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NEXT ISSUE’S TOPIC

Finals’  Period
Have something to say?

Get it off your chest!
Write us a letter!

The AUI Bridge wants to hear from you!

Interested in becoming a reporter? 

Contact:
bridge@aui.ma

Integration was a very odd process for me. In fact, I think 
that Al Akhawayn University provides the necessary tools 
needed for an integration to go well. The first three days 
in the University were all dedicated to the integration pro-
cess with trips. Contrary to France or the United States, 
there was almost no hazing. Maybe Al Akhawayn Univer-
sity is receiving freshmen before former students in order 
to avoid this issue.

Letters to the Editor Policy

MASTHEAd
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Mourad Mohamed Essofi giving his speech before the elections
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NEWS TEAM

NEWS TEAM

dr. Tajeddine Rachidi has been appointed Associate Vice 
President for Information Technology, announced President 
driss Ouaouicha on February 20th.
dr. Rachidi will lead the university to better master IT, which 
is crucial today in a variety of key domains including research, 
learning and management.
In addition to teaching at The School of Science and Engineering 
for several years, dr. Rachidi has directed the Information 
Technology and Systems department for over 2 years, in addition 
to teaching at the SSE for several years.

New Associate Vice President 
for Information Technology

NEWS TEAM

NEWS TEAM

AUI students at the FST for the selections 
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“It seems like the students 
are always taking control 
over the instructor and they 
are like shouting at him”

What do you think about a man who is handsome, intelligent, cute, kind 
and… he is vampire? Oh yes, unfortunately, perfect men do not exist and if 
you are still hesitating about the answer, it was not the case of Bella Swan.
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What makes America America

auiOpinions

“I stood in line with beard-
ed Saudi men, entirely veiled 
women and young students 
from Teheran… I do look Mid-
dle Eastern after all.”



Page 8 March 2009

A midterm acts like a check-
point in time.  It hits you and you wake 
up asking yourself: is it really halfway 
through March…already?  Hey man, 
what’s the date?  It’s the 21st Centu-
ry baby and you’re at a point in time 
where anything can happen.  

As exchange students we edge 
toward a point of embarkment back 
home or onward bound to other en-
deavors.  Our minds scramble (or at 
least mine does) as we maneuver our 
final months into a list of last minute 
desires.  It is now or never!  We must 
seize the opportunity to finally lie be-
neath a desert sky, cross paths with 
camel herds, nomad dwellings and 
scented allies, escape to the Mediter-
ranean,  fortify new friendships, fall in 
love with a country – prove ourselves 
in a new world.

At this point in my study abroad 
experience I am grappling with the 
many tides of wanting to stay and 
wanting to return home to my stomp-
ing grounds in the United States of 
America.  She is a beautiful country 
full of bits and pieces of myself.  And 
although my home is full of memories 
from my past, Morocco is becoming a 
home to me as well.  The country has 
swallowed me in more ways than I can 
tell you and it is a country I hope to re-
turn to many times.  

Traveling is one thing, but living 
abroad is another.  The cosmopolitan 
nature of what we do as exchange stu-
dents is crucial and unique.  Living at 
AUI has been a great way for myself 
as well as other exchange students to 
interact in social and global situations.  
For example, during Palestinian Week, 

the exchange body 
was positioned on 
the fore-front of a 
major issue.  Being in 
Morocco I felt closer 
to the crisis and had 
the ability to under-
stand how people 
from another coun-
try were reacting.  I 
feel that as a group 
we did a good job 
aiding the push for 
awareness here on 
campus.  Many at-
tended conferences 
and the exchange 
students even vol-
unteered their time 
and gave blood as 
well.  It is an inspir-
ing situation when 
young people come 
together and create 
such effective acts 
of piety.  We see that 
although we come 
from different back-
grounds and have 
differing ideologies 
we are still connect-
ed by the human 
spirit and the desire 
to do things differ-
ently for the sake of 
our futures and the 
sake of all people’s; help does not turn 
a blind eye.  I think studying abroad is 
a time to observe these philosophies 
and see them in action.  We are a very 
productive generation and as people 
continue to globalize I think it is in-

teresting to be able experience this 
phenomenon as a spry and energetic 
youngster!  

Ibn Battuta was a Muslim trav-
eler from Tangier.  He covered 120,000 
Kilometers (75,000 miles) in 30 years 
and it has been calculated that this 

is a rate of 11 kilometers (7mi) a day 
for 11,000 days!  His original plan to 
go from Morocco to Mecca turned 
into a journalistic tour of the Muslim 
world during the 14th century.  I like 
to think that it is possible to follow 
his path.  descriptions of his experi-
ence are very relatable as he describes 
common things and ordinary peoples.  
When I think of my time here and how 
it will quickly come to a close I imme-
diately begin thinking of ways to stay.  
My Arabic may not be good, but just 
give me a year…and the world always 
needs English teachers! Worst case, I 
know how to do dishes and if need be 
I can learn to charm snakes…just let 
me stay in this oasis of Morocco and 
experience life the way previous trav-
els have.   

As you can tell, I am thrilled by 
my experiences here.  I would like to 
end by saying that being in class at AUI 
has been one of the most noteworthy.  
The approach is slightly foreign but I 
have gained so much being part of the 
AUI student body of Moroccans, Amer-
icans, Africans, Canadians, Hawaiians, 
Japanese, all of you have donated—
whether you know it or not.  I am en-
riched by your ideas, your style, your 
faith, your music and your hospitality.  
Thanks for having me. 
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Level: Difficult

Level: Medium

Level: Easy
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WAI KALAMA

auiEntertainment



FUN RUN

D
es

ig
n 

an
d 

la
yo

ut
 U

ni
t, 

D
ev

 &
 C

om
, A

U
I

E n s e m b l e ,  m a i n t e n o n s  l ’ e s p o i r


