middle East and North Africa 
Prerequisite: Junior 

Standing 

3 lecture hours 
The course examines the issue of development since the 1950s in North Africa 
and the Middle East. State policies and theories of development are studied in 
light of actual project implementation. Changes in the theoretical orienta- tion 
towards development, the increasing role of NGOs, the rise of grass roots 
organizations, appropriate technology, appropriate development, and gender 
issues since the 1970s are discussed. The course brings the discussion from a 
general coverage of the MENA region to the specifics of development imple- 
mentation in Morocco. 

 

SSC 3322 Political Anthropology                                                                   
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: SOC 1301 or SSC 

1310 

3 lecture hours 
This course examines the variety of socio-political systems ranging from bands, 
tribes and chiefdoms to states. These different political systems are understood in 
relation to numerous types of social and economic systems. Such concepts as 
kinship, social status, and income levels, among others, are used to help analyze 
how these various political systems actually operate. The course also deals with 
the multiple ranges of political realities in complex, multicultural settings like the 
Arab world where more than one political system may operate in peoples’ lives. 
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SSC 3330 Immigration to the United States                                              3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior 

Standing 

3 lecture hours 
This course surveys the immigrant experience in the United States. The causes 
and effects of the various immigration waves are studied along with the evo- 
lution of legal frameworks encapsulating them. Cultural and social policies 
related to immigration, along with the issues of assimilation, integration, and 
bilingual education are addressed. 

 

SSC 3331 Race, Religion, and Minorities in                                              
3 SCH 
the United States 
Prerequisite: Junior 

Standing 

3 lecture hours 
This  course  introduces  students  to  the  question  of  race,  religion,  and eth- 
nicity in the United States. It addresses how the government and society have 
interacted and continue to interact with minority groups in the United States. The 
course focuses on the leading minorities of the United States: Native Amer- icans, 
African-Americans, Hispanics, and Asian-Americans. The experiences and 
movements of each of various communities are examined in light of ‘othering’, 
discrimination, struggle, and hopes for eventual emancipation. 

 

SSC 3332 Crime and Punishment in the United States                        3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: Junior 

Standing 
3 lecture hours 
In this course, students study the United States criminal justice system. The 
constitutional basis of the system is contrasted with the realities that the ac- cused 
face in court. Among the topics discussed are the incarceration rate, the unequal 
application of the death penalty, the rights of the accused, and public opinion 
towards crime and punishment. 

 

SSC 3340 Independent Study                                                                          
3 SCH 
Prerequisites: Junior Standing and approval of the 

dean 
3 lecture hours 
Open to students wishing to pursue individual work under the supervision of a 
designated faculty member. 

 

SSC 3345 Critical Debates in Development                                               3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
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The notion of development has served as a complex paradigm for the under- 
standing, evaluation, and intervention in societies at least since the end of the 
Second World War. While its impact has been overwhelming in domains as di- 
verse as economics, politics, social organization, education, urbanization, tech- 
nology, etc., it has never been without its critics, both from within—in debates 
about the proper meaning and politics of development—and from intellectual 
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traditions from outside the paradigm. The aim of this course is to critically ex- 
amine some of these debates, from such diverse perspectives as Dependency 
Theory, World Systems Theory, Feminism, Postcolonialism, Post-developmen- 
talism. 

 

SSC 3371 Urbanization in Africa                                                                    
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course explores issues related to the accelerated mass urbanization pro- cess 
currently affecting Africa. The implications of mass urbanization for societ- ies, 
economies, and politics are explored. The challenges urbanization poses for the 
planning and management of public services are analyzed. In particular, the role 
of the informal sector in sustaining urban life is analyzed with special regard to 
gender issues. The course also explores the role African cities play in connecting 
the continent to global flows of goods, people, cultures, and ideas. 

 

SSC 3372 The Political Economy of Development in Africa               3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The course examines the development experience of sub-Saharan Africa since 
independence. It reviews the development strategies tried in different settings and 
the theories that underline these strategies. In particular, the course cov- ers 
statism and its variants, the liberal and radical approach, and the impact of 
globalization on Africa’s achievements as well as the challenges it continues to 
face in the political and economic arenas. 

 

SSC 3379 Special Topics in African Studies                                               
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
Specially scheduled course on a significant issue or topic relevant to the study of 
Africa. 

 

SSC 3398 Special Topics in Gender Studies  3 SCH 
Specially scheduled course on a significant issue or topic in women's and 
gender studies. 

 

SSC 3399 Special Topics in International                                                   
3 SCH Cooperation and Development 
3 lecture hours 
Specially scheduled courses on significant issues or topics relevant to the study of 
International Cooperation and Development. 

 

SSC 3405 Field Methods                                                                                     
4 SCH 
Prerequisite: GEO 1301, SOC 1301 or SSC 

1310 

4 lecture hours 
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fieldwork. The practical portion of this course consists of specific projects to 
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be carried out by students both on and off campus. The course carries four (4) 

credits due to the number of practical exercises in the field. 

SSC 4301 Social Change and Technological Development                3 
SCH 
Prerequisite: Senior 

Standing 

3 lecture hours 
This course examines technology in relation to natural resources, population 
composition, ideology, and social movements. Technology is understood as a 
change factor in cultural and social systems. Students study technological ad- 
aptation to planned versus uncontrolled changes. The course addresses mani- fest 
and latent consequences to technological development as well as cultural systems 
and attitudes toward technological innovation and change. 

 

SSC 4302 Senior Capstone                                                                                
3 SCH 
Prerequisite: SSC 

3303 

3 lecture hours 
The Senior Capstone consists of a major, individual, independent research ori- 
ented exercise or project each student undertakes during his/her  final semes- ter. 
The aim of the Senior Capstone is to give students the opportunity to use the 
research tools and analytical skills they have acquired in their undergradu- ate 
courses, and to work creatively with the theories and concepts relevant to their 
field of study. The emphasis in the Senior Capstone is on student initia- tive. It 
is up to each student to come up with a research project. Students are encouraged 
to choose projects of particular interest to themselves. Students enrolled in the 
Senior Capstone meet in seminar fashion in order to discuss methodology, data 
collection and analysis, sources, and other issues relevant to their projects, and to 
exchange ideas with invited speakers. 

 

SSC 4310 Ethnicity and Minorities in Europe                                           3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The course explores the politics of ethno-cultural diversity in contemporary Eu- 
rope. It examines the conditions of some of the historical territorial minorities of 
Europe (Scottish, Corsican, Catalan, etc.), emphasizing the recent revival of 
regional identities which had been declining, or were considered “lost” (Cor- 
nish, Breton, etc.). It also surveys the increasing urban ethno-cultural, racial and 
religious pluralism of urban societies as a result of decolonization and immigra- 
tion. The course analyses the social and political implications of a new ethno- 
culturally diverse Europe and explores how European social and political sys- 
tems have responded to growing demands for collective recognition. 

 

SSC 5301 Popular Culture                                                                                 
3 SCH The course examines popular culture as an important and autonomous 

sphere of cultural production and human activity where power is negotiated 
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within and across different groups.  The course is designed to assess popular 

culture as a dialogue of local and global texts where popular culture is read as a 

prod- 
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uct of crossing borders, emerging identities and shifting meanings. Some of the 
themes we cover in this regard include identity, youth, subcultures, fashion and 
consumption, music, film, dance, sitcom, comedy, new media, power, cul- tural 
imperialism, orientalism gender and nationalism. 

 

SSC 5302 Research Methodology                                                                  
3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course is designed to initiate students into both the theory and practice 
of methods in social science research. The course presents how a theoretical 
framework provides a means/method  to approach and analyze any topic. The 
course requires students to practice a range of data collection and data analy- sis 
methods. 

 

SSC 5304 North African Migration and                                                      
3 SCH Immigrant Communities 
3 lecture hours 
This course covers the issues caused by the growing problems of rural migra- 
tion within North African countries and the establishment of North African im- 
migrant communities in Europe. The course begins by looking into the causes 
for rural migration, focusing on the post-independence period. The social im- 
pact of rural migration on the economic and political well-being of North Af- 
rican states is discussed. The subsequent migration of large numbers of North 
Africans to Europe and the establishment of immigrant communities with dif- 
ferent cultural, religious, and linguistic identities from that of the host societies 
are examined. 

 

SSC 5310 Thesis Seminar                                                                                   
3 SCH Students who have reached the thesis-writing stage meet once a week 

with other students and a supervising professor to report on their progress and to 

be advised on how to proceed with their project. Students failing to defend their 

theses successfully by the end of the semester are awarded an IP grade. This 

course can be taken only on a Pass/Fail basis. 

 

SSC 5320 Social Movements in the United States                                  3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
Politics and society in the US have each been shaped by social movements which 
seek to alter the status quo. This course explores the development and overall 
impact of various social movements in America, including the civil rights 
movement, the women’s movement, and gay rights movement. Why and how did 
these movements evolve, how have these movements affected public policy in 
America, and what conflicts of values and interests provide op- portunities or 
impediments to change? In order to address these questions, the course employs 
social movement theories and examine specific case studies. 
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SSC 5322 Race, Religion, and Minorities in                                              
3 SCH 
the United States 
3 lecture hours 
The role played by minority groups in developing the culture of the United 
States and their contributions to its economy is the main theme of this course. 
The experiences of ethnic and religious groups are examined in light of dis- 
crimination, struggle, and influence on modern American life. 

 

SSC 5361 Social Science Approaches to Religion                                   3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The course introduces classical and contemporary theoretical and empirical 
approaches to the sociological, anthropological, and psychological study of 
religion.  It is concerned with examining the origins and roles of religion in so- 
cieties and cultures, as well as in the formation of the human personality.  The 
aim of the course is to give students the conceptual tools to critically evaluate the 
place of religion in different areas of human life. 

 

SSC 5362 Global Islam in the Contemporary World                              3 
SCH 
3 lecture hours 
The course examines the global scope of the ‘umma. At a time when Muslims 
live everywhere around the world, creating the biggest ‘umma ever, the “Mus- 
lim World” is integrated as never before to global flows from every provenance. 
The course investigates the transnational scale of Muslim religious movements 
and identities, and the technological and institutional structures which sup- 
port  them.  Students  study  how  Muslim  communities  beyond  the “Muslim 
World” practice their faith in multi-faith, Christian, Buddhist, or secular societ- 
ies. The course assesses the place of Islam in cosmopolitan Western countries. 

SSC 5363 Islam and Economics  3 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course examines Islamic principles as applied to economics. The course 
looks at the “classical Islamic” discourse on economics, banking, and business 
practice setting out the rules for acceptable, legal practice. In addition, the course 
looks at how Islamic practice has been molded into the current major economic 
types; mainly socialism and capitalism and how states have tried to use Islam as a 
means to promote state economic policies. 

 

SSC 5365 Interfaith and Intercultural Communication                       3 
SCH This course sets out to explore the historical, theological, and 

methodological facets of intercultural and interreligious dialogue. A brief history 

of intercultur- al relations demonstrates the changing circumstances and attitudes 

in which these took place to arrive at the present-day discourse. This forms the 

backdrop to contemporary religious pluralism, evident in both the global and 

national arenas and characterized by the opposing forces of cooperation and 

conflict. Aspects of inter and intra religious engagement around such questions as 
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velopment, human rights, gender, justice, and bioethics are explored. Students 
learn how exclusivist religious tenets can be transcended. 

 

SSC 5366 New Religious Movements                                                           
3 SCH 

3 lecture hours 
With globalization and the rise of the information age, New Religious Move- 
ments (NRMs) are becoming an increasingly complex field of study.  NRMs are 
frequently a challenge to students of religion, since these movements often 
resemble more mainstream faith systems on a superficial level, yet frequently 
differ from the parent (or sibling) tradition in significant areas, such as doc- 
trine, ritual, or cosmology.  This course introduces the student to several new 
religious movements of the late 20th and early 21st century. Students are also 
introduced to several methodologies used in studying NRM, including ap- 
proaches in the social sciences (e.g. sociology, psychology). 

 

SSC 5401 Social Statistics                                                                                  
4 SCH 
3 lecture hours 2 lab 

hours 
This course aims to equip students with the basic skills in statistics in order to 
understand and evaluate data produced in published sources. Topics include 
organizing data, percentile, measures of central tendency and dispersion, nor- mal 
curve, probability, correlation, regression analysis and non-parametric tests. The 
course also includes a weekly computer laboratory session. 

 

 

Study Skills 
(SSK) 

 

SSK 1211: Strategic Learning and Study Skills                                        2 
SCH 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of at least three LC level 1 

courses 
2 lecture hours 
This course introduces the basic study skills required by students to succeed at 
university. Students learn about academic expectations at university. They are- 
trained to take responsibility for their own learning through tasks that require 
them to reflect on as well as evaluate their current study habits and implement 
new strategies to improve their learning. Students also develop the ability to 
interact effectively with their professors and peers, structure their time and their 
work, navigate the LAN and use on-line learning resources. They begin to 
learn how to set realistic short and long term goals as well as evaluate the 
effectiveness of their strategies in achieving their goals. 

 

SSK 1212: Information Literacy Skills                                                          
2 SCH Prerequisites: Successful completion of SSK 1211 and all LC level 2 
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courses (except AWT 2) 
2 lecture hours 
In this second stage of the C.A.D. three-course sequence, students are educat- ed 
in the foundations of information literacy. Information Literacy Skills intro- 
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duce students to the research and communication skills necessary to succeed in a 
merit-based educational system. They learn to locate, evaluate, use, and present 
information legally and efficiently. Students begin to develop critical reading and 
analytical skills through discussion and reflection of texts related to the new 
information society as well as through an individualized research project. They 
learn and practice the principles of effective academic research, and demonstrate 
their mastery in a final writing project. Information Literacy Skills also teach 
students to communicate effectively in online, classroom and group contexts. 

 

SSK 1213: Critical Thinking and Analysis Skills                                      
2 SCH 
Pre-requisites: Successful completion of SSK 1212 and ENG 

1301 
2 lecture hours 
This course enables students to develop an understanding of the critical think- ing 
process, with a view to improving their own reasoning skills. Students be are 
introduced to key concepts used in critical thinking, shown how to examine the 
evidence for a claim, and trained to analyze different types of evidence, in- 
cluding personal experience, appeal to authority, and statistical arguments. In the 
first part of the course, students are introduced to the principles of knowl- edge, 
reasoning, and evidence and asked to respond in writing to the issues raised in the 
readings. In the second part, students learn how to work effec- tively in groups. 
They select a topic relevant to the course theme and evaluate their own work and 
the work of their peers. In so doing, they capitalize on the skills learned in SSK 
1212, such as choosing and narrowing a topic, locating books and periodical 
articles pertinent to their research, and integrating sourc- es properly using APA 
style. 

 

SSK 2201 Graduate Academic Skills                                                             
2 SCH 
3 lecture hours 
This course develops the practical skills and abilities needed for academic 
success at the graduate level. These include the fundamental skills of critical 
thinking; critical reading; note-taking; problem solving; time management; 
seminar presentation; research; prevention of plagiarism and test-taking skills. 
The course takes a content based approach to the development of these skills 
through the process of library searches for academic material, using the Mo- 
hammed VI Library search systems and databases. Students learn to develop 
annotated bibliographies and use of the Chicago Manual and APA styles of 
referencing. Content retrieved from the library searches is incorporated into a 
graduate level research paper (10-15 pages) that requires multiple drafts. The 
paper requires proper in-text citation, and must comply with the conventions of 
academic writing. Progress is assessed at midterm and end of semester. 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Executive Courses Listing 
 

ACC 6201 Financial Reporting and Analysis                                                   
2 SCH This course is a practical introduction to financial reporting. Emphasis is 

placed on book-keeping and the accounting cycle, financial statements, generally 

ac- cepted accounting principles from the perspective of international accounting 

standards, and financial ratio analysis. By the end of this course, participants 

should understand what financial accounting is, understand and prepare ba- sic 

financial statements (income statement, statement of retained earnings, and 

balance sheet), understand and apply the recording process used in the accounting 

system, understand and use concepts and standards underlying the accounting 

practice, and analyze a business financial position and perfor- mance using its 

financial statements. 
 

 

 

ACC 6311 Management Control Systems                                                         
3 SCH This course is advanced class in managerial Accounting that emphasizes 

the integration of cost analysis and strategic analysis. Coverage includes activity 

based costing, target costing, value chain analysis, performance measurement 

matrices (e.g., balanced scorecard), strategic positioning, incentives manage- 

ment, and performance management. 

 

BTC 5633 Thesis                                                                                                      
6 SCH 
6 lecture hours 
Pre-requisite: Approval of Graduate 

Advisor 
The thesis for MSBTC is expected to span a minimum of four calendar months of 
full time-work. It is designed to be completed in one full semester. The mas- ter 
project could be in the form of an applied industrial or research project that 
combines the application of materials of various Biotechnology related issues 
studied during the preceding semesters. 

 

ECO 6201 Business Economics                                                                               
2 SCH This course presents an overview of the microeconomics and 
macroeconomics principles. By the end of this course, participants will gain an 
understanding of basic economics concepts. They will acquire the necessary 
knowledge to be able to interpret economic indicators and understand the 
economic environ- ment in order to make informed business decisions. 

 

FIN 6201 Corporate Finance                                                                                    
2 SCH By the end of this course, participants should gain a thorough 
understating of financial techniques and tools used in problem solving and 
decision making at the corporate level. This goal is attained through 
progressive exposure of participants to different interdependent dimensions: time 
value of money, in 
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vestment opportunities, valuation of financial assets, capital budgeting, work- ing 
capital management, selection of the best capital structure, and ensuring of the 
viability of the corporate financial system. A large array of applications and case 
studies is used to support the practical side of the different topics of this course. 

 

FIN 6311 Financial Strategy                                                                                     
3 SCH This course analyzes the basic problems in corporate financial 
management. It focuses on the responsibilities, concerns, and methods of analysis 
employed by corporate financial managers, and the role of financial markets and 
institutions in the modern economy. Topics of study include capital structure, 
dividend policy, asset evaluation, capital budgeting, risk analysis, and portfolio 
theory. 

 

GBU 6201 Management Statistics                                                                        
2 SCH This course is designed to provide foundations of quantitative methods 
for managerial decision-making. It examines the use of modern quantitative meth- 
ods to support the executive decision-making process. It includes hypothesis 
testing, statistical inferences, forecasting and simulations, linear programming 
and problem optimization. This course is based on knowledge of SPSS, which 
features a wide range of statistical tools for extracting data and conducting 
analysis. Such information is vital if one is to achieve competitive advantages in 
the marketplace. 

 

GBU 6311 Corporate Entrepreneurship  & Innovation                                 3 
SCH At the end of this course participants are expected to gain insights into the 
development of entrepreneurial and entrepreneurial aptitudes and skills. The 
course content addresses important issues that include methods for identifi- 
cation of new opportunities, role of creativity, education and invention, seed 
capital and financing, and business sustainability. Real world cases are used to 
illustrate the factors that can shape entrepreneurial aptitudes. Class discussion and 
experience sharing are vital inputs in this course. Knowledge about the methods 
for management, marketing and financial planning is provided with a variety of 
applications. This culminates into the development of business plans by class 
participants. 

 

GBU 6312 Decision and Risk Analysis                                                                
3 SCH By the end of this course, participants are expected to: (1) recognize the 
major analytical tools that are used in risk analysis, (2) be capable of reading 
reports and publications dealing with risk and uncertainty, (3) raise and discuss 
issues involving risk and uncertainty, and (4) Identify the implications of risks on 
busi- ness and economic development in a given context and applications. 
Topics covered include: deterministic, realistic and decision making under 
complexity with emphasis on risk and uncertainty; implications of not accounting 
for risks while making decisions; how to account for technological, production; 
con- sumption environmental; health and labor productivity; markets and 
financial 
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risks; case of multiple risks; market and institutional responses to risks; and, risk 
reduction strategies. 

 

GBU 6620 Final Project                                                                                              
6 SCH The project is an integral part of the EMBA program and must be 
completed satisfactorily before you are eligible to graduate. It provides an ideal 
opportu- nity to build on what you have already learned. The primary aim is to 
enhance your own learning in an area of your choice, and you are encouraged to 
un- dertake projects within your organizations. Participants will be provided 
more details about the final project in due time. 

 

MGT 6201 Organizational Behavior                                                                   
2 SCH This course covers: organizational theory, research and applications 
impor- tant to managerial and organizational effectiveness; design of 
organizational structure; control systems for enhancing organization 
effectiveness. It also em- phasizes managing and building inter-organizational 
relationships; authority, influence and leadership relationships; organizational 
culture; organization- environment relations; international considerations; inter-
group power and conflict; and organizational change and development. 

 

MGT 6311 Alliance Management                                                                          
3 SCH This course is an advanced reflection on the use of strategic alliances to 
boost the profitability and/or efficiency of organizations. Topics covered include 
the motives for alliances, case studies of alliances, making the distinction 
between alliances, partnerships, joint ventures, and mergers and acquisitions. Key 
busi- ness issues related to alliance management are discussed: integrating 
different systems and culture, human resource management, planning and control 
for alliances, etc. 

 

MGT 6312 Human Resource Management and Development                 3 
SCH This course discusses the management of an organization’s human 
resources, with an emphasis on the strategic issues involved in obtaining and 
developing employees. The strategic view emphasizes the way human resources 
are man- aged in the context of the general management function, and is discussed 
with regard to human resource planning, the recruitment and selection functions, 
employee development, managing compensation and reward systems, perfor- 
mance management, and the environment of the human resource function. 

 

MGT 6313 Corporate Governance and Business Ethics                              3 
SCH The aim of this course is to enable participants to implement business 
ethics and corporate governance rules in their own organizations. They should 
under- stand the ethical role of the Board and of the Executive Management 
Team in strategic decision-making processes. They will develop guidelines for 
business ethics to be applied at all levels of the company and in different 
countries. The participants will learn how to implement the guidelines and 
develop strategies to monitor compliance by all employees. 
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MGT 6314 Effective Negotiations                                                                         
3 SCH The purpose of this course is to enable participants to understand their 
own intrinsic negotiating behaviors and how those can be adapted for 
effectiveness in a variety of situations. The course focuses on building the 
individual skills of the participants based on their willingness to be engaged in 
the total program experience. 

 

MGT 6315 Leadership                                                                                                 
3 SCH This course is designed to expose participants to the areas of knowledge 
and kinds of competencies that are fundamental to the study and practice of lead- 
ership in a variety of settings. It will help the participants understand their own 
experiences, aspirations, and qualities of leadership. The content of this course is 
drawn from several disciplines. Participants will focus on the conceptual as- pects 
of leadership, and will discover the skills and practices of exemplary lead- ers. At 
the conclusion of this course, participants will be acquainted with the 
interpersonal and technical skills needed for effective communication, deci- sion-
making, and public policy. 

 

MGT 6316 Operations Management                                                                   
3 SCH This course focuses on improving performance of the firm through 
coordina- tion and integration of production, functional areas, and information. 
Partici- pants will develop skills and concepts needed to ensure the ongoing 
contri- bution of a firm’s operations to its competitive position. At a minimum, 
the following subjects will be discussed: quality management, process analysis, 
cross-functional integration, product development, aggregate and operation- al 
planning, technology and operations strategy, and international operations 
strategy. 

 

MGT 6317 Supply Chain Management                                                              
3 SCH In this course participants learn about the effective management of 
supply chains. The class examines moving materials to a production facility, 
control- ling the transformation of materials into products, distributing the 
products to customers, maintaining and recycling the products, and the logistics 
of ser- vice operations. Specific topics include supply-chain integration, supply-
chain strategies, plant and warehouse locations, modes of transportation, systems 
for managing material flows, inventory systems, and organizational structures for 
supply-chain management and global logistics. 

 

MGT 6318 Knowledge Management                                                                 
3 SCH The aim of this course is to provide participants with practical skills 
needed to formulate the influence of the changing technology environment on 
the organization’s capacity to manage knowledge effectively. This should lead to 
the identification of the different knowledge work and knowledge assets that 
organizations must manage. Participants are expected also to create and le- 
verage the needed knowledge assets. They should be continuously aware of 
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the importance of knowledge in determining competitiveness. To reach these 
goals, best practices are presented and analyzed. Topics include intellectual 
capital, research and development, property rights and patents, information 
technology solutions for knowledge management, organizational aspects of 
knowledge management, and processes for knowledge management. 

 

MGT 6320 Strategic Management and Business Policy (Capstone)       3 
SCH By the end of the course, participants are expected to have improved their 
criti- cal thinking and skills in developing and implementing business strategies. 
An important goal of this course is to assist the participants in the development 
and improvement of abilities to diagnose and analyze the impacts of chang- es. 
Participants will gain a deeper appreciation of the process through which planned 
changes can be accomplished. The topics include setting missions and visions, 
strategy definition, recognizing and nurturing core competencies, diversification, 
and moving from strategy to execution. The problems, pros- pects and 
challenges of leading and managing change will be also considered. Participants 
will be provided with an opportunity to consider how organiza- tions can 
effectively develop and maintain anticipative systems. The course is largely 
based on cases and applications that support different dimensions of strategic 
management underlined above. Guest speakers are also important sources for the 
enrichment of the class discussion and sharing of experiences by participants. 

 

MKT 6201 Principles of Marketing                                                                       
2 SCH This course is a survey of the marketing process from a manager’s 
perspective. It includes an analysis of marketing activities designed to provide 
products and services to customers. Topics include the marketing environment, 
consumer buying habits and motives, regulations and advertising strategy. 

 

MKT 6311 Marketing Management                                                                     
3 SCH The aim of this course is to provide participants with skills needed for the 
de- velopment of marketing strategies and plans. The driving role of markets, 
the importance of situation analysis, positioning and relationship strategies are 
also among the dimensions targeted in enlarging the skills of the participants. 
The course deals with marketing strategy for better decision-making. 
It emphasizes the marketing process from the firm’s point of view. It also focus- 
es on management and implementation of marketing strategies. Market analy- sis, 
product planning, distributional channels, branding, pricing, promotional decision 
making and developing, and communicating an integrated market- ing plan are 
major elements in this course. Practical cases are largely used for the illustration 
of each component of this course. Guest speakers are also im- portant sources for 
the enrichment of class discussion and experience sharing. 


